
 

  

 

      Expository essays require that the writer give information, explain the topic or define 
something. To accomplish that, they are best developed by the use of facts and statistical 
information, cause and effect relationships, or examples. Since they are factual, they are 
written without emotion and usually written in the third person. That means that the use of 
the pronoun "I" is not usually found within the essay.   

 

     When you write a narrative essay, you are telling a story. Narrative essays are told from 
a defined point of view, often the author's, so there is feeling as well as specific and often 
sensory details provided to get the reader involved in the elements and sequence of the 
story. The verbs are vivid and precise. The narrative essay makes a point and that point is 
often defined in the opening sentence, but can also be found as the last sentence in the 
opening paragraph. (For test taking purposes, it can be wise to put if first so that the 
person grading does not miss it. 

     Since a narrative relies on personal experiences, it often is in the form of a story. When 
the writer uses this technique, he or she must be sure to include all the conventions of 
storytelling: plot, character, setting, climax, and ending. It is usually filled with details that 
are carefully selected to explain, support, or embellish the story. All of the details relate to 
the main point the writer is attempting to make.  

 

     Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader that the point of view or course of 
action recommended by the writer is valid. To accomplish this, the writer must develop a 
limited topic which is well defined and debatable, that is has more than one side. It is 
important that the author understand other sides of the position so that the strongest 
information to counter the others can be presented. In the essay, only one side of the issue 
is presented. 


