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The Lake Washington Schools Foundation was
founded in March 2005 to engage our community in raising
resources to enrich our schools and empower students to
reach their full potential.

Due to state funding decisions made over 30 years
ago, Washington State is not able to fund the Lake
Washington School District at the level needed to provide a
world class education to ensure our children can compete in
a global economy. The school district needs our help.

Since it was established over four years ago, the
Foundation has raised over $580,000 to support the 24,000
students in the District. The generous response of our
community - families, businesses, service clubs, and other
organizations - has allowed us to fund programs that have
touched over 17,000 students.

“l was inspired to learn
something new!”

With that simple, heartfelt
statement, Lisa, a student at the
Futures School, told her story at our
annual fundraising luncheon last
April. Lisa talked about a life
changing experience for her when
she enrolled in a Forensics class at
the Futures School. Because of her
teacher’s vision, funded by a $3,000
grant from the Lake Washington
Schools Foundation, she is now
excited about pursuing a career in
science after high school and
evaluating the many options open
to her.

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation was established to
help our community directly and efficiently invest in classroom learning.
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Leveled reading libraries for early readers

Donors provided emergent readers with leveled
reading books to allow them to explore reading at a
developmentally appropriate level and to advance
in incremental steps necessary for success.

Mission:

Why do we need a schools foundation?

Research shows that support from a
schools foundation raises test scores
and increases individual student
potential and performance.

Schools foundations provide the
enrichment opportunities that local
levies cannot fund.

Most of our neighboring school districts
have a schools foundation that each
raise between $100,000 and $2 M per
year for supplemental educational
opportunities.

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation supports
academic excellence and success for all students.
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Grants

As a result of the generosity of our donors, the Lake
Washington Schools Foundation offers multiple grant
programs designed in conjunction with the Lake Washington
School District to address specific needs. To date, we have:

“The staff and children from
Juanita Elementary would like
to thank each and every one of
the Foundation’s donors for
providing the financial and the
emotional support for the
enrichment that makes
education a learning process
rather than plodding through a
time on task environment.”

e Distributed 250 New Teacher Grants totaling
$50,000 to every new LWSD teacher with one year
or less of teaching experience;

e Funded 115 Classroom/School Enrichment Grants
totaling $130,000 to support innovative and
engaging educational projects that enrich and
enhance the Lake Washington School District
curriculum;

e  Contributed $35,000 towards the first phase of a
district-wide effort to strengthen K-12 science
curriculum by offering junior high Science
Challenge Grants of up to $5,000 each to pilot
opportunities for experiential and engaging hands-
on science curriculum;

e Granted $5,000 through the Access Fund to help
low-income students defray some of the costs of
attending schools, such as classroom fees;

e Awarded $6,800 to LINKS, a district-wide pilot

: ; mentoring program developed to bring students

“Geocaching” Using GPS units, middle school students together with caring adults who offer guidance and

learned to integrate and enhance their skills in social studies, . .

logic and science. encouragement to enhance the academic, social and

emotional development of students at risk.

Teacher Kathleen Marshall antf'2
graders from Juanita Elementary
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A child" s future starts today!

Parents, students and community have an active role in helping to build the foundation of our students for
their future.

Please visit our Web site at www.lwsf.org to learn how our donors’ gifts of time, money and in-kind
services are directly and efficiently impacting classroom learning and supporting the Lake Washington School
District in preparing students to graduate and lead rewarding, responsible lives as contributing members of our
community and greater society.

Lake Washington Schools Foundation—Board of Trustees

Byron Shutz & Sherry Wartelle, Co-Presidents ¢ Terri Blier, Vice President Board Development
Jack Eaton, Treasurer ¢ Claire Beighle, Secretary ¢ Scott Harlan, Immediate Past-President
Christine Enslein ¢ Matt Gregory ¢ Ryan Hamlin ¢ Peg Hunt ¢ Carrie Schwitters
Dr. Chip Kimball, Superintendent, Lake Washington School District (ex-officio)

Jackie Pendergrass, President, Lake Washington School District Board (ex-officio)
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History of the Lake Washington Schools Foundation

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation was established in 2005 out of a desire to bring innovation and
enrichment to the students of the Lake Washington School District, a district of over 24,000 students in 48 schools
in King County Washington. Twelve dedicated community members realized that by raising funds and distributing
them to schools in a variety of ways, they could enhance the work of the Lake Washington School District. The
Foundation seeks to empower schools and teachers to find innovative teaching solutions to enhance education
beyond the basics, allow individual students to reach their maximum potential and ensure that all students have
the opportunity to be successful.

The Foundation firmly believes that education is one of the most important tools we have in empowering children
to succeed. This basic tenet is the foundation for the mission of the Foundation, which is to support academic
excellence and success for all students.

The Lake Washington School District is the sixth largest in the state of Washington, yet because of complex
antiquated school funding laws, it receives approximately $1,000 less per student than other districts of
comparable size. The Foundation’s Board of Trustees recognize that in this era of reduced public funding for
schools, a dedicated foundation is a vital component of a successful public school district. According to the
National Schools Foundation Association, currently in the U.S. there are over 4,800 schools foundations in 16,000
school districts raising money on their behalf. The money raised by these foundations has become vital to their
continued success. Most other school districts in the area have the support of a foundation. For example,
neighboring Bellevue School District, one of the top-rated districts in the state of Washington, has had the support
of a schools foundation since 1979. Since that time, the Bellevue Schools Foundation has raised over $14 million to
support the schools in their district providing a substantial benefit to the Bellevue schools. The Lake Washington
Schools Foundation intends to achieve similar results.

The Foundation is fortunate to have the full support of the Lake Washington School District. Dr. Chip Kimball,
District Superintendent, and Jackie Pendergrass, School Board Member, are both ex-officio members of the Board
of Trustees. Though the Foundation is an independent organization separate and distinct from the school district,
the two bodies work closely together to determine how best to meet the educational needs of the district.

Since our inception, the Foundation has raised over $400,000 and has awarded $225,000 in grants from our four
program areas: Science Enrichment Grants, Classroom and School Enrichment Grants, New Teacher Grants and
the Access Fund.

The Science Enrichment Initiative was adopted with the full support of the Lake Washington School District in
January of 2007 to compliment the contributions to math and technology made by the Foundation through its
Classroom and School Enrichment Grants and align with statewide interest in math and science. The goal of the
science initiative is to encourage students with strong skills and interests to pursue careers in science; facilitate
student opportunities to discover a passion in one of the many areas of science. Increased science education in our
schools today creates a better educated and more innovative workforce tomorrow.

Classroom and School Enrichment Grants allow each teacher, staff or principal to develop innovative and creative
projects that enhance Lake Washington School District curriculum and provide learning opportunities for students
that would not otherwise be available.

New Teacher Grants are "strings free" grants of $200 each to teachers with less than one year of classroom
experience. They provide teachers new to the profession with financial support to create an engaging learning
environment. New Teacher Grants also demonstrate community support for the role teachers have in our
students' lives.
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Access Fund: after an eight month feasibility study and assessment, three schools were chosen to receive a grant
from the Access Fund: Juanita High School, B.E.S.T. Alternative High School and Kamiakin Junior High School. Each
school is provided financial resources to pay academic class fees, athletic or art fees for students where the fees
are considered a financial hardship upon the family (i.e. family qualifies for free-or-reduced lunch). The fund is
announced at the time of class registration so that students can choose their courses without ability to pay being a
barrier. School counselors will be responsible for the administration of the program and providing the necessary
data to evaluate the program's impact on increasing access to all courses. The goal is to provide the opportunity
for junior high and high school students with limited financial resources to enroll in any academic class offered by
their school, especially those associated with graduation requirements, and/or to prepare them for college or to
gain college admission.

The Foundation works tirelessly to reach out to individuals and businesses in the community to raise awareness of
the financial situation of the district and to partner with community members to raise funds to support the
Foundation's programs.

The Foundation is fortunate to have a dedicated army of volunteers who work tirelessly in all areas of the
Foundation's work including office support, programs, web site development and maintenance, public relations,
and fundraising. In the past two years, more than 200 community members logged over 8,000 volunteer hours
building a strong, viable Foundation.

The Foundation is pleased to have the support of the community, the district, and business in its mission to enrich
educational opportunities for all its students, empower them to reach their potential and engage the community in
this effort. The Foundation expects to see its contribution to education increase substantially in the years to come.
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Facts

Date established/incorporated: March 2005
Foundation phone: 425-702-3414
Foundation address: P.O. Box 97039 Redmond, WA 98073

Foundation fax: 425-702-3449

Foundation email: info@Iwsf.org
Foundation website: www.lwsf.org

Foundation mission: The Lake Washington Schools Foundation supports academic excellence and
success for all students.

Foundation values:
e Enabling and ensuring resources to accomplish excellence in education.
e Rich and varied learning experiences that encourage all students to reach their maximum
potential.
e Programs that support the diverse needs of our students.
e The development of strong community support.
e The equitable and transparent allocation of resources

Tag line: Lake Washington Schools Foundation "Where community support impacts public education."
Foundation Tax ID #: 55-0891792

LWSD enrollment: 23,565
Elementary: 12,844

Junior High: 5,257

High School: 5,464

30 Elementary Schools

12 Junior Highs

7 High Schools

Free and Reduced Price Meals: 11.2%

Demographics Student Ethnicity, October 2007

American Indian/Alaska Native 0.62%
Multi-Racial 3.11%
Asian 14.73%
Black 2.38%
Hispanic 6.68%

White 72.47%


mailto:info@lwsf.org
http://www.lwsf.org/

e e ehoots &6 LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

Foundation

Where Community Support Impacts Public Education

Grant Programs

Access Fund
Each high school is provided financial resources to pay academic class fees, athletic or art fees for
students where the fees are considered a financial hardship upon the family (i.e. family qualifies for free-
or-reduced lunch). The fund is announced at the time of class registration so that students can choose
their courses without ability to pay being a barrier. School counselors will be responsible for the
administration of the program and providing the necessary data to evaluate the program’s impact on
increasing access to all courses.

Goal: To provide the opportunity for junior high and high school students with limited financial resources
to enroll in any academic class offered by their school, especially those associated with graduation
requirements, and/or to prepare them for college or to gain college admission.

Classroom and School Enrichment Grants
Education funding from Washington State covers the basics - reading, writing and math and not much
else. Currently, not all teachers have the financial backing to pursue innovative teaching techniques,
curriculums or activities that enhance the current curriculum above and beyond what is available for
students through LWSD.

Goal: Classroom and School Enrichment Grants make funds available to all schools in the LWSD for

innovative and creative projects that enhance or expand the LWSD curriculum in the classroom. The
Foundation awards up to $1500 for elementary and up to $3000 for junior high and high schools for
projects that actively engage students in an enriching learning experience.

LINKS: Looking Into the Needs of Kids and Schools

LINKS recruits caring members of the community to volunteer one hour or more per week in the schools of the Lake
Washington School District. Volunteer opportunities include tutor, mentor, library helper, lunch buddy, and general
classroom assistance.

LINKS was formed by parents and community leaders in the Lake Washington School District who recognized the
disparity in the level of volunteerism amongst schools. The LINKS program has grown district-wide and is generously
supported by the Lake Washington School District, the Lake Washington Schools Foundation and the Lake Washington
PTSA Council.

Goal: LINKS, adistrict-wide pilot mentoring program, brings students together with caring adults who offer
guidance and encouragement to enhance the academic, social and emotional development of students at
risk.

New Teacher Grants
Approximately 90 teachers with one-year or less of teaching experience are hired every year by the Lake
WA School District (LWSD). Beginning a new profession has many costs associated with it. For teachers,
the costs to set-up a new classroom can be one of the most expensive. Research shows that teachers
spend over $400 annually on classroom supplies. These costs can include classroom books, reference
materials, art supplies, bookshelves, posters, and other materials to make an engaging classroom.

Goal: New Teacher Grants provide $200 to each new hire in the LWSD with less than one-year of
experience. Receiving the New Teacher Grant provides teachers new to the profession with some
financial support to help create an engaging learning environment; and demonstrates community support
for the role teachers have in our students’ lives.
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Powerful Partnerships for Students!

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation advocates for education excellence and success for our
children in the school district. Resources raised by the Foundation provide programs that enrich and
inspire learning, help and encourage students at-risk, and improve academic performance and success.

The Foundation is a powerful partnership amongst business and community leaders, parents, and
educators throughout the Lake Washington School District. Beyond financial resources, we need
volunteers willing to lend a hand. The time commitments are mainly short term as well as those lasting
just a few hours.

At this time, we are looking for volunteers to serve as ambassador liaisons between the Foundation and
our schools. Ambassador liaisons are those actively involved and connected with their school
community — through PTSA, volunteering, etc. — and willing to ensure inclusion of Foundation
information and announcements in communication resources with your school community—at PTA
meetings, school newsletters, on the school Website, and other appropriate communication tools.



