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6-8 ELA Adoption: Overview
• Review of the ELA Adoption Process

• Ensuring equitable access with elements of 
recommended curriculum

• Stakeholder Input
• Next Steps

• Board Questions
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Purpose
Each student will graduate prepared to lead a rewarding 
and responsible life as a contributing member of our 
community and greater society… through English Language 
Arts instruction that is:

◦ Rigorous and relevant
◦ Innovative and individualized
◦ Equitable and exceptional

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jen



Intersection of Skills and Knowledge
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Review of the ELA
Adoption Process
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6-12 ELA Adoption Process

Year 1

• Researched 
Effective Practice

• Learned About 
Standards

• Standards Training 
for Teachers

• Learned about 
Open Educational 
Resources

• Developed Rubrics

Year 3 (if approved)

• Implement 
Curriculum 

• Provide Professional 
Learning

• Monitor 
Implementation

Year 2

• Finalized Rubrics
• Reviewed & Piloted 

Materials
• Recommended to 

IMC and Board
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Centering on Students and 
Equity
• Adoption Committee engaged in multiple day trainings 

with Equity Matters do deepen understanding and 
calibrate thinking

• District Rubrics revised to include indicators focused on 
equitable access and relevant content in ELA materials

• Adoption Committee worked with the Directors of Special 
Education, Intervention Services, Accelerated 
Programs, and Equity to ensure multiple perspectives and 
diverse student needs represented 

• Adopted materials and implementation plan ensure 
relevance over time
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ELA Adoption Process - Input 
Opportunities

Stakeholders Feedback Opportunities

Students Classroom visits prior to pilot

Opportunities for response every two weeks during the pilot and 
a final summative response

Teachers Teaching and Learning ELA Department visits prior to pilot

Teacher input during pilot process

Pilot teacher feedback during the pilot

Community Parent and Community Information Night

Curriculum review and survey online during pilot (Connections)

Curriculum review and survey information table at Resource 
Center.
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Ensuring Equitable Access and 
High Achievement For All 
Students
INNOVATIVE AND INDIVIDUALIZED
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Expanding Voice and Choice: 
Amplify Digital Library
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• Strong content support for teachers to 
effectively engage students in deep 
learning

• Personalized and rigorous learning for 
individual students and small groups

Presenter
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Martha - Dynamic curriculum – updates, ways to keep practice relevant and engagingEase of small lit groupsAmplify changed their heading and landing page to reflect current educational needs for the month of June – responding to equity



Expanding Voice and Choice: 
Digital Library Continued

Teachers can use the novel guides along with the novels 
within the Digital Library.
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Assessing and Supporting Students

12

Students who have received the fewest 
teacher comments will be selected for 
this Insight.

Students who have done well on their 
most recent writing will be selected for 
this Insight.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As teachers grade students work, they are given the opportunity to add comments. When Teachers log in to Amplify, they get a screen that shows them “Insights” with student names. This will help support them to give comments for students that need more support, needs attentions and/or celebration. 



Holistic Learning: Portfolio
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The portfolio allows the teacher to view each student’s work individually. 
They can correct from this view, see what has been handed in, what is in 
progress, what has been resubmitted and what has not yet been 
started. This allows them to coach every student for specific learning.
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Helps teachers to zero in on each individual students needs throughout the unit.  Helps teachers communicate and provide feedback to students.  The different supports student might need can be determined by utilizing the portfolio.  Allows teachers to see trends in student needs.  



Effective Instructional Practices 
and Relevant Curricular 
Resources
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Accessible, Flexible and Consistent 
Format Allows Choice and Depth

Multiple ways to access learning, 
including:

•Interactive activities, including 
gamification

•Varied activities in a unit

•Printable options

•Easy tech access

•friends
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Presentation Notes
The layout that you see is what students  and teachers see in every unit and lesson. This consistency is great for students! They gain confidence in accessing their needed material and how to navigate throughout the program. The Students and Teachers see the same thing, but the Teachers have additional “Cards” and instructions built in to there log in. Multiple modes of learning on the cards: individual, partner, classGamification i.e. Vocabulary AppPrintable if neededEasy Tech Access



Student/Teacher Interface 
Aligned to Deepen Learning
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Seamless teacher and student experiences.The interface between the teacher and student platform is seamless.  This supports a greater student learning.  Teachers are able to easily interact/demonstrate the student interface. Each “caret” expands to give more information. Along the Right side, the Materials list shows all of the materials needed for the lesson. 



Supports for Assessment for 
Learning: Class/Individual Students
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Assess the entire classes assignment as a whole – Amplify lets you assess a whole class very quickly and provides feedback quickly to students.  Just about real-time feedback – so important for students and teachers



Teacher Voice About Amplify
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“There is a learning curve 
to Amplify as there is with 
any new curriculum. But 
the digital resources are 
top notch! I appreciate 
that I can download the 
Teacher video's so that I 
can embed them in my 
PP's so that students can 
still what the videos that 
are in the Amplify 
lessons.”

“Amplify truly is 21st 
century technology.”

“I really appreciate how the interface and 
materials provide a lot of information without 
feeling cluttered. When I want to do a deep 
dive into a lesson or activity, there's a lot of 
information there, but if I need to keep it quick 
and simple, that's there, too. The ability to 
quickly toggle between "Teacher View" (with 
instructional notes) and Student View has also 
been extremely helpful.”
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AliceProcess:Pilot teachers were surveyed about their experience with Amplify throughout the pilot process and when the pilot was complete.  Highlights about 
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“This program will continue 
to grow and change. Amplify 
has been doing that even as 
we have been doing Remote 
Learning!”

“This is a fantastic curriculum with great potential for us 
to use it as an on-going and growing resource.  I think 
this is the first time I have seen a curriculum be this 
intentional with specific listening and speaking 
instruction and assessment at well.  The data that 
teachers can gather about their students' progress is 
vast and useful.  Also the technical support has be so 
responsive and helpful during this entire pilot period.”
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Ensuring Equitable Access and 
Relevant Learning for All Students
ENGAGING AND RELEVANT
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Amplify ELA: 21st Century 
Learning for All Students

•CCSS in every lesson – guaranteed and viable learning

•Engaging, relevant, balanced, adaptable learning plan for every student

•CCSS in every lesson – guaranteed and viable learning

•Flexible and consistent – multiple types of learning possible in any 
environment

•Communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity embedded

•Horizontal and vertical alignment built into the system
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Classroom discussions:  Team, discussion boardFlexible to support verbal processing in any environment.(SOLO activity)Fosters students ability to support students with critical thinking through discussion.



Strengthening Core Skills: Grammar, 
Fluency, Revision and Vocabulary
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Within each Sub Unit, there are Flex days to address student needs including: Grammar Instruction, Fluency Rate, Fluency Practice, Revision of Assignments etc.



Responsive and Flexible Tools and 
Supports for Students
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Presentation Notes
Students have the option of listening to the test when the see the speaker icon.The text is always available when students are answering questions.Amplify aligns with other supportive student learning structures like SIOP.Vocabulary AppHyperlinked wordsAudio readingEasy to work through lessons independently (with teacher instructions)User-friendly (few tech issues after students are up and running, and support is very responsive)Modular structure (easy to adjust unit length; add/remove parts)Tools for independent use (library, vocab, grammar)



Differentiation:
Challenge and Support for All
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows that differentiation is built into the activity. Students are accessing on grade Common Core State Standards with supports or extra challenge as needed. Amplify restructures some assignment to support students, for examplesProvides sentence stemsRemoving entire question or rewording question to make shorterFewer options on multi choiceBreaks a questions into two question with guiding promptsGive students options to choose from and then lets student write own responseIMPORTANT POINT: Ability to move through levels and achieve higher.



Student Voice about Amplify ELA

“Amplify is a great 
curriculum, it is 
engaging and fun, It 
teaches me lots of new 
stuff and the tech is easy 
to use, they also provide 
other learning materials 
such as books or lesson 
games, overall Amplify is 
a great curriculum.”

“I really like the interface and the 
exercises in the app because they are 
engaging. I also like the vocabulary app 
because the style of the app is nice and 
very intuitive and fun.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PaulQuantify # of student responses, overall themesVariety in modes of engagement (balance reading, writing, speaking, listening) and texts (length, fiction/non-fiction, genres)NOT just a digitized textbook (many activities could only be done digitally)
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“I liked how it was 
online and easy to 
navigate, and also 
how the questions 
engaged me to the 
readings.”

“I liked that all the things we 
had to read about where very 
interesting and I loved the 
different ways that you could 
answer the questions like 
polls or multiple choice” 

“A big thing I like about these lessons, 
is that there are very engaging topics, 
that we've never even thought about 
doing before, with detectives, and 
solving mysteries. I also like that on 
Amplify, everything is laid out nicely, 
and super easy to access, especially 
now during this crisis. I also really 
liked the digital websites we used for 
the cases (the placing the furniture 
one, and the writing notes about what 
Holmes sees one)”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul:Highlight key aspects (fun, engaging, user-friendly/easy to navigate)



Next Steps if Materials Are Approved
• Professional learning for initial implementation for all 

middle school teachers for use in a flexible environment

• Provisioning of teacher and student licenses

• Development of alignment guides

• Planning sustained implementation and on-going 
professional learning over time for all middle school 
teachers
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Questions
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