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Redmond, WA 98052 

Dear Graduate, Office: (425) 936-1257 
Fax: (425) 861-7765 

Congratulations to you! As a member of the graduating Class of 2017, you worked hard to complete 
thirteen years of formal education and all the state and district requirements to earn a high school 
diploma. You should be proud of this major accomplishment! 

The Class of 2017 is graduating at a time characterized by political, social, and generational divisiveness. 
In divisive times, I believe it is important to seek the factors that unify us, and I have identified one such 
unifying factor: Star Wars. Before you laugh and quit reading, I invite you to consider the following: 

2017 marks the 40th anniversary of Star Wars. It is as popular, ifnot more so, than when the first movie 
was released in 1977. It was popular when I graduated from high school 30 years ago, and it is popular 
now with my 6th grade godson and his friends. People now celebrate Star Wars Day on May the 4th. Star 
Wars is more than movies, games, merchandise, and media; it's a phenomeno:11t that stands the test of 
time. It unites generations and crosses political and social lines. I believe it is the universal wisdom 
expressed through Star Wars that unites us as people, and that wisdom is particularly applicable to high 
school graduates. 

Here are three of my favorite Star Wars lines from the original movies to make my point: 

"These aren't the droids you're looking for" - Obi-Wan "Ben" Kenobi, Star Wars 
Obi -wan "Ben" Kenobi stood up for his friends. It is not enough to just look out for yourself in this life. 
We all must look out for one another, especially those among us who are vulnerable and need our 
assistance. We may not have the power to play Jedi mind tricks, but we certainly all have the power to 
stand up for the powerless and those who need our help. 

"(Luke) I am yourfather" - Darth Vader, The Empire Strikes Back 
Luke Skywalker was not defined by the fact that his father was on the dark side of the Force. He was not 
destined to become anything except what he himself wanted to be and trained to be: the greatest Jedi in 
the galaxy. Luke did not let anything define his future or his destiny - he defined himself. We all have 
the power to make our own choices and determine our own destinies in life. 

"Try not. Do. Or do not. There is no try" - Yoda, The Empire Strikes Back 
Jedi Master Yoda knows a thing or two about the power of effort, believing in yourself, and having a 
growth mindset. Yoda reminds us that we all have within us the power to achieve our goals. To do so 
takes commitment, grit, and a "never give up" attitude. Believe me on this you should. 

Congratulations, and May the Force be with You! 

Dr. Traci Pierce 

Superintendent 


