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Countdown 
Deborah Wiles 
Franny lives with her family in suburban Maryland just outside Andrews Air Force Base, circa summer of 
1962. Kennedy and Khrushchev's duel on the world stage plays in the background while the fifth grader 
worries about her best friend's betrayal adores her college-age sister, Jo Ellen and fights with her saintly 
little brother, Drew. When not navigating the ups and downs of early adolescence, she writes letters to 

Khrushchev, prepares for air-raid drills, and investigates her sister's coded letters from Ebenezer. 
  
Ghostopolis 
Doug TenNapel 
When readers first meet Garth Hale, he is about to receive the fifth diagnosis that his disease is incurable. 
How fitting, then, that a boy who thinks about death more than other kids his age should be accidentally 
zapped into the afterlife. When washed-up ghost wrangler Frank Gallows realizes that he accidentally sent 
Garth through to the other side, he does everything in his power to rescue him. Meanwhile, Garth explores 

the spirit world with a skeleton horse, a variety of terrifying and fantastic creatures, and some family members whom he 
never expected to meet. 

  
Only the Good Spy Young 
Ally Carter 
Cameron Morgan's junior year at an elite spy school is off to an inauspicious start. She's lured away from 
her friends, held hostage by a former teacher-turned-rogue, and given the cryptic message: “follow the 
pigeons.” Cammie knows the Circle (evil terrorist operatives so secret many doubt their existence) is still 
after her. Gallagher Academy is now on a ridiculously high security alert and everyone, including teachers 

and friends, is suspect. Questions abound. Who can Cammie trust? Why does the Circle want her? And can she possibly 
have a relationship with super-cute double-agent Zach? 
  

Shiver 
Maggie Stiefvater 
Grace, 17, loves the peace and tranquility of the woods behind her home. It is here during the cold winter 
months that she gets to see her wolf—the one with the yellow eyes. Grace is sure that he saved her from 
an attack by other wolves when she was nine. Over the ensuing years he has returned each season, 
watching her with those haunting eyes as if longing for something to happen. When a teen is killed by 

wolves, a hunting party decides to retaliate. Grace races through the woods and discovers a wounded boy shivering on 
her back porch. One look at his yellow eyes and she knows that this is her wolf in human form. Fate has finally brought 
Sam and Grace together, and as their love grows and intensifies, so does the reality of what awaits them. It is only a 
matter of time before the winter cold changes him back into a wolf, and this time he might stay that way forever. 

  
Linger 
Maggie Stiefvater 
The wolves of Mercy Falls return in this sequel to Shiver (Scholastic, 2009), and familiar characters mingle 
with more recent recruits into the Minnesota werewolf pack. Sam, now cured of his werewolf affliction, is 
adjusting to year-round life as a human. His girlfriend, Grace, suffers from headaches and other symptoms 
that may be related to a childhood wolf bite. When her parents discover Sam sleeping in her bed, they 

ground her and threaten to keep the two apart permanently. Tremendous angst and declarations that parents just don't 
understand ensue. Meanwhile Isabel, whose brother did not survive the meningitis cure that saved Sam, feels a strong 
connection with Cole St. Clair, one of the newest members of the pack. In his old life, Cole was the lead singer of a rock 
band. 
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The Clockwork Three 
Matthew J. Kirby 
Giuseppe is an orphan, living as a violin-playing busker under the thumb of an evil padrone named 
Stephano. Frederick is apprenticed to Master Branch, a clockmaker, while in secret trying to create a 
clockwork automaton in the form of a man. Hannah is a maid at a hotel, trying to support her family, and 
particularly her desperately ill father. Giuseppe finds a green violin that sounds more beautiful than 

anything he has ever heard, which he hopes will earn him the money for passage back to Italy. Frederick is hoping to 
pass his exams to become a journeyman, but he can't seem to find a way to make his automaton work just right. Hannah 
is nearly fired from her position, but then is given a job by the mysterious Mrs. Pomeroy, who is living in the hotel. There 
is talk of a treasure somewhere in the hotel's hidden passageways that would give Hannah the money she needs to 
make her father well. As fate (or coincidence) would decree, the paths of these three young people become 
interconnected. Only together can they find the way to solve their problems.  
  

House of Dark Shadows: Dreamhouse Kings Book 1 
Robert Liparulo 
Xander King is seriously bummed when his family moves from Pasadena, CA to a little hick town called 
Pinedale. He loved his life back home and can't imagine what this new town and new school could possibly 
have to offer. When the King's arrive they begin searching for a house to buy and finally stumble across an 
old, abandoned Victorian home deep in the woods.  

Xander's parents instantly fall in love with the old house and set to work trying to make it livable. Xander and his 
brother, David, begin exploring and make startling discoveries. It seems one of the closets is some sort of gateway to a 
locker in their new school. If that wasn't strange enough, they also discover a secret passageway that is full of rooms 
that are portals to other worlds. After a couple of exploring adventures gone bad, the boys soon realize that this house is 
much more dangerous than they could have ever imagined. Unfortunately, the King's are about to discover just how real 
that danger is.  
  

Watcher in the Woods: Dreamhouse Kings Book 2 
Robert Liparulo 
Xander and David King can't believe this is happening. Their family has recently moved into a creepy old 
house with secrets around every corner. Sounds are never what they seem in the house. The hall linen 
closet is a portal to a locker at their school. And who could forget the strange clearing in the woods out 
back where you can actually float on air? All of that seems normal compared to the secret rooms that act as 

portals to other worlds. Now a member of the family has been kidnapped by someone from these other worlds and the 
King's must work together to bring them back.  
If things weren't bad enough, a stranger shows up who tries to run the family out of the house. He seems intent on 
destroying the family's reputation and soon has the local authorities on his side. Now the King's must deal with a new 
school and unfair perceptions as they secretly band together to find a way to bring back their missing loved one. The 
more they search the more they begin to understand just how dangerous this house is. 

  
Gatekeepers: Dreamhouse Kings Book 3 
Robert Liparulo 
Xander and David King will do anything to get their mother back. After they moved into their creepy, old 
house they discovered a secret hallway filled with portals to different places in time. Their mother was 
captured by a maniac and vanished into one of the worlds. After a long search, a recent clue might lead to 
her whereabouts.  

Meanwhile, the mysterious and sinister Taksidian is causing more trouble for the King family and will do anything to stop 
their mission. When all hope seems lost, a strange old man arrives offering answers to Xander and David's questions. It 
seems that their involvement with the house is more than a coincidence. It's time for the brothers to embrace their role 
as Gatekeepers.  
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Interworld 
Neil Gaiman and Michael Reeves 
A lad discovers that he can walk between alternate Earths—and is swept up in a war between them in this 
fast-paced, compulsively readable tale. Joey gets lost in his own house, but when he steps into a patch of 
fog and finds himself in a world where he died, a trillion Earths lie open to him—arranged in a vast arc, with 
an empire of science-based planes at one end and a realm where magic rules at the other. Recruited into 

an army of anything-but-identical Joeys gathered from many of these worlds and charged with maintaining the balance 
of power, Joey picks up companions both human and non as he travels the multidimensional In Between that links the 
sprawling "Altiverse."  

  
North of Beautiful 
Justina Chen Headley 
Terra's body is very nearly perfect, except for the port-wine birthmark on her left cheek, which several 
surgeries have failed to remove. It is the teen's final semester of high school and she looks forward to 
college where she can study art and escape from her bullying, verbally abusive father. Over the Christmas 
holidays, Terra and her mother get into a car accident and meet Jacob, a Goth Chinese boy with a cleft lip, 

and his adoptive mother. The women immediately strike up a supportive friendship, while Terra and Jacob grow close. 
When Terra's brother, who lives in Shanghai, sends her and her mother tickets to visit, and Jacob's mother wants to try 
to track down Jacob's birth mother, they decide to travel together. But what about Erik, Terra's enamored but slightly 
clueless boyfriend? Headley's ambitious novel is written in a beautifully crafted style that flows seamlessly. 

  
Hush, Hush 
Beca Fitzpatrick 
High school sophomore Nora Grey, a dedicated student striving for a college scholarship, lives with her 
widowed mother in a country farmhouse outside Portland, ME. When Patch, her new biology partner, is 
suddenly thrust into her life, Nora is both attracted to his charm and put off by his inexplicable awareness 
of her thoughts. Eventually, she learns that he is a fallen angel who wants to become human. She is 

susceptible to his control, but other forces are at work as well, and Nora finds herself caught in the middle of dangerous 
situations and unexplainable events.  

  
Flygirl 
Sherri L. Smith 
Readers first meet 18-year-old Ida Mae Jones, a Louisiana girl who longs to be a pilot, in December 1941, 
on the eve of America's entrance into World War II. She is pretty and smart, but she has two huge strikes 
against her. She is black in an America where racism holds sway, and a competent pilot in an America in 
which she is denied her license because she is a woman. Smith explores these two significant topics and 

does a wonderful job of melding the two themes in one novel. Ida Mae is a likable character who is torn by the need to 
pass for white and fake a license in order to fulfill her dream. Readers learn a great deal about what it must have been 
like to be African American in the South during this period, as well as about the Women Airforce Service Pilots, WASP, a 
civilian group that performed jobs that freed male pilots for other things.  

  
Maximum Ride 3: The Graphic Novel 
James Patterson 
The Flock members are taken under the wing of an FBI agent and try to live "normal" lives by going to 
school, making friends--and continuing their relentless search for their parents. But the Erasers return, 
forcing the Flock to abandon their search and make their escape once again. It's also becoming more 
obvious to Max that her destiny is to save the world, and this is especially challenging to do when she is 

faced with her ultimate match: a newer and better version of herself, Maximum Ride II.  
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Where Men Win Glory (9th Grade Challenge Free Read Book) 
Jon Krakauer 
The bestselling author of Into the Wild, Into Thin Air, and Under the Banner of Heaven delivers a stunning, eloquent 
account of a remarkable young man’s haunting journey.  
Like the men whose epic stories Jon Krakauer has told in his previous bestsellers, Pat Tillman was an irrepressible 
individualist and iconoclast. In May 2002, Tillman walked away from his $3.6 million NFL contract to enlist in the 

United States Army. He was deeply troubled by 9/11, and he felt a strong moral obligation to join the fight against al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban. Two years later, he died on a desolate hillside in southeastern Afghanistan.  
Though obvious to most of the two dozen soldiers on the scene that a ranger in Tillman’s own platoon had fired the fatal shots, the 
Army aggressively maneuvered to keep this information from Tillman’s wife, other family members, and the American public for five 
weeks following his death. During this time, President Bush repeatedly invoked Tillman’s name to promote his administration’s 
foreign policy. Long after Tillman’s nationally televised memorial service, the Army grudgingly notified his closest relatives that he 
had “probably” been killed by friendly fire while it continued to dissemble about the details of his death and who was responsible.  
  

Dark Secrets 1: Legacy of Lies - Don't Tell 
Elizabeth Chandler 
In Legacy of Lies, Megan has to stay with the uptight grandmother she wants nothing to do with. She's determined to 
get through the visit without any drama, but when she falls into a twisted love triangle with potentially fatal 
consequences, Megan may be caught up in her family's legacy in more ways than she realizes.  
In Don't Tell, Lauren knows that by returning to the town where her mother drowned seven years ago, she'll be 

reliving one of her most haunting memories. When she arrives, she is propelled into a series of mysterious events that mimic the 
days leading up to her mother's death. Maybe her mother's drowning wasn't an accident after all...and maybe Lauren is next.  

  
Dark Secrets 2: No Time to Die - The Deep End of Fear 
In No Time to Die, Jenny is devastated by the recent death of her sister, Liza. Looking for a sense of closure, she 
secretly signs up for the drama camp where Liza died. Jenny knows that someone here holds the key to what really 
happened to Liza that night, but if she doesn't find out the truth soon, she may become the next victim.  
In The Deep End of Fear, Kate has tried to bury the horrible memories associated with the Westbrook estate. After her 
best friend Ashley drowned on the estate, Kate vowed never to return. But now, twelve years later, she is drawn back 

towards the house and that fatal icy pond. There, Kate still feels Ashley's presence and the past seems to be pulling her back towards 
Ashley's life-threatening dares.  

  
The Everafter 
Amy Huntley 
Seventeen-year-old Madison Stanton is dead. When she awakes in a vast expanse of nothingness, she realizes that 
she doesn't remember her past life, much less how she died. As she explores her surroundings, she finds glowing 
items scattered about her, such as a bracelet, a pair of socks, keys, and a sweatshirt. When she imagines putting the 
shirt on her nonexistent body, she's brought back to a moment in her former life. From this experience she learns that 

every object around her is something that she lost while she was alive, and that using it will bring her spirit back to the moment in 
which it went missing. Armed with this knowledge, she attempts to discover how she died. With some help from the spirits of her 
boyfriend Gabe and her ex-friend Tammy, Madison learns the shattering truth of her demise 

  
Trance 
Linda Gerber 
All her life, Ashlyn has slipped into trances where she sees danger before it happens. Her visions are vague and 
accompanied by the automatic writing of numbers. Though her sister Kyra shares the trances, they’ve never been 
able to prevent the danger, even when it concerned their mother’s fatal car accident. Eight weeks later, Ashlyn is 
back working at the mall and living with her distant, workaholic father. She has had no trances and no contact with 

Kyra, who left home without saying good-bye. When she has another trance—possibly involving Jake, the cute boy who plays the 
mall piano—she is determined this time to stop it. This is a well-written but undemanding addition to the pack of paranormal 
thrillers. 

  
  
 


