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Matched 
Ally Condie 
 
For Cassia, nothing is left to chance--not what she will eat, the job she will have, or 
the man she will marry. In Matched, the Society Officials have determined optimal 

outcomes for all aspects of daily life, thereby removing the "burden" of choice. When Cassia's 
best friend is identified as her ideal marriage Match it confirms her belief that Society knows 

best, until she plugs in her Match microchip and a different boy’s face flashes on the screen. This 
improbable mistake sets Cassia on a dangerous path to the unthinkable--rebelling against the 

predetermined life Society has in store for her. 
  
Sisters Red 
Jackson Pearce 
 
The story of Scarlett and Rosie March, two highly-skilled sisters who have been 

hunting Fenris (werewolves) -- who prey on teen girls -- since Scarlett lost her eye 
years ago while defending Rosie in an attack. Scarlett lives to destroy the Fenris, and she and 
Rosie lure them in with red cloaks (a colour the wolves can't resist), though Rosie hunts more 

out of debt to her sister than drive. But things seem to be changing. The wolves are getting 
stronger and harder to fight, and there has been a rash of news reports about countless teenage 

girls being brutally murdered in the city. Scarlett and Rosie soon discover the truth: wolves are 
banding together in search of a Potential Fenris -- a man tainted by the pack but not yet fully 
changed. Desperate to find the Potential to use him as bait for a massive werewolf 

extermination, the sisters move to the city with Silas, a young woodsman and long time family 
friend who is deadly with an axe. Meanwhile, Rosie finds herself drawn to Silas and the bond 

they share not only drives the sisters apart, but could destroy all they've worked for. 
  

Teen Idol 
Meg Cabot 
 
Nothing much happens in the small town of Clayton, IN. At least not until major teen 

heartthrob, 19-year-old Luke Striker, comes to town to research a part for a new film 
project. Jen Greenley, a junior at the local high school and all-around friend to everyone, is 

assigned to show him around. The only problem is that no one besides Jen is supposed to know 
who he really is. Between keeping his identity a secret, lying to her best friend who's Luke's 
biggest fan, writing the advice column for the school paper, and developing a crush on her friend 

Scott who happens to already have a girlfriend, Jen is feeling a little overwhelmed. 
 
Peaches 
Jodi Lynn Anderson 
  
During a summer at the Darlington Peach Orchard in Georgia, Murphy, Leeda, and 

Birdie discover the true meaning of friendship despite their differences. Murphy, a 
bright, sarcastic 16-year-old from the wrong side of town, is completing community service at 

the orchard. Wealthy Leeda lives in her perfect older sister's shadow. She decides to work at her 
uncle's orchard on a whim and then is too proud to change her mind. Birdie Darlington is trying 
to keep the farm running despite the fact that her mother has left and her father refuses to face 

the desperate straits that the business is in. As the summer progresses, the girls bond and 
realize that you cannot judge someone by her financial or family situation. 
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The Secrets of Peaches 
Jodi Lynn Anderson 
  
In this sequel to Peaches (HarperCollins, 2005), Murphy, Birdie, and Leeda say good-
bye to a summer on Birdie's family's peach orchard as the girls begin their senior 

year. Each teen faces a different set of growing pains. Birdie pines for her boyfriend, who's gone 
back to Mexico for school, and she worries that her family's housekeeper, who grew up in his 

town, will return home. Murphy, who dreams of moving to New York and has applied to NYU, is 
unable to tell her boyfriend that she loves him, although it's all he wants from her; what she 

wants is for him to agree to go to New York with her. Leeda's mother neglects her in favor of her 
sister; as their relationship grows more and more distant, the teen shuts out the rest of the 
world, including her friends. 

 
The Postcard 
Tony Abbott 
 
Thirteen-year-old Jason is heading to St. Petersburg to help clean out the house of a 
deceased grandmother whom he’s never met. As soon as he arrives, mystery meets 

him. Who are those odd people at the funeral? And what about the strange phone call that leads 
him to a tinted postcard of a Florida landmark about to be 

demolished? The postcard points Jason to several old manuscripts that tell the story of his 
grandparents’ romance. Or do they? 

 
Heat 
Mike Lupica 
  
Growing up in the Bronx and playing Little League baseball in the shadow of Yankee 
Stadium, it's no surprise that 12-year-old Michael Arroyo loves baseball, especially the 

New York Yankees, even though he can't afford to buy a ticket to watch them play. Michael's the 
best Little League pitcher in the district, and seems destined to lead his all-star team to the 
championship game, which will be held inside Yankee Stadium, with a trip to the Little League 

World Series on the line. But all that changes when a jealous rival coach challenges whether 
Michael is as young as he claims in this novel by Mike Lupica (Philomel, 2006). Placed on the 

sidelines, Michael desperately tries to find a way to get his birth certificate from Cuba while at 
the same time keeping social services from finding out that he and his older brother are living on 
their own following the recent death of their beloved papi. Michael needs all the help he can get 

from his best friend Manny and from a beautiful, mysterious girl he meets at the baseball field. 
 

Teen Cuisine 
 Matthew Loricchio 
 
With an emphasis on fresh, healthy, and made-from-scratch dishes, this title 

offers up a wide array of recipes from breakfast to dessert and everything in 
between, illustrated with fantastic photography. The recipes are all formatted in 

steps titled ―On your mark…Get set…Cook!‖ The chapter headings are all show-business related–
―Star-studded Salads and Dressings,‖ ―Red Carpet Desserts‖–but it isn't clear why. Also, several 
recipes call for other recipes to be made first: the hummus calls for ―sesame sauce‖ that is 

featured on another page and the mashed potatoes call for roasted garlic butter, which also 
appears on another page. 
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No and Me 
Delphine de Vigan 
  
 Winner of the 2008 Prix de Libraries (Booksellers’ Prize), this moving French import 

begins when 13-year-old Lou, a ferociously shy and intelligent Parisian, declares an 

unusual class project: ―I’m going to follow the journey of a homeless girl.‖ Her teacher’s 
enthusiasm forces Lou to follow her idea through, and in a train station she meets 18-year-old 
No. Lou feels like an outsider even at home, where ―sadness clings to the walls‖ after her baby 

sister’s sudden death and her mother’s subsequent breakdown. With No she finds a surprising, 
true friendship, and she convinces her parents to allow No to move in. Writing in Lou’s strong, 

convincing voice, de Vigan poses the largest existential questions about meaning, purpose, and 
the possibilities and limits of saving another life. 

 
Swim the Fly 
Don Calame 
  
Fifteen-year-old Matt Gratton and his two best friends, Coop and Sean, always set 
themselves a summertime goal. This year's? To see a real-live naked girl for the first 

time — quite a challenge, given that none of the guys has the nerve to even ask a girl out on a 

date. But catching a girl in the buff starts to look easy compared to Matt's other summertime 
aspiration: to swim the 100-yard butterfly (the hardest stroke known to God or man) as a way 

to impress Kelly West, the sizzling new star of the swim team. 
 

Beat the Band 
Don Calame 
 
In this very funny sequel to Swim the Fly (Candlewick, 2009), Coop takes over 

narration duties as he and his best friends, Matt and Sean, return for their sophomore 
year. Right off the bat they are assigned partners for a semester-long health-class project. To 

his horror, Coop is paired with ―Hot Dog‖ Helen, the school outcast, and assigned to research 
contraceptives. Immediately dubbed ―Corn Dog Coop,‖ he is desperate for a way to salvage his 
social status. An upcoming Battle of the Bands presents the perfect opportunity for him to reveal 

his inner rock god and make a good impression on all the hottest girls. He recruits his friends 
into ―Arnold Murphy's Bologna Dare,‖ and they divide their time between rehearsals and 

hilariously misguided attempts to perfect their look. Meanwhile, the most popular girls in school 
enlist Coop to help them sabotage Helen, and he can't find a way to extricate himself from their 
plot to humiliate her. When she joins his band as the much-needed lead singer, grudging respect 

turns to infatuation even as his guilt grows. The inevitable revelation and its aftermath are both 
gut-wrenching and touching. 
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Plain Kate 
Erin Bow 
  
When Kate's wood-carver father dies, she is left to support herself with her 
woodworking talent while living in her father's former market stall with a cat named 

Taggle. When Linay, a mysterious and magical stranger, comes to town and buys Kate's shadow, 
he gives her the money she needs to escape her village home, where people are blaming her for 

the hard times that have fallen on them. It is rumored that her talent comes from magic, but 
Kate's journey leads to unexpected consequences and danger for her and the Roamer family 

whom she joins. It's up to Kate; her new friend, Drina; and Taggle to defeat Linay with their own 
magic, as they come to discover the truth about his past and his desire for revenge. Kate's 
journey involves physical, mental, and magical growth, presenting a character who truly 

matures and changes over the course of her story, and the bittersweet conclusion reflects 
honest choices and Kate's newfound strength. 

 
Cosmic 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
  
Liam is a big lad. So big that strangers mistake the 12-year-old for an adult. Even his 
teachers seem to conflate tall with old. So heaven forbid he should ever make a 

mistake. Then it’s all, ―You should know better, big lad like you.‖ Life sure is hard for poor, 
burdened Liam (did I mention the Premature Facial Hair?)—until, that is, he decides to enter the 
Greatest Dad Ever Contest and in short order finds himself on a rocket ship that is off course and 

200,000 miles above the earth. Yes, quite a few things—some of them cosmic and all of them 
extremely funny—do happen in between. 
 

Stolen 
Lucy Christopher 
 

While 16-year-old Gemma is en route to Vietnam from England with her parents, she 

is drugged and kidnapped from the Bangkok airport. She regains full consciousness in 

a rustic house deep in the Australian Outback with a 25-year-old man who is going to keep her 

forever. Ty never sexually abuses her, but she is truly a captive. Little by little, Ty wears down 

her defenses as Gemma realizes that escape is impossible. Soon she discovers the stark power 

and vibrancy of the wilderness and becomes absorbed in it. She also learns that Ty has been 

stalking her for years, devising a crafty plan to steal her away to make her love him which she 

ultimately believes she does. Ty's capture, taming, and release of a female camel effectively 

parallels Gemma's ordeal. 

 

 


