
Dear JHS Students: 

Please take the time to read through this email so you are informed.  There is a message for just 

seniors below.    Have a great day, 

Ms. Clapp 

 Message for All Students 

The recent events in our country, specifically the coronavirus pandemic and the senseless and 

horrific deaths of Black people, have caused grief, trauma, and unrest for people from all walks 

of life.  So, what can students do to help support social justice/change in our school and 

community?  First of all, when you see or hear something that is not okay, you can speak 

up.  When you hear someone say racial slurs, please tell them to stop.  If you know of people 

who find it funny to post videos/material on social media that is racist, “just as a joke”, do not 

laugh at it, do not respond other than to say, “please take that down”.     Secondly, all of us, the 

principal included, can do a better job of reflecting on our own roles in perpetuating the systemic 

racism that is in our society.  Finally,   it will be crucial that as we work together to address some 

of our problems, we make sure that everyone remains respectful and civil and comes from a 

place of seeking to understand.   

“Look closely at the present that you are constructing; it should look like the future you 

are   dreaming.”—Alice Walker 

We have a current issue right now that is happening that some of you may be aware of, so the 

expectation to be respectful will be tested.    I along with our School Board have been inundated 

with emails to change our mascot.   In the emails I received,   students, former students and 

community members are urging us to “…take action against the current “Rebel” mascot, and 

advocate for a change. In 2018, a group of students actively sought to change the mascot. There 

were petitions, discussions, and Instagram posts advocating for this change. Despite these efforts, 

the movement did not succeed. There are many articles detailing the troubling history of our 

mascot, especially racist actions that have taken place as a result of the “Rebel’ symbol”. 

I think it is important that you all have the facts.  There is Administrative Policy around the 

naming/renaming of mascots.  In the spring of 2018, students engaged in the process to start a 

movement to get the mascot changed. Here are the results from that process:,  347 students voted 

to approve the change while 680 students voted to reject the change.   The principal, community 

members or alumni  do not have the authority to do a change , but current students do, per our 

District Administrative Policies .  Here is a link to site where you can see the entire procedure 

and policy: 

https://www.lwsd.org/about-us/policy-and-regulations/management-6000/procedure-naming-

facilities-and-mascots-6970p 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwsd.org%2Fabout-us%2Fpolicy-and-regulations%2Fmanagement-6000%2Fprocedure-naming-facilities-and-mascots-6970p&data=02%7C01%7Crcastiglione%40lwsd.org%7Cb92642ebf9804f740ca808d80bdc4c06%7C1fd4673fdf9646218638a1d88c4c85d7%7C0%7C0%7C637272388095403387&sdata=TH42kKjRjhS7X4vLo7%2FFtsunI%2BUUj%2FMBujhgWV3NXzg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwsd.org%2Fabout-us%2Fpolicy-and-regulations%2Fmanagement-6000%2Fprocedure-naming-facilities-and-mascots-6970p&data=02%7C01%7Crcastiglione%40lwsd.org%7Cb92642ebf9804f740ca808d80bdc4c06%7C1fd4673fdf9646218638a1d88c4c85d7%7C0%7C0%7C637272388095403387&sdata=TH42kKjRjhS7X4vLo7%2FFtsunI%2BUUj%2FMBujhgWV3NXzg%3D&reserved=0


 I have also copied a summary of the procedure below:  

1. Current student(s) initiate a petition to change the mascot to the current student body. 

Petition must identify the rationale for requested mascot change. 

2. Upon collection of signatures of 10% of the student body, students may submit the 

petition, including the rationale for requested mascot change, to the school principal for 

consideration. 

3. School and district administration (the school principal; Director, School Support; 

Deputy Superintendent, and Superintendent) shall review the petition and rationale, and 

the Superintendent shall make a recommendation to the Board of Directors to approve or 

deny the petition. 

4. The Board of Directors will approve or deny the petition to change the school's mascot. 

a. Should the Board of Directors approve the petition, a vote of the entire current 

student body will be conducted. 

1. Should a majority of the current student body vote to change the mascot, 

the school shall initiate the process for selecting a new mascot, as outlined 

above. 

2. Should a majority of the current student body vote to keep the mascot, the 

mascot will remain unchanged. 

b. Should the Board of Directors deny the petition, the mascot will remain 

unchanged. 

 

Message for Seniors About Virtual Graduation Filming on June 9th 

 Remember seniors can bring no more than two (2 family members) in one car. 

 Stay in your car until an usher comes to get you to line up.Please remain in your line at 

all times.In order to us to be able to do this, we have to make sure that there is nobody 

congregating or practicing social distancing. 

 You will enter the field house on side of portables, be directed to walk to the podium as 

your name is read, and pick up your diploma off a podium.You will move directly to the 

other side of the field house.The company will take one picture of just you or with your 

and your family members in front of the balloon arch.You will need to leave promptly to 

get back in your car to drive to the staff lot.  At the staff lot you will be able to pick up 

programs, your senior t shirt and the letter from your freshman year.Yearbooks will not 

be ready this day as there is a delay in shipping across the country☹ 

 If you are interested in writing a note or card to a teacher or other staff member, we will 

have a drop box as you enter the field house. 

 Please stick to the schedule of arrival times.You will be directed where to park.  Remain 

in your car until an usher comes to get you. 

o 10:30-11:00= Last names A-D  Arrive at 10:15 

o 11:10- 11:40= Last names E-J  Arrive at 10:55 

o 11:50-12:20= Last names K-M  Arrive at 11:40 

o 12:30-1:00= Last names N-SH  Arrive at 12:20 

o 1:10-2:00= Last names SI-Z Arrive at 1:00 



Message for Seniors About Laptop/Textbook Turn in/Diploma Pick Up:  We will follow the 

same schedule we used for cap and gown pick up on June 12
th

: 

 The schedule is as listed below and goes by last name 

 A-G 10:00-11:00 

  H-P       11:00-12:00 

 Q-Z        12:00-1:00 

 Please make sure you have all your textbooks, your laptop and charger ready to drop off. 

Kelly A. Clapp, Principal 

Juanita High School 

425-936-1603 

 


