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Parent involvement –

Contributes to student success

Families and schools are critical partners in 

student learning.

Studies show benefits to student learning from 

parent involvement.

When schools, families, and community groups 

work together to support learning, children 

tend to do better in school, stay in school 

longer, and like school more.



Parent involvement includes:

Communicating with school about your 
child’s academic performance – our focus 
tonight

 Supporting the school through volunteering

Parenting, such as expressing expectations 
about academics, behavior

Learning at home through enrichment activities, 
homework help

Helping with school decision-making by 
taking part in parent organizations

Taking part in community groups (scouts, 
sports)



Parent involvement –

Benefits

Benefits for students  include

 higher academic achievement

better attendance

improved behavior at home and at school, and

better social skills and adaptation to school.*

 Source: A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, Family and 

Community Connections on Student Achievement, Southwest 

Educational Development Laboratory, 2002



Communicating about student 

academic performance



New this year!

 Access to all student grades 24/7 online in Family Access via 

Parent Access – all assignments and tests, not just report card 

grades

 Report Card is now aligned with the revised Student Profile 

and State and district standards. A refined grading scale 

includes half points. Proficiency scales describe each 

measurement topic on the report card and what it takes to 

earn any given score

 District-wide assessments measure a student’s performance

 Student involvement in parent/teacher conferences



Access to student grades 24/7



New! Family Access electronic 

gradebook via Parent Access

 Parent Access: Web-based parent information tool, 

log on through district website

 The Student Information button took parents to 

Family Access , which has contact and attendance 

information. You can also change the race/ethnicity 

information we have on file.

New as of October 4:  an online gradebook in 

Family Access. All grades - assignments, quizzes 

and tests - will be visible. Parents will be able to 

monitor student grades throughout the year, with 

24/7 access.



Sign up for Parent Access!

Make sure your e-mail address is on file with 
the school. Each parent can have their own 
account.

 If you gave us one or more e-mail addresses in the 
green emergency information form in the start of 
school packet, those addresses are on file. 

 If your e-mail address has changed or you want to 
put a different address in the system, you must 
come to the school office and show identification to 
make that change, for security reasons.

Go to www.lwsd.org to sign up for Parent Access.

http://www.lwsd.org/


What does this mean for parents, 

teachers and students

 Parents will be able to monitor their student’s 

grades more easily and more often

 Parents will be able to better support their student 

earlier as scores begin to show up in the online 

gradebook

 Parents and teachers will have more shared 

information on grades when having conversations 

about how a student is doing



Revised Report Card and Grading



Revised Elementary Report Card

 Because grades will be available 24/7, only two 
report cards will be issued instead of three

Aligned the elementary report card with the new 
Student Profile

 Revised the report card in the following areas so 
that it aligns with current standards and current 
curriculum

 Interdisciplinary Skills and Attributes (formerly Life 
Skills)

 Mathematical and Scientific Reasoning (formerly 
Mathematics and Science)

 Social Studies



Revised student profile

 JPG of student profile two pages



Other Revisions

Other changes:

 P.E. Music, and Library have been added to their 

particular content areas

Career Planning and Life Management added

 Posted examples of each grade’s report card on 

the district website



Refined grading scale

We continue to use a standards-based 

grading scale: 

4 - exceeds standard

3 – at standard

2 – approaching standard

1 – not at standard

Each student is graded against the 

standards, not against other students



Refined grading scale

Now adds half points and describes what that 

means. 

Any half point indicates partial success at the 

higher level

A 2.5 is awarded if a student can perform the 2.0 

standard and has partial success at the 3.0 

standard.



The scale refined

4

Exceeds 

Standard

In addition to exhibiting level 2 and 3 performance, in-

depth inferences and applications that go BEYOND what 

was taught in class

3.5
In addition to score 2.0 and 3.0 performance, partial 

success at score 4.0 content

3

At Standard

No major errors or omissions regarding any of the 

information and/or processes (simple or complex) that 

were explicitly taught

2.5
In addition to score 2.0 performance, partial success at 

score 3.0

2

Approaching 

Standard

No major errors or omissions regarding the SIMPLER

details and/or processes but major errors or omissions

regarding the more complex ideas and processes

1.5
With Help, partial success at score 2.0 content, and 

major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 content

1

Not at Standard

With help, partial success with score 2.0 content but not 

with score 3.0 content



Proficiency scales

 These scales explain exactly what a student must 

do to earn a grade in each measurement topic on 

the report card

 These scales show the learning progression in 

each area

 Reduces the variability in grading between 

teachers and schools

 Posted on the district website for parents to review



What does this mean for parents, 

teachers and students

Grades will mean the same, no matter which 

teacher or school

 Refined scoring gives teachers and parents a 

better idea of exactly how a student is doing

Assessing and grading is aligned with our student 

profile: if your student is at grade level standard in 

all areas, they are on track to graduate from high 

school with all the skills and knowledge in the 

student profile



District Assessments



District-wide assessments

Assessments are tests that tell the teacher (and 

you!) what a student knows with respect to the 

standards in a specific content area

 These assessments measure a student’s proficiency 

with specific content areas (math, reading, writing, 

etc.)

Assessment results will be posted in the online 

gradebook so parents will know exactly how their 

student is doing in these important areas.



When and what subjects

Writing: fall, winter and spring assessments

Math: three assessments

 Science: three assessments, at end of modules

 Social Studies: one assessment

More will be added in the future



What does this mean for parents, 

teachers and students

 More clarity around how students are really doing

 Reliable data for teachers so they know which students in 

their class are doing well and which need help, and in 

exactly what areas

 Reliable data for schools for their Continuous Improvement 

Process

 Parents will have a better understanding of how their student 

is performing and where improvement is needed, so they can 

better support student learning.



Student Involvement in Family 

Conferences



Parent – teacher - student

Change

 From: 

 Parent/teacher conferences in November, with 
optional conferences in March

 To:

 Student-involved conferences in October and 
January

Adds one more leg to the conference stool and 
makes it stronger



Why change?

 Student self-reflection is a key component to 

student achievement.

 Provides clear, specific feedback to students so 

they have a stake in their growth.

 Student’s skills of organization, leadership and 

public speaking are strengthened through student-

involved conferences.

 Students and parents have a clearer understanding 

of expectations for student learning.



How will conferences be different?

1. Your student will be part of conferences so they 

can set goals and reflect on his/her work with 

significant adults in his/her life.

2. As a result of the transition to student-involved 

conferences, you will be more involved in the 

goals that your child has set for themselves and 

better understand how to support them in 

attaining their academic goals.

3. You will have time during conferences to 

privately discuss issues with the teacher without 

your child in the room.



What these changes mean



More information so parents can 

better support students

 Online gradebook gives parents access to grades on 

assignments, district-wide assessments and class tests 24/7.

 The report card has been revised in key areas to reflect the 

student profile and curricula teachers are using

 Scoring guides and proficiency scales help teachers and 

parents know what each student knows and where they need 

more work

 Student-involved conferences help set clear goals, 

expectations for learning and give students a stake in their 

growth


