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v Mao's Last Dancer (Unit 3)

d o Li Cunxin

ﬁ‘ ' 8 In 1961, just three years after Mao's disastrous Great Leap Forward, Li Cunxin was born, the sixth son in a

DA(})JSCII:-QST' family of Chinese peasants who eked out a meager existence on a rural commune. During his childhood he
; £ endured unimaginable poverty and hardships and witnessed the shooting of 15 "counter-revolutionaries"

. by Mao's Red Guards. When chosen to audition for Madame Mao's Beijing Ballet Academy at age 11, ballet

became his chance for a good job and enough food for life. Many years of training, two U.S. trips, one premature

marriage, and a defection later, Li joined the Houston Ballet as a principal dancer, paving his way to international fame.
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Paper Daughter (Unit 3)
Jeanette Ingold

In the month after 16-year-old Maggie Chen’s father, a respected journalist, was killed in a hit-and-run

, accident, a basement flood destroys his notebooks. As she searches through the sodden paperwork,

z " Maggie discovers puzzling inconsistencies. Had her father lied about his family history? Maggie, an

— S aspiring journalist herself, is just beginning an internship at a Seattle paper, and in one of her first

assignments, she uncovers a story that links directly to both the circumstances of her father’s death and to the truth
about his origins.

Twilight: The Graphic Novel Vol. 1

Stephenie Meyer/Young Kim

When Isabella Swan moves to the gloomy town of Forks and meets the mysterious, alluring Edward Cullen, her life
takes a thrilling and terrifying turn. With his porcelain skin, golden eyes, mesmerizing voice, and supernatural gifts,
Edward is both irresistible and impenetrable. Up until now, he has managed to keep his true identity hidden, but
Bella is determined to uncover his dark secret...

Beautifully rendered, this first installment of Twilight: The Graphic Novel is a must-have for any collector’s library.

Incarceron

The vast prison Incarceron, made of metal and cutting-edge technology, was designed as a grand
experiment: all undesirables would be sealed inside and given everything for a model utopia. But the
experiment failed as Incarceron grew self-aware and tyrannical, resources dwindled, and prisoners divided
into factions. Centuries later, prisoners exist under Incarceron’s watchful eyes with one belief: no one from
Outside enters, no one from Inside escapes. Finn, however, believes he’s from Outside, and after he finds a crystal key
that opens any door, he embarks on a journey to escape. Outside Incarceron, Claudia, the warden’s daughter, is also
looking for escape, from an arranged marriage and from her role in a plot to end Protocol, which forces inhabitants to
live according to seventeenth-century norms. When she too finds a crystal key, she comes into communication with
Finn, who she believes is the true prince of the Realm.

Fang: A Maximum Ride Novel

James Patterson

Being a kid with wings--constantly on the run--has never been easy, and Max and her flock are getting
tenser than ever. First, on a trip to Africa, they meet a mysterious billionaire whose intense scrutiny of the
flock makes her fear the worst. Then, a cryptic message from a young girl arrives, warning them "The sky
will fall." And as if an impending apocalypse weren't bad enough, canny birdkid Angel makes a dire
prophecy about Max's soul mate: Fang will be the first to die.
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Max's desperate desire to protect Fang brings the two closer than ever. But can the team weather the storm, or will the
turmoil rip them apart for the last time?



Numa8ers
numsers Rachel Ward
T 10102001. That's Jem's mother's number. Jem saw it whenever she looked into her mother's eyes, but it
wasn't until four years after the woman's fatal heroin overdose when Jem was 11 that she realized that the
number was the date her mother would die. And it's not just that number that the teen sees—she knows
when everyone will die by looking into their eyes. Isolating herself from the rest of humanity seems to be
the only solution until Spider, a freakishly tall, twitchy mess of a boy, refuses to leave her alone. In spite of the fact that
she knows his death date is only months away, she can't resist his overtures of friendship. One afternoon, while ditching
school, they head for the London Eye tourist attraction. When Jem realizes that several people standing in line are fated
to die that very day, she panics and takes off. Newspapers and television pick up the story, and Jem and Spider, targeted
as the terrorists responsible for destroying the Eye, or at least witnesses, are on the run in a stolen car.
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Juggling Fire
Joanne Bell

Rachel's idyllic existence with her family in the remote mountain passes of northern Yukon was shattered
by her father's depression, the family's relocation to "town" and her father's subsequent disappearance.
Obsessed with understanding why her father never returned, Rachel hikes with her dog across mountain
passes and along valleys to her childhood home. As she walks, she distracts herself from her anxiety by
reinventing fairy tales remembered from her childhood. As the days pass, the imaginary quest begins to echo her own
journey as she confronts danger, faces loneliness and unearths the truth about her father.

13 Treasures

Michelle Harrison

No one else can see the evil fairies that rouse Tanya from her sleep, torturing her at the slightest mention
of their existence, but they are as real to the 13-year-old as anything she's ever known. She cannot rid
herself of them, nor can she ignore them. But it is her insistence on responding to them that has her
banished to her grandmother's secluded countryside manor.

There is much to explore and even more to fear in the woods surrounding the estate. But, the forest isn't the only
source of dark secrets, and Tanya soon finds herself entangled in a mystery that could trap her in the fairy realm forever.

Maximum Ride: Manga Vol. 2

James Patterson/NaRae Lee

Having recovered Angel, Max and the flock head to New York City to pursue a lead regarding their true
identities. But where the flock goes, erasers are sure to follow! Even more troubling, though, is the voice
that's begun whispering in Max's head. Is it really her destiny to save the world?

The Schwa Was Here: An Antsy Bonano Novel

Neil Shusterman

Eighth-grader "Antsy" Bonano recounts how his accidental relationship with three quirky characters winds
up being mutually beneficial. The catalyst in this social collision is Calvin Schwa, a classmate who has an
almost supernatural knack for going completely unnoticed. When Antsy decides to become an "agent" for
the "nearly invisible" Schwa by entertaining wagers on what he can get away with by being able to fly
almost entirely beneath the social radar, the boys enjoy temporary success until they accept a dare requiring "The
Schwa" to enter the home of a legendary local eccentric and retrieve a dog bowl belonging to any one of his 14 Afghans.
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For Keeps: A Novel

Natasha Friend

Growing up in EImhurst, Massachusetts, high-school junior Josie is close with her single-parent mom, Katie,
33, who got pregnant as a teenager. Mother and daughter have a lot of fun together, sometimes switching
roles, but then Paul, the father Josie has never met, comes back to town. Will Josie run into him? Why did
he leave after he found out Katie was pregnant and never contact them again? Did he want Katie to have
an abortion? With the mother-daughter relationship at the core of this lively novel, the contemporary story also weaves
in many subplots about Josie’s romance with her boyfriend and her friendship with her best pal, Liv, who has a happy
family with two gay dads. Is Liv pregnant? Abortion is a recurring theme, and so is family. But this isn't just an issue-
driven story. There is a real plot, filled with fast, immediate dialogue and secrets about Josie’s mother, father, and
grandparents that continue to the novel's end.

Bt The Carbon Diaries: 2015

S| Saci lloyd
Laura Brown's diary of 2015 charts the first year of carbon rationing in Great Britain. The global climate has
declined so precipitously that the country has made the unilateral decision to cut its carbon emissions by
60 percent. Everyone is issued a card that tracks their allowable use of carbon for the year. This limits utility
usage, travel, and purchase of anything that has been transported over a distance, including food. Laura
has to cope with limits to hygiene, cell phone use, and practice time with her band and listen to lectures on reducing
energy consumption. Her father's job as Head of Travel and Tourism at a local college is eliminated. Freezing weather is
followed by hot drought and flooding to finish off the year. Her family initially reacts badly to the strains—her parents
fight, her dad starts drinking but then tries his hand at home agriculture, her mom joins the Women Moving Forward
club, and her sister, Kim, disappears for days at a time and almost dies when a cholera epidemic hits the city.
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Two years have passed since the Carbon Diaries 2015 (2009), and Laura just wants to play punk music. With
carbon rationing and the Thames flooding constantly, London s not like it used to be. Laura and her loved
ones experience drought, flood, malaria, refugee-camp internment and recurring police brutality. Refugees from global
drought pour into Europe, sparking increased political power for anti-immigrant racists. But despite the novel s grim
dystopianism hope lying only in a forward-into-the-past mentality that has Londoners planting cabbages on rooftops
Laura s story features unexpected moral complexity. She and her friends repeatedly debate the obligations of the
privileged in a world gone horribly wrong. Should they join the anti-government terrorists, march against United Front
racists, live in vegan squats, feed refugees in the Sudan or just live their punk-rock student lives? It s complicated, Laura
realizes no one answer is right. If there s any hope in this dizzying, brilliantly drawn and terrifyingly possible near-future,
it s the ability of even selfish people to passionately throw themselves against overwhelming odds.
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