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	“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate...”

-William Shakespeare

Sonnet




Compare & Contrast Essay – 4 Trait Rubric

Topic: __________________________



Name ________________________
5 (Proficient with High Honors)
I&C:  The paper contains an insightful and/or sophisticated thesis that fully addresses the prompt and is fully supported by relevant, accurate, specific evidence from appropriate sources.  The writer always explains how evidence communicates what it does and justifies inclusion.

O:  The paper follows a clear and logical train of thought set by the thesis.  The paper’s introduction and conclusion are effective, and the writer always uses topic sentences and effective transitions to reflect either a point-by-point or block organization.

S:  Tone, voice, and point of view are always appropriate to the audience and purpose.  Diction and sentence fluency are excellent throughout, and the paper is rich in accurate and specific details.

C:  The writer uses perfect citation format, grammar, spelling, punctuation, fonts, and layout.

4 (Proficient)
I&C:  The paper contains a clear and intelligent thesis that fully addresses the prompt and is supported by sufficient, relevant, accurate evidence from appropriate sources.  The writer explains how evidence communicates what it does in almost all instances thus offering justification for inclusion.

O:  The paper follows a logical train of thought related to the thesis.  The paper’s introduction and conclusion are functional, and the writer always uses topic sentences but less effective transitions to reflect either a point-by-point or block organization.

S:  Tone, voice, and point of view are appropriate to the audience and purpose.  Diction and sentence fluency are good, and the paper contains many accurate and specific details.

C:  The writer uses correct citation format, grammar, spelling, punctuation, fonts, and layout.
3 (Developing)
I&C:  The paper contains a thesis that addresses the prompt and is supported by some relevant evidence.  The writer provides a superficial explanation of how evidence communicates what it does offering limited justification.

O:  The paper follows a train of thought related to the thesis.  The paper has an introduction and conclusion, and the writer uses some topic sentences and adequate transitions to reflect the point-by-point or block organization.

S:  Tone, voice, and point of view are usually appropriate to the audience and purpose.  Diction and sentence fluency are inconsistent, and the paper contains some accurate and specific details.

C:  The writer uses generally correct citation format, grammar, spelling, punctuation, fonts, and layout.

2 (Emerging)

I&C:  The paper contains a thesis that attempts to address the prompt, but the writer provides little clear and relevant evidence. The writer fails to explain how evidence communicates what it does and/or justify inclusion.

O:  The paper does not follow a train of thought related to the thesis.  The paper is missing an introduction or conclusion, and the writer uses few topic sentences and/or transitions to reflect the point-by-point or block organization.

S:  Tone, voice, and point of view are sometimes appropriate to the audience and purpose.  Diction and sentence fluency are poor, and the paper contains few accurate or specific details.

C:  The writer uses poor citation format, grammar, spelling, punctuation, fonts, and layout.

1 (Not Yet)
I&C:  The paper contains no thesis or a thesis that does not necessarily address the prompt.  The writer fails to provide accurate, relevant evidence. The writer fails to explain how evidence communicates what it does or justify inclusion.

O:  The paper does not follow a train of thought related to the thesis.  The paper is missing an introduction and conclusion, and the writer fails to use topic sentences and/or transitions to reflect the point-by-point or block organization.

S:  Tone, voice, and point of view are not appropriate to the audience and purpose.  Diction and sentence fluency are poor, and the paper does not contain accurate or specific details.

C:  The writer uses incorrect citation format, grammar, spelling, punctuation, fonts, and layout.

Other Comments
	Writing Strategies for a Comparison Contrast Essay

	Purpose for Writing
	A Comparison-Contrast Essay serves one of three purposes:

1. To consider two subjects side by side and show their distinctions.

2. Choosing between two things.

3. Explain one subject in terms of another.

First, decide what your purpose in writing is

Second, decide if you will focus primarily on similarities or differences, or on a relatively even blend of the two 

	Organizational Styles
Compare-contrast papers can be organized using the subject-by-subject method (also called the block method) or the point-by-point method.  After reading about each, determine which best suits your needs.

	Subject by Subject

(Block Method)
	You essentially write a separate essay for each subject, but you discuss the same points for each subject.

In the body of your paper, describe all of the facets of subject A. Next, do the same for subject B. Then, sum up their similarities and differences.

In your conclusion, sum up what you think you have shown.

Note: this is a good method for a shorter essay—but if the essay is longer, readers may be bothered trying to remember all the facts from subject A in order to understand your summation. This is also a good choice when you are only comparing and contrasting TWO subjects.

	Point by Point
	Compare and contrast as you go. You consider one point at a time, taking up your two subjects together in every paragraph.

Note: this is a good method for a longer essay, as you refer to both subjects continuously. This is also a helpful method when discussing more than two subjects.

Be careful not to fall into a monotonous pattern of seesawing back and forth between subjects. You can avoid this by using thoughtful transition words and sentence structure as you move from point to point.

	Some things to consider in your writing…

	Balance
	Whatever you do, design your essay to maintain a balance between your two subjects. If you spend two pages on subject A, you will need to spend two pages discussing subject B. 

A common error is to discuss entirely different elements within each subject.

	

	Choppiness
	Both methods can lead to choppiness if every paragraph is structured the same way (topic sentence, good stuff about topic A, the good stuff about topic B, then bad stuff about topic A, then bad stuff about topic B).

Use transition words (see below) and variations in paragraph structure to avoid this.

	Avoiding the “tennis ball” problem
	As you make your comparison, do not confuse an interlocking method with a “tennis-ball” method, in which you bounce your subject back and forth constantly and repetitively.  The “tennis-ball” method is shown in the following example from a comparison of A.E. Housman’s “On Wenlock Edge” and Theodore Roethke’s “Dolor”:


     Housman talks about the eternal nature of men’s troubles whereas Roethke talks about the “dolor” of modern business life.  Housman uses details of woods, gales, snow, leaves, and hills, whereas Roethke selects details of pencils, boxes, paper weights, mucilage, and lavatories.  Housman’s focus is therefore on the torments of man close to Nature, Roethke’s on civilized, ordered, duplicated, gray flannelled man.  Housman states that the significance of human problems fades in the perspective of eternity.  Roethke does not mention eternity but makes men’s problems seem even smaller by showing that business life has virtually erased human emotion.

Yuck.  Write more on fewer topics.


	Sources Kennedy and Kennedy (1994), Kirszner and Mandell (1998).


	Transition Words for Comparison and Contrast

	Comparison
	Contrast

	just as...so

like

likewise

in comparison

similarly

in the same way

also


	although

but

conversely

despite

even though

however

in contrast

instead

nevertheless

nonetheless

on the contrary

on the one hand...on the other hand...

still

unlike

whereas

yet


	Example of a Subject by Subject Essay

	Introduction 

Thesis statement: Despite the fact that television and radio are distinctly different media, they use similar strategies to appeal to their audiences.

Television Audiences

Point One: Techniques for appealing to men

Point Two: Techniques for appealing to women

Point Three: Techniques for appealing to children

Radio Audiences

Point One: Techniques for appealing to men

Point Two: Techniques for appealing to women

Point Three: Techniques for appealing to children

Conclusion: Restatement of thesis or review of key points.

	Source: Kirszner and Mandell (1998).


	Example of a Point by Point Essay

	Introduction 

Thesis statement: While both Republicans, presidential candidate Mr. X is definitely more conservative than presidential candidate Mr. Y is.

Fiscal Policy

Mr. X

Mr. Y

Gun Control

Mr. X 

Mr. Y

Abortion

Mr. X

Mr. Y

Welfare

Mr. X 

Mr. Y

Conclusion: Restatement of thesis or review of key points.
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