# $%&

Happy Friday. On behalf of the entire staff here at John
Muir, | want to thank everyone for making this week a
great start to the 2009/2010 school year. We have enjoyed
seeing our returning students. It is fun to hear their summer
stories and see how they have grown. This week we have
also welcomed many new students and their families to our
school community. If you are new, please be sure to
introduce yourself to me and don't ever hesitate to let me
know if there is anything | can do to help make this a great
year for your student.

This week we have gotten right down to work. One of the
important things we have done this week is to set high
expectations for achievement and behavior. We have
practiced the procedures that make JME a safe, well
organized school where learning happens. Every year we
have to work out the bugs to a schedule for lunches and
recesses that supports our primary mission of making sure
every student is Future Ready! Teachers have been busy
assessing each student’s skill levels so we can meet the
individual needs of each of our students. We are off to a
great start!

As we start the year | want to remind parents that
communication between parents and teachers is essential as
we work together to insure that each child achieves their
best. The Friday Packet is an important way we
communicate information to families. Attached you will
find al of the flyers, and announcements that have been
approved by the district for distribution to our students. |
would like to ask that you spend time reviewing this
information sometime every weekend. | am confident that
you will find this a useful way for you to keep up-to-date
with the many exciting things going on here at IME.

Also, | would like to encourage each and every family to
show support for our children’s education by joining the
John Muir Elementary PTSA. The PTSA is dedicated to
our children and their education and we are thankful for
everything this parent group does to support our efforts.
Your active involvement in the learning process is critical
to our achieving the high standards we have set for every
student here at IME. | would like every parent to dedicate
a least ten hours to volunteer in classrooms and with
PTSA projects. Please get involved with our students.
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Principal Continued...

There are a number of exciting new things here at IME
this year. Most exciting are the new staff members we
welcome to our school. Andrea Fay will be teaching third
grade, Janelle Jamison will be teaching reading, and
Chitra Bhardwa will be teaching ELL. Also new is
Amber Press our Speech and Language Pathologist.
Please take a moment and introduce yourself to these
outstanding new additions to our team. Also new this year
isagreat socia studies curriculum which will provide our
students opportunity to explore aspects of their world
while practicing literacy skills and developing their
critical thinking skills.

One last request as we begin the year is to commit to
setting aside time every day for reading. Spending time
reading is one of the most effective ways a student can
insure future academic success.

This is going to be a great year of learning for all of the
students and | want to thank you for entrusting us with
your children. As always, please don’t hesitate to contact
usif you have any questions or concerns, and be sure your
children are reading at home every night!

Jeff DeGallier

Principal




Welcome new and returning families. We are off to an exciting year at John
Muir. For our membership drive, we will again by offering araffle. We will
have gift certificates from local restaurants and business and other exciting
items to be announced later. All entries received before September 30™ will
be automatically entered.

We ask that you please consider joining our PTSA. By joining, it doesn’t
obligate you to attend each meeting or to chair a position, but it does give
your family a vote, a phone directory, plus it helps our school and community
receive many specia programs that otherwise we wouldn't be able to have
within our school. Some of these programs include; 39 Grade Swim, Reflec-
tions, Art Docent, Field Day, Family Dance, Ice Cream Social, Staff Appre-
ciation, and Make It Take It - just to name a few of the important activities
that wouldn’t be possible without our PTSA support.

Enclosed in this newdetter packet is a membership form, but you can find
additional forms online at http://schools.lwsd.org/muir/ Click on PTSA -
Membership and the link_Membership Form. There are also forms available
in the office.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Lauren Reynolds
Membership Chair-Muir
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Session 1—6:00-6:45 pm
PTSA Meeting 7:00-7:30 p.m., Library
Session 2—7:35—8:15 p.m.
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