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K-5 Visual Arts Materials Adoption

Ã K-5 Visual Arts Adoption Process

Ã Qualities of Recommended Program

Ã Examples of Student Work from our Elementary Schools

Ã Art Docent Partnerships

Ã Next Steps



Student Profile



K-5 Visual Arts Adoption Process

Program 

Review

2014-15

ÅReviewed effective practice and program research

ÅStudied visual arts in Lake Washington & neighboring districts

ÅAnalyzed parent and teacher survey data

Evaluation and 
Piloting

2015-16

ÅEvaluated curriculum programs

ÅPiloted four curriculum programs with teachers in schools

ÅPartnered with our art docent programs

Piloting & 
Recommendation

2016-17

ÅPiloted finalist art program in elementary schools 

ÅIdentified materials costs and logistics

ÅForwarded recommendation to IMC and Board

ÅContinued to partner with our docent programs



Committee Membership



K-5 Visual Arts Guiding Interests

1. All students, regardless of the school, 

should have elementary visual arts 

experiences

2. K-5 visual arts standards and reporting 

require instruction and assessment

3. Recommendations should take into account:

ÂTime

ÂTeacher capacity for new learning

ÂOur art docent programs



K-5 Visual Arts Program Review

1. Reviewed existing curriculum from 
2003 co-developed by LWSD and 
Redmond Arts Commission 
Â Aligned to prior literacy and arts standards

Â Varied use and availability

2. Analyzed community and teacher 
surveys from 2013 and 2014
Â High parent, community, and teacher 

interest in visual arts at elementary 

Â Inequitable access to visual arts by school, 
grade level, and classroom Keller Elementary



Visual Arts Curriculum Evaluated

ÅArt in the Afternoon (Arts Attack Publications)

ÅArt Lessons in the Classroom (ArtsEd. Washington)*

ÅExplorations in Art (Davis Publications)

ÅArt School for Kids (Deep Space Sparkle Inc.)

ÅGreat Artists (Bright Ideas Learning)

ÅDaytime Art (Smart with Art LLC)

IMAGE: http://worldexam.blogspot.com/2010/12/tips-to-get-ready-for-college-math.html

*Updated version of LWSD 2003 curriculum



Rubrics for Evaluating Curriculum Resources

Ã Effective Practice

Ã State Standards Alignment* 

Ã Assessment

Ã Organization and Design

Ã Digital Resources

*New state arts standards adopted March 2017



Curriculum Programs Selected for Piloting

Ã Art in the Afternoon

Publisher: Arts Attack Publications

Ã Explorations in Art

Publisher: Davis Publications

Ã Art School for Kids

Publisher: Deep Space Sparkle Inc. 

Ã Daytime Art (DART)

Publisher: Smart with Art LLC



Piloting, Surveys & Feedback

ÅTeachers piloted lessons and materials in the classroom

ÅTeachers completed survey (70 pilot teacher respondents)

Áusability, materials, time requirements 

ÅStudents complete surveys (over 2,000 student respondents)

ÅParents and docents provided feedback through                        

surveys and focus groups



Second Round of Piloting: Art School for Kids

IMAGE: http://worldexam.blogspot.com/2010/12/tips-to-get-ready-for-college-math.html

Ç Fall-Winter 2016-17: Piloting Deep Space Sparkle: Art School for Kids 

in 11 Elementary Schools, with additional opt-in piloting at other schools

ÅMaterials Management and Cost

ÅLesson Sequence

ÅLesson Modifications

ÅK-5 Progression

ÅAlignment with Other Curriculum Areas



Sample Survey Comments: Teacher 

IMAGE: http://worldexam.blogspot.com/2010/12/tips-to-get-ready-for-college-math.html

Deep Space Sparkle: Art School for Kids

òThis is a fantastic art curriculum! The overall feedback 

from my students was that they loved the lessons.ó

òAll students were engaged in the art and produced 

pieces that were original and creative. No student art 

looked exactly the same. So, they had opportunity to 

assert their individual creativity.ó

òI have always considered myself art-challenged. I 

found the videos informative and relevant. I can see 

myself teaching with the video then moving off with 

confidence to teach the lesson on my own.óEinstein Elementary



Sample Survey Comments: Student 

IMAGE: http://worldexam.blogspot.com/2010/12/tips-to-get-ready-for-college-math.html

Deep Space Sparkle: Art School for Kids

òI loved that you could draw your own cat.ó 

~Kindergarten student

òI felt happy because my drawing was the color of 

the sunset.ó 

~ 1st grade student

òI liked how they broke the steps apart and how 

they told us a strategy that put either warm colors 

together or cool colors so they blend in easily.ó

~Intermediate student



Sample Survey Comments: Parent, Docent

IMAGE: http://worldexam.blogspot.com/2010/12/tips-to-get-ready-for-college-math.html

Deep Space Sparkle: Art School for Kids

òThe art on display is fabulous. The students are enjoying the lessonsó 

òIt is straightforward, approachable and encouraging. I like that the 

cleanup and materials are very manageable.ó 

òAt our school we have many teachers who are scared of art, and DSS 

helps. Once the do it, they  tend to appreciate the docents too.ó

òI have heard fabulous feedback from the teachers about this program 

and even more importantly, I am seeing so many more teachers doing 

art on a regular basis.ó



Communication About the Adoption


