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All students in grades 7 and 8 must take the State Measurement of Student Progress (MSP) in the spring of 
each school year in the following content areas:

GRADE 7 GRADE 8
Reading Reading
Math Math
Writing Science

Students enrolled in CMP 8, Algebra, or Geometry courses must also take a State End-of-Course Exam (EOC) 
within three weeks of the end of the course. Scores for these tests will be “banked” for Jr. High students so 
that they count toward graduation requirements in high school.

Summary:

• All 7th and 8th grade students must take the State MSP.

• Students enrolled in CMP 8, Algebra, or Geometry must take the end-of-Course test, regardless of grade 
level.

• Students enrolled in CMP8, Algebra, or Geometry at the Jr. High level will be taking both the MSP AND the 
appropriate end-of-course exam.

• Scores for the EOC will be banked so they count toward the student’s graduation requirements.

Junior High State Assessments of Washington State Standards

Lake Washington School District
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Graduation Requirements and State Testing 

 
Certificate of Academic Achievement and Certificate of Individual Achievement 

Students in the classes of 2011 and 2012 who pass the reading, writing and math WASL/HSPE exams earn a Certificate of Academic 
Achievement (CAA) or Certificate of Individual Achievement (CIA). Students in the class of 2013 and beyond must pass reading, 
writing, math and science to earn a CAA or CIA. Students who earn a certificate will have it noted on their transcript. 

Certificate of Academic Achievement – A requirement for graduation beginning in 2013. Students can still earn it by passing all four 
state exams or a state-approved alternative in reading, writing and math. 

Certificate of Individual Achievement – Only for students in special education. A requirement for graduation beginning in 2013. 
Students can still earn it by passing the HSPE-Basic, WAAS-Portfolio, WAAS-DAPE (Developmentally Appropriate Proficiency 
Exam) or Locally Determined Assessment in reading, writing, math and science. 

Students in the classes of 2011 and 2012 who earn two math credits after 10th grade, BUT do not pass the math WASL/HSPE or 
another appropriate math assessment, are still eligible to earn a diploma but they won’t earn a certificate. 

Students who transfer into a public school in 11th or 12th grade from another state or an in-state non-public setting can seek a waiver. 
 

High school assessments 
Beginning in spring 2010, the High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE) replaced the high school WASL. 
Beginning in spring 2011, the math HSPE will be replaced by two end-of-course exams in algebra I and geometry, or integrated 
equivalents. 

Students have five state-funded opportunities during high school to take each WASL/HSPE content area. 
Students pass with a Level 3 or 4 score. 
Score appeal process: Parents/guardians, after reviewing their student’s high school test, may file a score appeal with the state. 
To learn more about the state testing, please visit: http://www.WAtesting.com. 

 
State-approved alternatives 

Students who have the skills but are unable to show them on the WASL/HSPE may use the CAA Options or state-approved 
alternatives. 

Students may access the options after taking the high school WASL/HSPE once.  
The Certificate of Academic Achievement Options are: 
 Collection of Evidence – Students compile a set of classroom work samples with the help of a teacher(s). Collections for students in 

Career and Technical Education programs can include work from their program. The state scores collections twice a year. 
 Fee Waivers are available for eligible students to take the approved SAT, ACT and AP assessments.  
 SAT or ACT – Students may use their math, reading or English and writing scores on college readiness tests. The minimum scores 

are: Reading – SAT: 350 ACT: 13. Writing – SAT: 380 ACT: 15. Math – SAT: 470 ACT: 19. 
 Advanced Placement (AP) – Students may use a score of three or higher on select AP exams: Math (calculus or statistics), Writing 

(English language and composition); and Reading (English literature and composition, macroeconomics, microeconomics, 
psychology, United States history, world history, United States government and politics, or comparative government and politics) 

 GPA Comparison – For 12th grade students only. A student’s grades in math courses and/or English courses are compared with the 
grades of students who took the same courses AND passed the high school WASL/HSPE. To access this option, a student must 
have an overall cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 grading scale. 

To learn more about state-approved alternatives, please visit: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions. 
 

Assessments for students in special education  
Students in special education may take the high school WASL/HSPE with or without accommodations or use one of the CAA 
Options. 
The following options are also available: 
 HSPE-Basic – Students take the high school WASL/HSPE – with or without accommodations – but IEP teams adjust passing criteria 

from Proficient (Level 3) to Basic (Level 2). 
 Washington Alternate Assessment System Portfolio (WAAS Portfolio) – Students unable to take paper and pencil tests show their 

skills and knowledge through a collection of their work. 
 Developmentally Appropriate Proficiency Exam (WAAS-DAPE) – Students in grades 11 and 12 only take the WASL/HSPE – with or 

without accommodations – at a grade level that best matches their abilities. Students pass by earning Level 3 on each test taken. 
 Locally Determined Assessments – For 12th graders who need modified achievement standards. 
 Awareness Level Waiver – Available for students diagnosed as performing at an ―awareness‖ level. 
To learn more about special education assessment, please visit: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/altassess.aspx. 

Lake Washington School District
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Member districts: Bellevue, Issaquah, Lake Washington, Mercer Island, Northshore, Riverview and Snoqualmie Valley.  WaNIC is formerly known as NEVAC. 

 
A regional Skills Center in NE King Co. 

 
WaNIC was established to provide advanced-level Career and Technical Education programs based on rigorous academic 

and industry standards preparing students for post-secondary education and successful entry into high-skill,  
high-demand careers and employment. 

 
Course Offerings 2011-12 

 
 
Agriculture, Science & Natural 
Resources 
 

 Environmental Science – AP 
 Floriculture/Floral Design 
 Horticulture 
 Horticulture/Floriculture 

 
 
Engineering, Science, & Technology 
 

 Architectural & Engineering Design 
 Automotive Collision Repair & 

Refinishing 
 Automotive Technology 
 Biotechnology 
 Carpentry/Construction Technology 
 DigiPen Mechatronics  
 Drafting Technology (CAD) 
 Environmental Technology & Design 
 Welding Technology/Metal Fabrication 
 Woodworking and Trades 

 
 
Information Technology 
 

 Animation 
 Animation Foundations & Production 
 CISCO Networking Academy  
 Computer Game Programming & Design 
 Computer Game Design 
 Computer Science/JAVA Programming 

(AP/IB) 
 DigiPen Animation Academy (AP)  
 DigiPen Video Game Programming (AP) 

Arts, Media, Communication, & Design 
 

 Audio Engineering & Sound Production 
 Graphics Production 
 Interior Design 
 Media Production Technology 
 Radio/TV Broadcasting Technology 
 Technical Theatre Performance & 

Production 
 

 
Business & Management 
 

 Event Planning, Hospitality and Tourism 
 International Entrepreneurship 
 Sports & Entertainment 

Marketing/Management 
 

 
Health & Human Services 

 
 American Sign Language 
 Coaching Academy 
 Cosmetology 
 Criminal Justice 
 Culinary Arts 
 Dental Careers 
 Fire & Life Safety 
 Health (online) 
 Health Science Careers 
 Medical Assisting 
 Sports Medicine, Athletic Training 
 Teaching Academy 

 

 
For detailed information about our programs, please go to our website:  www.wanic.org   

or speak with your Career Specialist. 

Lake Washington School District
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Advanced Placement (AP)  
Courses and Exams

Are you ready for a unique learning experience that will help you succeed in college? Through AP’s college-level courses and 
exams, you can often earn college credit and advanced placement, stand out in the admission process. AP provides students 
with an opportunity for learning that goes beyond just facts and figures. The rich course material, classroom discussions and 
demanding assignments typical of  AP courses will help your child develop the content mastery and critical thinking skills ex-
pected of  college students. These courses are typically offered in 11th and 12th grade.

A Different Kind of Class
From the moment you enter an AP classroom, you’ll notice the difference—in the teacher’s approach to the subject, in the 
attitude of  your classmates, in the way you start to think. In AP classrooms, the focus is not on memorizing facts and figures. 
Instead you’ll engage in intense discussions, solve problems collaboratively, and learn to write clearly and persuasively.

Find Your Passion
With many courses to choose from, you’ll be able to explore your interests and discover new passions. In AP classes, you’ll 
study fascinating topics and ideas that just might become the foundation of  your future college major or career.

Prepare to Succeed in College
AP courses can help you acquire the skills and habits you’ll need to be successful in college. You’ll improve your writing skills, 
sharpen your problem-solving abilities, and develop time management skills, discipline, and study habits.

Earn College Credit and Placement
More than 90 percent of  four-year colleges in the United States and colleges in more than 60 other countries give students 
credit, advanced placement or both on the basis of  AP Exam scores. By entering college with AP credits, you’ll have the time to 
move into upper level courses, pursue a double-major or study abroad.

How Do I Enroll?
Once you’ve decided to take the AP challenge it’s easy to enroll. Talk to an AP teacher or the AP Coordinator at your school 
about the course you want to take. Discuss the course’s workload and any preparation you might need. Visit www.collegeboard.
com/apstudents.

Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Career and Technical Education supports and guides all students, whether you need or want to go straight to work follow-
ing graduation, or you already know that you are headed for a two- or four-year college. Educators, guidance counselors and 
parents can use CTE to help all young people plan ahead, for two- or four-year college degrees, for industry certifications or for 
registered apprenticeship options. 

Career Counseling and Exploration
Career exploration and life skills planning form the foundation of  Career and Technical Education programs The CTE program 
and its career counseling staff  and tools can help you create a very strong and balanced plan 

CTE Classes
CTE classes are offered in many different fields. Examples are construction, firefighting, forensic work and cooking to envi-
ronmental science, anatomy and physiology, nursing, psychology,  computer software, graphic arts, mechanical engineering, 
architectural drafting, and business and marketing, finance and economics. These classes integrate academics with technical 
skill development to help prepare students for higher-level courses in college. Junior high and high schools offer a wide range of  
CTE classes, so check  school course catalogs to find actual offerings in schools.

Tech Prep
Tech Prep classes are open to students in grades 9 through 12 and offer tuition-free college credit as well as high school credit. 
All Tech Prep classes are CTE classes and all have established relationships with local community and technical colleges, mean-
ing students taking a level one or two CTE Tech Prep class in high school can enter the level three or four class in the same 
discipline at the local two-year college after they graduate from high school. Some Tech Prep students finish their entire first 
year of  college while still in high school, and save a lot of  tuition money in the process. 

Not all dual credit CTE classes are in the Tech Prep family. For example, CTE Advanced Placement classes offer dual credit but 
are not all areTech Prep classes. 

WaNIC Skills Center
WaNIC Skills Centers are high school programs that serve more than one school district and offer industry-defined Career and 
Technical Education classes in fields ranging from firefighting and police work to audiovisual communications and healthcare. 

Lake Washington School District
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LWSD Online Academy
The Lake Washington School District offers a selection of  online courses so that district students (9th-12th grade) and parents 
may have additional choices for learning.  Successful online students feel comfortable working independently and enjoy spend-
ing time working from a computer. Students access the online class through a web connected computer. Coursework and online 
instruction will occur outside of  the school day. 

The classes listed below are taught by LWSD teachers and meet both district and state standards as well as maintain the high 
standards for content and rigor that are available in all LWSD classes. Sections of  available classes will be offered based upon 
spring student enrollment requests, and any offered section of  the class is limited to 32.  

You may choose one of  the classes from the list below or from the additional classes listed on the LWSD Online Academy Ad-
dendum received during registration. Simply add it, just like any other class, to your course requests. Additionally, students who 
select online classes will need to meet with their school counselor in the spring to discuss class availability as well as to deter-
mine whether online learning is right for them. 

Tuition will be charged for any class taken beyond a normal six period schedule.

• Online World History 1
Online World History 1 is a 1.0 credit class that focuses on the history, economics, geography, and governments 
of  the Pacific Rim region from 1500 to the present. This class can be taken by the semester for .5 credit. 

• Online Washington History
Online Washington History is a .5 credit class that provides the knowledge and awareness of  the geography, 
native inhabitants, early settlers, and the forces that drove modernization and statehood. Students will also study 
Washington’s emergence as a force for economic development and international trade. This class meets the 
Washington state history graduation requirement.

• Online US Government
Online United States Government is a .5 credit class that focuses on the study of  the history and development 
of  the US Constitution, our rights as citizens, our political process, and the role of  the media in our political 
process.

• Online English 9
Online English 9 is a 1.0 credit class that will build core reading, writing, and thinking skills necessary for suc-
cess.  This class can be taken by the semester for .5 credit. 

• Online Health
Online Health is a comprehensive .5 credit health course that provides students with essential knowledge and 
decision-making skills for a healthy lifestyle. Students will analyze aspects of  emotional, social, and physical 
health and how these realms of  health influence each other. Students will apply principles of  health and wellness 
to their own lives. In addition, they will study behavior change and set goals to work on throughout the semester. 
Other topics of  study include substance abuse, safety and injury prevention, environmental health, and consumer 
health.

Lake Washington School District
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Running Start
Seniors and juniors who qualify may enroll in college level courses at local participating community and technical colleges. 
The courses taken will earn high school credit and college credit at some state colleges and universities. The Lake Washington 
School District pays the college tuition for a specified number of  credits taken. Students are responsible for all fees, books, and 
transportation. Students interested in Running Start must: 

• Consult their counselors for application instruction and program approval. 
• Take an assessment in literacy and mathematics at the community or technical college, scheduled by the student. 
• Students must have junior or senior standing in high school before taking courses through Running Start.  For juniors 

in the Lake Washington School District, this includes: completion of  one of  the Level 5 essays, completion of  the QSR 
Lab Report and the Problem Solving and Reasoning Report, being on track for completion of  Culminating Project as 
determined by counselor or advisor, completion of  10th grade required course sequence, and meeting state graduation 
requirements as outlined on page A2 of  this guide.

• For seniors this includes: completion of  two Level 5 essays, being on track for completion of  Culminating Project, 
Level 5 requirements, and satisfactory completion of  11th grade course sequences.

• Meet all LWSD graduation requirements through course work or through Running Start classes.  
(Running Start students are not eligible for course waivers.) 

• Students may be required to attend high school classes for the purpose of  completing high school graduation require-
ments. 

• Students who do not qualify for junior or senior status will not be approved for entry to Running Start and their tuition 
fees will not be paid by the school district. Parents and students will be responsible for course fees in the case that stu-
dents attend community college without adequate standing or approval as determined by counselor or administrator. 

To begin Running Start in a fall quarter, students must apply in the previous March.

CADR Courses
CADR courses meet new college admission requirements 
Since 2008, ninth graders who are planning to seek admission to public baccalaureate institutions (four-year colleges and univer-
sities) in Washington are required to take courses to meet the state’s minimum College Admission Distribution Requirements 
(CADR).  Courses that meet college admission requirements are marked with this icon (below) throughout the course catalog.

Look for this icon:

 

Please see pages A4-A5 for more information about college admission standards and CADR courses.

LWSD Nondiscrimination Statement
The Lake Washington School District shall not discriminate in its educa-
tional programs or employment procedures on the basis of  race, creed, reli-
gion, color, national origins, honorably discharged veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity, marital status, 
age, the presence of  any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of  
a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, gender, 
or membership or non-membership in employee organizations.

Lake Washington School District

This icon means that this course will fulfill one of  the state’s minimum college 
admission standard course requirements for admission to a state-run, four-year 
college or university.
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Joe Joss - Principal
14111 - 132nd Avenue N.E.
Kirkland, WA 98034
(425) 936-2400

www.lwsd.org/kajh
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