“A Matter of Degrees…and More”

Reference Sheet

MILITARY
Major Branches:  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard
Training Available:  All types of careers, ASVAB test provides career matches
Programs:  
· Enlisted – for high school graduates

· Officer – for college graduates
· ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corp) – ROTC scholarship available to cover   college costs, must be willing to serve in service after completion of college, not all  universities offer this program

· Military Academy – 4 year college degree earned at no cost except a commitment to the military after graduation; enter military as an officer, highly competitive to get in. 

· Military Academies:  West Point – Army; Annapolis – Navy; Air Force Academy; Coast Guard Academy.
Cost:  FREE housing, uniforms, food, training

Upside:  Career training, college benefits
Downside:  Locked in for a specific period of time - can’t quit even on your worst day


        War (death/injury)  


        Being away from loved ones for extended periods of time

APPRENTICESHIP
Description:  An Apprenticeship program is an organized system through which you learn the practical skills of a trade. A craft worker supervises the learning process while teaching you the skills on the job. Upon completion you become a journeyman and are licensed to work anywhere in the U.S.
Programs:  There are over 700 programs to choose from (electrician, firefighter, plumber, musical instrument repair, chef, carpenter, meat cutter, power line, etc.)
Training Available:  Get paid as you learn! Training divided between hands-on work and classroom learning. Programs can be 3-5 years in length. Many programs require math skills at the algebra level or above.
Cost:  An apprentice earns a wage while enrolled in an apprenticeship program. 

Upside:  Earning money while being trained for a specific career
Downside:  Usually required to sign a contract stating you will complete training and work with employer for a specified amount of time.
CAREER COLLEGES (Private – used to be called Trade Schools)
Description:  Specific training in one career, such as:

           Floral Design Institute – floral design


           International Air Academy – ticket agents, flight attendants


           Divers Institute of Technology – professional underwater divers for 



salvage and welding


           ITT Technical Institute – computers, electronics
Programs:  Specific career training only
Training Available:  Short term, usually 6 – 12 months
No specific requirements to enter school

Cost:  High cost 

Upside:  Get out into job market quickly; generally don’t take any classes that don’t specifically relate to career

Downside:  High cost

No regulated standards, so you may not be taught the most current skills
No degree, certificates only

TECHNICAL COLLEGES (Public)

Description:  Five technical colleges in our state, all on the west side on the mountains: Lake Washington Technical, Renton Technical, Bates Technical (in Tacoma), Clover Park Technical (in Tacoma) and Bellingham Technical College.  Technical Colleges emphasize preparation for specific careers.
Programs:  6 months for a certificate or up to two years for an Associate Degree (A.A.)
Program offer hands-on, technical training mixed with general education classes
Training Available:  At technical colleges, students can train for a wide variety of occupations; for example:  Auto Body Repair, Dental Assistant, Electronics, Hotel Operations, Welding Fabrication and more.
Who Can Apply?  Student must be a high school graduate or 18 years old

Must take a placement test called COMPASS for reading, writing and math – which determines placement in English and Math classes at the community/technical college
Cost:  Technical colleges average approximately half the cost of public four year colleges. As they are usually located close to home, you save on room and board.

Upside:  Great way to get career training 
Downside:  Need to be sure of your future career before selecting a technical program. Not created to allow students to take a variety of classes and “shop around” for a field of interest.
COMMUNITY COLLEGES (Public)

Description:  There are 28 community colleges located in our state. 
Programs:  Community colleges offer two-year liberal arts programs or specific career training programs.  After completing their studies, students receive a certificate, diploma or an associate’s degree.  Many students then transfer to a four-year college or university to continue their education.  Other graduates go directly into the work setting.
1. Two year degree programs called Associate degree, either Associate of Arts (A.A.) or Associate of Science (A.S.) which enable student to enter a career field after graduation. 

2. Two year TRANSFER degree programs allow student to complete first two years of a four year college program at the community college and then transfer to a four year school to finish up last two years. 
3. Community and technical colleges offer numerous degrees and certificates in a wide variety of academic professional and technical fields.  Check with the community or technical college of your choice for more information.
Who Can Apply?  Student must be a high school graduate or 18 years old. 

Must take a placement test called COMPASS for reading, writing and math –determines placement in English and Math classes at the community/technical college.
Cost:  Community colleges average approximately half the cost of public four year colleges. Since they are usually located close to home, you save on room and board.

Upside:  
· Close to home

· Classes are often smaller compared to a large university
· Can attend during day or evening, to accommodate work schedules

· Community based institutions that work in close partnership with high schools, community groups and employers.

· Faculty members are expert instructors, known for teaching and meeting students at the point of their individual needs, regardless of age, sex, race, current job status, or previous academic preparation. 
Downside:
· Can lack the big college atmosphere and experience that some students crave

· Athletics are minimal compared to a major university
FOUR YEAR COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES (Public or Private)

Description:  Colleges and universities offer many programs of study.  They may provide a liberal arts education or more specific specialization such as nursing or engineering.  They are funded in part by state money.  
The difference between a college and a university is that colleges only offer bachelor (4 year) degree programs.  Universities offer bachelor degrees in addition to master and doctoral degrees. College professors see teaching as their primary responsibility and classes tend to be smaller than those in universities.  University professors are usually involved in both teaching and research. Graduate students may help teach some of the classes at universities.  Universities often offer more extensive resources than smaller colleges in terms of libraries, laboratories, and athletic programs.  Employers though, often value graduates from liberal arts colleges since they tend to focus on a well-rounded preparation.

Programs:  Bachelor degree (4 year)
        Master degree 
        Doctoral or PhD degree 
Who Can Apply?  Must complete CADR (Core College Admissions Requirements) in high school, plus at least two years of the same foreign language
Cost:  Costs for colleges and universities vary depending on the type of institution (public or private) and other factors such as housing, books and supplies, and travel expenses.

Upside:  

· Four year colleges and university provide a broad experience that allows students to get a general education experience as well as focus on particular fields as well.

· Many careers require a BA or BS from a four year university as a minimum education for entry level positions.

· Four year colleges and universities usually provide on-campus housing options, large athletic programs, a variety of campus activities, and career placement help at graduation.

Downside:
· More costly than two year community colleges

· Students may feel “lost” in larger four year universities
PUBLIC 
Colleges/Universities in state:  

Central Washington University, Eastern Washington University, Evergreen State College, University of Washington, Washington State University and Western Washington University 

Colleges and Universities look at:

· Grades

· Essay or personal statement

· Test scores for SAT/and or ACT

· Class rank

· Teacher/counselor recommendation letters

· Extracurricular activities, including volunteer work, job, clubs, sports

· Leadership
PRIVATE (Independent) 

Description:  Most private colleges and universities are independent and are funded by tuition, endowments, gifts and bequests or corporate foundation grants.
Cost:  Depending on the school, costs may be very high. Private schools do offer more in scholarship money.

Upside:  Lower teacher to student ratio resulting in more individual attention
   Schools tend to be smaller

Downside:  Usually more expensive than public universities  

OUT OF STATE SCHOOLS

· Out of state tuition for public schools TRIPLES when you go out-of-state

· It is possible to establish residency in the new state, which generally takes at least a year
· Western Undergraduate Exchange Program (WUE) is an exchange program with 15 western states.  Attending a participating school reduces the cost from triple to 1 ½ times.
