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Milo 
Alan Silberberg 
By page 14, readers will know that this is more than just another funny story about a middle school misfit 
who is the new kid in the neighborhood. While Milo does struggle with all the normal tween anxieties and 
self-consciousness about his family, there is more. Silberberg details the daily events with Wimpy Kid-like 
drawings and quick-witted humor that will keep the pages turning. Milo's new friendships with classmates 

Marshall and Hillary and elderly neighbor Sylvia Poole allow readers to glimpse at the deeper truth–Milo's mother's 
death–as it emerges between laugh lines. 
  

Heart of a Samurai (Unit 4) 
Margi Preus 
A Japanese teenager living in the mid-19th century bridges two worlds in this stunning debut novel based 
on true events. Manjiro and his fellow fishermen find refuge on a remote island after a storm destroys their 
ship. When they are rescued by an American whaleboat captain and given the chance to return home with 
him, Manjiro accepts the offer. His encounters with a land that he has been taught is barbaric and his 

subsequent efforts to return to Japan shape him into an admirable character. Preus places readers in the young man's 
shoes, whether he is on a ship or in a Japanese prison. Her deftness in writing is evident in two poignant scenes, one in 
which Manjiro realizes the similarities between the Japanese and the Americans and the other when he reunites with his 
Japanese family. 
  

Annexed 
Sharon Dogar 
On July 13, 1942, 15-year-old Peter van Pels and his parents entered the attic that became their home for 
two years. Peter is angry that he is hiding and not fighting Nazis. He is also not happy to be sharing cramped 
living quarters with the Franks, especially know-it-all Anne. In this novel, Dogar "reimagines" what 
happened between the families who lived in the secret annex immortalized in Anne Frank's diary. In doing 

so, she creates a captivating historical novel and fully fleshes out the character of Peter, a boy whom teens will easily 
relate to. 
  

The Van Alen Legacy: A Blue Bloods Novel 
Melissa de la Cruz 
With the stunning revelation surrounding Bliss's true identity comes the growing threat of the sinister Silver 
Bloods. Once left to live the glamorous life in New York City, the Blue Bloods now find themselves in an epic 
battle for survival. Not to worry, love is still in the air for the young vampires of the Upper East Side. Or is 
it? Jack and Schuyler are over. Oliver's brokenhearted. And only the cunning Mimi seems to be happily 

engaged. 
  
After Ever After 
Jordan Sonnenblick 
Sonnenblick's Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie (Turning Tide, 2004) told the story of eighth-grader Steven 
Alper and his struggle to deal with his four-year-old brother's leukemia diagnosis amid the normal drama of 
being a teen. This sequel is told from Jeffrey's point of view. Now Jeff is in eighth grade and just as he's 
getting his first girlfriend, wondering why his best friend and fellow cancer survivor is acting so weird, and 

trying to cope with some post-cancer disabilities, Steven, his rock, has dropped out of college and gone to join a 
drumming circle—in Africa! In a year of emotional and physical challenges, heartache, humor, and love, Jeffrey learns to 
depend on himself and live life to the fullest. 
  

Twelfth Grade Kills: The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod 
Heather Brewer 
As a teenage vampire, Vlad has spent the last four years trying to handle the pressures of school while 
sidestepping a slayer out for his blood. Now heÕs a senior, and in this final, action-packed book in the 
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series, Vlad must confront the secrets of the past, unravel the mystery of who he really is, make decisions about his 
future, and face his greatest enemy. ItÕs a senior year that totally bites. 

  
Half Brother 
Kenneth Oppel 
 Thirteen-year-old Ben Tomlin's whole world is changing. His parents, research scientists, have moved 
them across Canada to be with their newest subject, Zan. Intending to prove that chimpanzees are 
capable of intelligent thought and communication, the Tomlins teach the baby chimp sign language and 
incorporate him into their daily lives. Thrust into a new school and, essentially, a new family, Ben is 
caught in a whirl of new emotions, especially when the lovely Jennifer comes onto the scene. Though 
Zan learns sign language relatively well, his animal instincts gradually become more pronounced and 

Ben and his parents must make some important decisions about the chimp's future. 
 
The Short Second Life of Bree Tanner 
Stephenie Meyer 
Bree Tanner was a fifteen year old runaway before she became a vampire. Now, a three-month-old 
vampire, Bree has to find ways to stay alive, to feed without getting caught, and to find the truth about her 
new life. But Riley, the leader of this gang, is spurring them to war. 

  
The Other Side of the Island: A Novel 
Allegra Goodman 
Honor and her parents have been forcibly relocated to a seaside shack, the most dangerous living facility in 
this carefully constructed dystopia. In this future world, reminiscent of that in Lois Lowry's The Giver 
(Houghton, 1993), the Corporation, headed by the mysterious Earth Mother, has created a totally 

controlled society. Lands are being enclosed to protect the inhabitants from freak natural weather, and "safe" weather 
is created with overlays—fake sunrises and sunsets projected daily on the sky. Honor's parents refuse to conform. Honor 
suffers from being different, but when she meets Helix, a boy whose parents are also intent on rebelling against the 
Corporation, the two children must discover a way to rescue Helix's parents and Honor's mother, who have been 
"taken" and turned into the zombielike orderlies who mindlessly serve the government. 
  

Ship Breaker 
Paolo Bacigalupi 
A fast-paced postapocalyptic adventure set on the American Gulf Coast. Nailer works light crew; his dirty, 
dangerous job is to crawl deep into the wrecks of the ancient oil tankers that line the beach, scavenging 
copper wire and turning it over to his crew boss. After a brutal hurricane passes over, Nailer and his friend 
Pima stumble upon the wreck of a luxurious clipper ship. It's filled with valuable goods—a "Lucky Strike" 

that could make them rich, if only they can find a safe way to cash it in. Amid the wreckage, a girl barely clings to life. If 
they help her, she tells them, she can show them a world of privilege that they have never known. But can they trust 
her? And if so, can they keep the girl safe from Nailer's drug-addicted father? 
  

The Gardener 
S.A. Bodeen 
On a visit to the nursing home in which his mother works, Mason discovers that her job does not involve 

caring for the elderly patients as he imagined, but for several apparently catatonic teenagers. When his 

mother steps away, one of the teens awakens in response to a DVD that he puts on. She suffers from 

amnesia but somehow knows she must escape her current environment and begs Mason for his help. He suddenly finds 

himself on the run from TroDyn Industries, the scientific corporation that owns most of his town. It has been using the 

girl as part of some sort of research—but what kind? And might there be some link to the father Mason has never met? 


