Compare and Contrast Essay
Writing Boot Camp April 15, 2008

Topic:  Someone from your old high school is considering transferring to BEST.  Compare and contrast your old school with BEST in way that will allow the student to understand the differences and similarities between the two schools and make a decision about which school to attend.

For the following list of topics, do some brainstorming but describing how each of these sub-topics works at each school.
Grading

Scheduling

Class Choices

Teacher – Atmosphere

Students

Open Campus

Rules
	BEST
	Your Old School

	Grading
	Grading

	Scheduling
	Scheduling

	Class Choices
	Class Choices

	Teachers - Atmosphere
	Teachers - Atmosphere

	Students
	Students
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	Open Campus

	Rules
	Rules


Look at your descriptions above and pick the three topics that you are the most passionate about.  Hopefully, you have plenty of information for each school on that topic.  If you don’t, visit the website for the school and find the specifics.

Now that you have chosen the topics you plan to write about, you need to do some describing and gathering of facts. Use this chart to gather and organize your information.

	Topic
	BEST
	Your Old School

	
	Describe how it works at BEST

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic


	Describe how it works at your old school

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic



	
	Describe how it works at BEST

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic


	Describe how it works at your old school

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic



	
	Describe how it works at BEST

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic


	Describe how it works at your old school

Give two concrete facts that you can use in your discussion of this topic



	Summary
	Come to BEST if…


	Stay at your old school if…




Now you are ready to write your essay.
The next step is to develop a topic sentence for each of your three topics.  You could simply introduce the topic (“BEST and RHS have very different attendance policies.”) or you could include your opinion in the topic sentence (“BEST’s attendance policy works better for many students.”)  Both ways are fine.  

Write your topic sentences and get them OK’d by Riley or Stephanie.

Then start to write your paragraphs underneath those sentences.  Use the descriptions and concrete details that you included in your chart.

Once you have a full draft, have Riley or Stephanie check it.

The next step is to write the introduction and conclusion.  Here are some ideas:

Introduction:

The reader needs to know the names and locations of both schools.  We should also know the approximate number of students and what type of school each is (alternative, comprehensive, public, private, etc.)

The thesis statement should state the topics on which you plan to compare the two schools.

Conclusion:

Conclude with the summary that you wrote in your chart.  What type of student would enjoy BEST?  What type of student might be happier at your old school?  Explain with as much detail as you can.  Try not to make a judgment about either school being better or worse; just explain what each offers and what type of person would like each.

The last step is to edit the paper for transitions and conventions.  Use spell check and ask for help as you need it.
