
October Books 
Graphic Classics Volume 3 
HG Wells  
 

Graphic Classics: H.G. Wells is a completely revised second edition of the third volume in the Graphic 

Classics series. It features three new comics adaptations: "The Time Machine" by Antonella Caputo and 

Seth Frail, "The Invisible Man" by Rod Lott and Simon Gane, and "The Inexperienced Ghost" by Tom 

Pomplun and Rich Tommaso. Plus returning stories adapted by Dan O'Neill, Skip Williamson, Milton Knight, 

Brad Teare and Nick Miller, including the story of Orson Welles' 1938 radio broadcast of "The War of the 

Worlds." 

 

How Does the Show Go On Update: Introduction to the Theater 

Thomas Schumaker 

 

World-renowned Broadway producer Thomas Schumacher takes you behind the stage curtains in this 

exciting, interactive guide. Meet the talented cast of characters who work to deliver unforgettable 

performances; explore the inner workings of the theater building itself; and learn the answer to the 

question, "What's it really like to 'fly' over a stage?" Filled with pull-out artifacts - including an authentic 

Playbill program, script pages from The Little Mermaid, a fold-out display from High School Musical, a 

costume designer's sketchbook, and more - How Does the Show Go On? is a true backstage pass to the 

world of theater! 

 

Guinness Book of World Records 2009 

Guinness World Records 

 

Guinness World Records 2009 continues to build on the intriguing, informative, inspiring and instructional 

records and superlatives that have made Guinness World Records one of the most famous brands and an 

annual best-seller around the world.  

This year, we've created a revolutionary new design and filled it with more records than ever before. And 

the 2009 edition will have two gatefold spreads and over 20 pages of special records all with 3-D photos, 

which can be viewed with enclosed 3-D glasses!! Combined with a new, research-tested, eye-catching 

cover, over 1,000 new records and 100% new photos, this year's edition once again sets out to be the 

best Guinness World Records book ever!! 

 

Game 

Walter Dean Meyers 

 

Drew Lawson knows basketball is taking him places. It has to, because his grades certainly aren't. But 

lately his plan has run squarely into a pick. Coach's new offense has made another player a star, and 

Drew won't let anyone disrespect his game. Just as his team makes the playoffs, Drew must come up with 

something big to save his fading college prospects. It's all up to Drew to find out just how deep his game 

really is. 

 

Treasure Island: The Graphic Novel 

Robert Lewis Stevenson 

 

Jim Hawkins, Billy Bones, Ben Gunn, and Long John Silver come alive again in this faithful adaptation of 

the classic novel, which retains much of the original language. Billy Bones is still struck dead by apoplexy 

and the parrot still cries pieces of eight, for example. The stark visuals are often gripping, most notably in 

the scene in which Billy Bones first appears and later when Jim Hawkins fights for his life against Israel 

Hands aboard the Hispaniola. The section entitled The Making of Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island 

includes concept sketches, photos of Hamilton's friends that he used as models for his characters, and 

information on his artistic techniques. Readers will also learn that the author approaches storytelling in a 

cinematic way, which may explain why there are so many images of characters' faces hidden dramatically 

in shadows. Older children and teens will find this to be a compelling read, and it can help to bridge the 

gap in your library between graphic novels and the classics. 

 

  



Call of the Wild Graphic Novel 

Jack London 
This gripping story follows the adventures of the loyal dog Buck, who is stolen from his comfortable family 

home and forced into the harsh life of an Alaskan sled dog. Passed from master to master, Buck embarks 

on an extraordinary journey that ends with his becoming the legendary leader of a wolf pack. This volume 

is a strong adaptation of the original, with black-and-white illustrations, appendixes featuring sketches, 

adapter and illustrator notes, and biographical information about the original authors. These extra 

elements are outstanding as they enlighten readers about the books creative process and offer 

background material that are sure to pique interest in the original texts. Kleids adaptation is strong and 

compelling but is at odds with Ninos line drawings. The thin outlines and use of white space seem to 

contrast with the strength of the plot.  

 

In Defiance of Hitler: The Secret Mission of the Varian Fry 

Carla Killough McClafferty 

On August 4, 1940, an unassuming American journalist named Varian Fry made his way to Marseilles, 

France, carrying in his pockets the names of approximately two hundred artists and intellectuals – all 

enemies of the new Nazi regime. As a volunteer for the Emergency Rescue Committee, Fry’s mission was 

to help these refugees flee to safety, then return home two weeks later. As more and more people came 

to him for assistance, however, he realized the situation was far worse than anyone in America had 

suspected – and his role far greater than he had imagined. He remained in France for over a year, 

refusing to leave until he was forcibly evicted.  

At a time when most Americans ignored the atrocities in Europe, Varian Fry engaged in covert operations, 

putting himself in great danger, to save strangers in a foreign land. He was instrumental in the rescue of 

over two thousand refugees, including the novelist Heinrich Mann and the artist Marc Chagall. 

 

Snow Falling in Spring: Coming of Age in China During the Cultural Revolution 

Melanie Kroupa 

Most people cannot remember when their childhood ended. I, on the other hand, have a crystal-clear 

memory of that moment. It happened at night in the summer of 1966, when my elementary school 

headmaster hanged himself. 

In 1966 Moying, a student at a prestigious language school in Beijing, seems destined for a promising 

future. Everything changes when student Red Guards begin to orchestrate brutal assaults, violent public 

humiliations, and forced confessions. After watching her teachers and headmasters beaten in public, 

Moying flees school for the safety of home, only to witness her beloved grandmother denounced, her 

home ransacked, her father’s precious books flung onto the back of a truck, and Baba himself taken away. 

From labor camp, Baba entrusts a friend to deliver a reading list of banned books to Moying so that she 

can continue to learn. Now, with so much of her life at risk, she finds sanctuary in the world of imagination 

and learning.This inspiring memoir follows Moying Li from age twelve to twenty-two, illuminating a 

complex, dark time in China’s history as it tells the compelling story of one girl’s difficult but determined 

coming-of-age during the Cultural Revolution. 

 

Tomorrow, When the War Began (Vol. #1) 

John Marsden 

 

Australian teenager Ellie and six of her friends return from a winter break camping trip to find their homes 

burned or deserted, their families imprisoned, and their country occupied by a foreign military force in 

league with a band of disaffected Australians. As their shock wears off, the seven decide they must stick 

together if they are to survive. After a life-threatening skirmish with the occupiers, the teens retreat to 

their isolated campsite in the bush country and make plans to fight a guerilla war against the invaders. 

Writing in a distinct voice and showing rare intelligence and sensitivity, Ellie recounts their courageous 

battles against the Goliath in control of their land. She also records her feelings and observations about 

the romantic partnerships that develop within her small circle of friends, and shows how they mature and 

blossom during this time of crisis. Though readers are left wondering whether these heroes and heroines 

will survive (one is severely wounded at the end of the novel), Ellie's uncommonly honest and clear 

narration makes this coming-of-age adventure a story they won't forget. Fast-paced and provocative, it's 

a natural for book talking. 

 

 

  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Carla%20Killough%20McClafferty


Swords:An Artist’s Devotion 

Ben Boos 

 

Be smitten by the sword! An extraordinary young artist brings the history of this noble weapon — and its 

skillful masters — into stunningly sharp relief. 

Brave men and women have taken up the sword since ages of old, and a fascination with this formidable 

weapon grips dedicated followers to this day. Here is a celebration of swords and swordsmen that spans 

time and place — from ancient warriors such as Beowulf to medieval knights; from stealthy ninja and 

samurai to legendary maidens of war. Illustrated with breathtaking intricacy, SWORDS reflects the passion 

of a true devotee, offering lavish background details on design and use as well as exquisite spreads 

showcasing specimens in all their shining glory. 

 

Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow-Graphic Novel 

James Sturm 

Baseball Hall of Famer Leroy "Satchel" Paige (1905? - 1982) changed the face of the game in a career that 

spanned five decades. Much has been written about this larger-than-life pitcher, but when it comes to 

Paige, fact does not easily separate from fiction. He made a point of writing his own history...and then re-

writing it. A tall, lanky fireballer, he was arguably the Negro League's hardest thrower, most entertaining 

storyteller and greatest gate attraction. Now the Center for Cartoon Studies turns a graphic novelist's eye 

to Paige's story. Told from the point of view of a sharecropper, this compelling narrative follows Paige 

from game to game as he travels throughout the segregated South. In stark prose and powerful graphics, 

author and artist share the story of a sports hero, role model, consummate showman, and era-defining 

American.  

 

Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party 

Ying Chang Compestine 

 

Eight-year-old Ling, the spunky daughter of two doctors, lives in Wuhan, China; dreamy and idealistic, she 

often describes her world in metaphor (about her neighbor, Ling notes, Mrs. Wong was fragrant and warm 

like a red peony, which always welcomed visitors). But the lives of Ling and her family are disrupted when 

Comrade Li, an officer of the Communist Party, moves into their apartment. Difficulties mount as friends 

and neighbors disappear, Ling's father is arrested and she endures vicious tormenting at school because of 

her bourgeois background (At times I wished my family was poor and my parents worked on a vegetable 

farm... so I could have friends. But if my parents worked on a farm, who would treat their patients?). 

Although her father has been jailed, her family starved and their books burned, Ling fights to keep her 

long hair, a symbol of dignity and individualism to her, though her classmates see it as emblematic of 

Ling's privilege. Ling survives on wit, hope and courage until the death of Chairman Mao, after which she 

and her mother have a joyful reunion with Ling's father. Readers should remain rapt by Compestine's 

storytelling throughout this gripping account of life during China's Cultural Revolution. 

 

I am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee 

Charles J Shields 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird is one of the most widely read novels in American literature. It’s also a perennial 

favorite in highschool English classrooms across the nation. Yet onetime author Harper Lee is a mysterious 

figure who leads a very private life in her hometown of Monroeville, Alabama, refusing to give interviews 

or talk about the novel that made her a household name. Lee’s life is as rich as her fiction, from her 

girlhood as a rebellious tomboy to her days at the University of Alabama and early years as a struggling 

writer in New York City. Charles J. Shields is the author of the New York Times bestseller Mockingbird: A 

Portrait of Harper Lee, which he has adapted here for younger readers. What emerges in this riveting 

portrait is the story of an unconventional, high-spirited woman who drew on her love of writing and her 

Southern home to create a book that continues to speak to new generations of readers. Anyone who has 

enjoyed To Kill a Mockingbird will appreciate this glimpse into the life of its fascinating author. 

 

 

  



Mississippi Jack: Being and Account of the Further Waterborne Adventures of Jacky Faber, 

Midshipman, Fine Lade, and Lily of the West 

L.A.Meyer 

The intrepid Jacky Faber, having once again eluded British authorities, heads west, hoping that no one will 

recognize her in the wilds of America. There she tricks the tall-tale hero Mike Fink out of his flatboat, 

equips it as a floating casino-showboat, and heads south to New Orleans, battling murderous bandits, 

British soldiers, and other scoundrels along the way. Will Jacky's carelessness and impulsive actions 

ultimately cause her beloved Jaimy to be left in her wake? Bold, daring, and downright fun, Jacky Faber 

proves once again that with resilience and can-do spirit, she can wiggle out of any scrape . . . well, 

almost. 

 

Torn Away 

James Heneghan 

 

After his mother and sister were killed in a bombing incident, 13-year-old Declan Doyle took to the streets 

of Belfast with a gang called the Holy Terrors. His pre-IRA training is now cut short when he is "torn away 

from his native soil" and sent to live with his deceased father's brother in western Canada. Driven by 

dreams of revenge, the boy runs away, planning to return home to Ireland. Unable to escape, he makes a 

deal to stay with his relatives in their idyllic Vancouver fishing village for three months. Adjusting to a new 

country and a new family, yet still nursing his hatred of everything British, Declan is befriended by his 

cousins and a classmate. Finally, he is comes to understand the futility of the violence in his homeland and 

realizes how attached to his new life he has become. Fast-paced action opens the novel and immediately 

engages readers. Contemporary language and vivid description add to the sense of reality and enhance 

the easily readable style. Heneghan avoids arguments on the rights or wrongs of the Irish conflict, 

focusing instead on the human issues: families destroyed and lives torn apart by terrorist warfare. 

 

Caroline Graphic Novel 

Neil Gaiman 

 

British novelist Gaiman (American Gods; Stardust) and his long-time accomplice McKean (collaborators on 

a number of Gaiman's Sandman graphic novels as well as The Day I Swapped My Dad for 2 Goldfish) spin 

an electrifyingly creepy tale likely to haunt young readers for many moons. After Coraline and her parents 

move into an old house, Coraline asks her mother about a mysterious locked door. Her mother unlocks it 

to reveal that it leads nowhere: "When they turned the house into flats, they simply bricked it up," her 

mother explains. But something about the door attracts the girl, and when she later unlocks it herself, the 

bricks have disappeared. Through the door, she travels a dark corridor (which smells "like something very 

old and very slow") into a world that eerily mimics her own, but with sinister differences. "I'm your other 

mother," announces a woman who looks like Coraline's mother, except "her eyes were big black buttons." 

Coraline eventually makes it back to her real home only to find that her parents are missing--they're 

trapped in the shadowy other world, of course, and it's up to their scrappy daughter to save them. Gaiman 

twines his taut tale with a menacing tone and crisp prose fraught with memorable imagery ("Her other 

mother's hand scuttled off Coraline's shoulder like a frightened spider"), yet keeps the narrative just this 

side of terrifying. The imagery adds layers of psychological complexity (the button eyes of the characters 

in the other world vs. the heroine's increasing ability to distinguish between what is real and what is not; 

elements of Coraline's dreams that inform her waking decisions). 

 

Tomorrow#2: The Dead of Night 

John Marsden 

 

Marsden picks up right where Tomorrow, When the War Began (Houghton, 1995) left off. A few months 

have passed since Ellie and six of her friends returned from a camping trip deep in the Australian outback 

to find their country invaded by an unidentified, non-English-speaking nation. The Dead of Night opens 

with a brief recounting of what happened in the previous novel; two members of the group, Corrie and 

Kevin, are still missing. Homer, a self-appointed leader, rallies the others together to track them down. 

They discover that Kevin has been imprisoned, and Corrie is alive, but in a coma. The teens continue their 

guerrilla activities and, by the end of the story, have lost Chris, another comrade. As in Tomorrow, Ellie 

narrates and keeps a written record of the group's activities and experiences. She is a fully realized 

character who grows considerably in the story. She is a thoughtful, realistic protagonist who wrestles not 

only with the brutalities of war, but also with her own adolescence.  



 

Graphic Classics, Vol. 2: Arthur Conan Doyle, Second Edition 

Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

Doyle's prose and poetry are brought to life in this exciting volume. It has some overlap from the first 

volume (Eureka, 2002), but also includes some truly outstanding new tales. In The Ghosts of Goresthorpe 

Grange, a man believes that his house is occupied by spirits and seeks out the help of a medium. 

Ultimately, he is drugged and swindled, and the dreamlike style of the art reinforces this mood. In Two 

Great Brown-Pericord Motor, two men create an invention and become fiercely jealous and protective of it, 

until disaster erupts. This volume also contains two Sherlock Holmes stories and thrilling tales of sea 

adventures. Though each one is illustrated by a different artist, the writing ties the collection together 

nicely. Unlike the earlier volume, this one utilizes a consistent comic format throughout. The artists have 

deftly captured the themes and moods of each piece in the black-and-white illustrations done in a wide 

range of styles and techniques. This assortment of tales may attract new readers to Doyle's work. 

 

Graphic Classics: Edgar Allan Poe 

Edgar Allan Poe 

 

A collection of adaptations of 13 of Poe's poems and short stories. Many favorites are included, such as 

"The Tell-Tale Heart," "The Raven," and "The Fall of the House of Usher"; some less-well-known works 

also make an appearance. The short stories are usually either abridged or paraphrased; "Hop Frog" and 

"The Black Cat" stand as exceptions, presented in their entirety with a few smart illustrations occasionally 

breaking the text. While no adaptation will ever completely do justice to Poe's genius, his original words 

are handled carefully and with due respect. However, where this edition of Graphic Classics succeeds most 

brilliantly is in its renditions of Poe's poems, which remain untouched yet are sumptuously and often 

lavishly decorated. Of particular note is Rafael Nieves and Juan Gomez's "The Bells." From J. B. Bonivert's 

psychedelic interpretation of "The Raven" to John Coulthart's gothic plates in "The Haunted Palace," each 

retelling opens new and engaging perspectives into Poe's masterpieces. The potential that this book has to 

draw comics readers, reluctant or otherwise, into the world of classic literature is enough to make it a 

worthwhile purchase; the quality of the art and storytelling makes it a noteworthy addition to any 

collection. 

 

American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch, an Odyssey in 

the New China 

Mathew Polly 

 

In this smoothly written memoir, 98-pound weakling Polly makes the age-old decision to turn his nerdy 

self into a fighting machine. Polly's quest for manhood leads this guy from Topeka, Kans., to the Shaolin 

Temple, ancient home of the fighting monks and setting for 10,000 chop-socky movies. As much a 

student of Chinese culture as he is a martial artist, Polly derives a great deal of humor from the 

misunderstandings that follow a six-foot-three laowai (white foreigner) in a China taking its first awkward 

steps into capitalism after Tiananmen Square. Polly has a good eye for characters and introduces the 

reader to a Finnish messiah, a practitioner of "iron crotch" kung fu, and his nagging girlfriend. We get the 

inside dope on Chinese dating, Chinese drinking games and a medical system apparently modeled on the 

Spanish Inquisition. The last hundred pages of the book lose focus, and Polly doesn't convincingly 

demonstrate how he transforms himself from a stumbling geek to a kickboxing stud who can stand toe-to-

toe with the highest-ranked fighter in the world. Although Polly may fall short in sharing Shaolin's secrets, 

as a chronicler of human absurdity he makes all the right moves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


