
Staff Appreciation Week May 4 -8 
Dear AG Bell Parents,  

What could be more special than a hand-

written card or beautiful drawing from your 

child to their teacher, a sweet box of 

chocolates, cookies, mints, fragrant soaps, 

lotions or candles, a gift card to a special 

store, or a box of cards?  

We will be collecting these special thank 

you gifts from you and your child April 28 -

May 7th. You do not need to wrap your gift 

as all items will be placed in one gift bag to 

be presented to your teacher (but please 

cover them so they wonõt be seen)  There 

will also be a box in the office to  

collect special items for the other AG Bell 

support staff.  
 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon  

Dear AG Bell Parents,  

What a wonderful dedicated staff we have 

at our school!  We will be presenting a fun, 

delicious luncheon to show our apprecia-

tion on Wednesday, May 7 from 11:00AM -

12:30PM in the Library.   

We need your help on this special day. See 

below and please sign up  in the office  

(or e -mail igakat@comcast.net ) We will 

send a reminder.  

Thank you in advance for you generous 

help!  We are looking for help for:  

Set Up: 10:00-AM -11:00AM___ 

Serving: 11:00AM -12:30PM___ 

Clean -up: 1:30PM -2:00PM___ 

Food:  

Salad (lettuce, pasta, potato, rice, etc.)____  

Salsa____ 

Drinks; Soda____ 

Drinks; Snapple____ 

Drinks; Water (case)____  

Dessert_____ 
 

Julie Takagi  
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At the March PTSA meeting the member-
ship nominated your PTSA executive board 
for  the 2009-2010 school  year .  For president, 
we have Gretchen Benson and Monique Bayne, 
for Vice President Vena Carter Swanson and 
Sherry Carter, Sheri Putzke for Secretary and 

Marie Fukutomi as Treasurer, congratulations ladies!  If you 
are interested in volunteer opportunities with the PTSA please 
speak to myself of Gretchen, we have many committee posi-
tions available and we'd love for you to join us!  In additions to 
nominations, we also heard a presentation from Vena on our 
new Parents Helping Other Parents program that provides 
parents of younger siblings the opportunity to volunteer in the 
classroom.  If you would like additional  
information about this valuable program please contact Vena 
at (206)724-4778. 
 

Spring is a busy time of year around AG Bell.  Our PTSA is 
focusing on making our auction  a success as the income from 
the auction is funding the PTSA budget for the current school 
year.  You may have heard some classroom projects are 
being handled a little differently; your child's teacher and their 
parent coordinator have the option of a project (as in years 
past) or a themed basket .  Make sure you know what your 
child's class is planning and please support their efforts.  We'd 
also like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who 
have asked local restaurants and retailers for donations, every 
bit helps!  We are continuing to accept donations through the 
24th so keep them coming!  Additional procurement forms are 
available in the office.  We also encourage you to attend the 
auction on Saturday, May 16th.  Tickets are now on sale for 
$15 each or $25 per couple, which includes your admission as 
well as some wonderful appetizers.  It's bound to be a great 
evening with something for  
everyone and every budget, 
hope to see you there! 
  
Sheri and Gretchen 
PTSA Co-Presidents 

 
 
Keep sending your 
General Millôs Box 
Tops in and earn 
more for our school! 



 

 

2  

 

The Chimes     ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL ELEMENTARY                           Volume 37, Issue 7         April 2009 

April COUNSELORõS CORNER 
The following is an article by Dr. Charles Fay, about kids and Internet use.  It has some 

interesting information and suggestions for monitoring our kidsõ use of the Internet.   

MAKING THE INTERNET SAFER FOR YOUR KIDS According to a survey from The 

Love and Logic® Institute, one in five American adults are more concerned with the Inter-

netõs negative impact on children than television, friends, movies, or even popular music. 

The World Wide Web contains some very real risks. Unfortunately, when our kids sit down 

at a computer to gather information about chemistry, politics, and the arts, it doesnõt take 

too much time or effort for them also to learn how to make a bomb, join a hate group, or view pornography.  

But if parents follow several simple ñ yet powerful ñ steps, they can protect their children from inappropriate and poten-

tially dangerous Internet content, while also allowing them to experience the benefits of a wired world.  

The Internet is like any other powerful tool. It takes training and guidance to use it well and to use it without getting hur t.  

As a teenager, I received my first lesson on the use of a very powerful and dangerous tool ñ a chainsaw. My father was care-

ful to stand close by and guide me. Children need the same type of careful teaching and supervision as they learn to use the 

Internet. Here are some specific Love and Logic tips for keeping your kids safe and helping them make responsible choices 

about the Web:  

Tip #1: Donõt rely on electronic safeguards. 

Will your childõs first car, his first girlfriend, or her first year of college be equipped with a device designed to limit harmful 

information or activity? Electronic safeguards are no substitute for good parental role modeling, supervision, and guidance. 

This approach also teaches children to learn how to make wise choices by giving them plenty of practice as they encounter 

tough choices on the Web and in the real world.  

Tip #2: Keep the computer out of your childõs room. 

Despite childrenõs protests, parents have a right, and a responsibility, to have the computer someplace where they can stay in 

touch with how itõs used. 

Tip #3: Have honest discussions and set positive expectations.  

One of the most powerful things a parent can say about the Internet is: "There are a lot of not -so-great things on the Web. 

The good news is that youõre the kind of kid who can make smart choices about what he looks at and what he doesnõt." Re-

search shows children tend to live up to such positive expectations.  

Tip #4: Set a reasonable time limit for daily use.  

There is no reason why most kids, most of the time, should spend more than one hour per day online.  

Tip #5: Expect your child to pay for excessive or inappropriate use of the computer.  

When your child exceeds the time limit youõve set, or views inappropriate material, he or she should be expected to pay for 

that time. Kids can pay with extra chores, money theyõve saved, or possessions. 

The Love and Logic Institute has received many grateful phone calls and letters from parents who report this approach has 

changed their lives with their kids. One mother commented, "My boy sure is making better choices about the computer now 

that he knows Iõll hold him accountable for his poor ones." 

Dr. Charles Fay is a parent, nationally known speaker, and school psychologist with The Love and Logic® Institute in Golden, 

Colo. His book, Love and Logic Magic: When Your Kids Leave You Speechless , provides more helpful tips about the Internet as 

well as 22 other perplexing parenting issues. For more information about Love and Logic parenting and teaching techniques,  

visit www.loveandlogic.com 
Regards,  Pat Conley; Counselor 

Seeking Chimes Newsletter Editor and Yahoogroup Owner for the 2009-2010 school year. Itôs a LOT of fun to 
create the Chimes and a great way to be involved at your childôs school. Flexible schedule. Experience in Microsoft 
Publisher useful but not mandatory. 
 

Another ñat homeò flexible volunteer opportunity for the 2009-2010 school year is Yahoogroup Owner or PTSA e-
mail coordinator to maintain the PTSA e-mail list-serve http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bellptsa/ (or its replacement) 
 

Please contact Jana if you are interested in learning more about either opportunity. 823-9651 or 
Jana.robertson@verizon.net 

http://www.loveandlogic.com/ecom/p-139-love-and-logic-magic-when-kids-leave-you-speechless.aspx
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The Lake Washington District is asking for your comments about the budget for next 
year, which will help them determine which potential programs to reduce.  Due to the 
current budget restraints, many current programs at A.G. Bell are in jeopardy.  
 

Four budget input sessions will be held throughout the district over the next two 
weeks.   Each meeting is open to parents, staff and community members from any-
where in the district.  
The dates and times are listed below: 

 

April 14th ï 7 p.m. @ Lake Washington High School, cafeteria 
April 15th ï 7 p.m. @ Redmond High School, cafeteria 
April 16

th
 ï 7 p.m. @ Eastlake High School, cafeteria 

April 22nd ï 7 p.m. @ Juanita High School, cafeteria 
 

Our students benefit from a wide variety of programs that may not receive funding next near including lower class 
sizes, ELL, Safety Net, clubs and more. 
 
 

Hello Friends and Families of A.G. Bell,  
 

Beyond the regular excitement around the school house, we are beginning to anticipate some significant budget 
cutbacks as the state legislature and governor complete the state budget.  We anticipate many funding  
challenges as a district and school; difficult decisions will need to be made.  Recently Dr. Kimball (our Superinten-
dent) visited a staff meeting to discuss the challenges we are facing.  Our staff and teachers at Bell are incredible 
in their commitment and skill as Dr. Kimball noted in an email to me following his visit.  As we anticipate potential 
changes due to budgetary limitations let me remind you all of a few things that will remain the same. 
 

1. Our determination and hard work to get each student to standard will not change. 
2. Our concern for student emotional and physical safety will not change. 
3. Our willingness to be creative and go outside the box in supporting students will not change. 
4. Our commitment to team with families while caring for each child under our care will not change. 
5. Our dedication to continue to improve systemically and individually will not change. 
 

Thereôs no place Iôd rather be than A.G. Bell Elementary! 
 

Please see below for opportunities to provide input into the district budget process.  Please attend and let your 
voice be heard on behalf of A.G. Bell students. 
 

Curtis Anderson 
Principal  

From The Principal  
 

y"QNTMC SGD 4BGNNK )NTRDx 

Club Green:  
Mrs. Alma is starting a Club Green here at A.G. Bell.  Students involved in Club Green will help keep our 
outdoor areas clean and beautiful  Within the next several weeks students will be planting annuals 
(flowers) around the school building.  Club Green is looking for flowers to plant!!  The next time you are at 
the grocery store or the plant nursery, please consider picking up an annual or two to donate to our 
school.  Plant donations can be dropped off in the school office.   
No donation is too small. 
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 SAFETY NET NEWS  
     Summer is approaching and we encourage 
students to read throughout their time away from 
school. Resources for Educators offers the fol-
lowing ideas to promote daily reading: 
Î Try series books. The characters may be-
come favorites, and readers will be anxious to find out what will 
happen next.  
Î Help your child decide on a goal based on his or her reading 
ability and then read a book each week or every two weeks.  
Î Ask your child to write his or her goal on a calendar and check 
off each goal as it is met. 
Î Choose reading-related rewards for achieving goals.  These 
rewards might be a special bookmark, a book light for your childôs 
bed, the privilege of staying up later to read, or the purchase of a 
childôs favorite book.  
Î Invite relatives and friends to join your home reading program.  
Î Fill a plastic bag with slips of paper listing quick activities. Each 
day ask your child to draw a slip and follow the directions; read a 
book to a grandparent over the phone or in person, fine out the 
meaning of the childôs name, host a family spelling bee, make a list 
of outdoor summer games, etc.  
Î Play games such as Brain Quest  (Workman Publishing)  Hit or 
Miss(Gamewright)   
Thank you for continuing to read aloud with your child daily. 
 
 

Julie Banchero and Nancy Luedicke 
Safety Net teachers  

Music Corner  

We are back in full swing this spring. In fifth and sixth grade, students have form Ukulele Bands and are 
rehearsing for challenges to see which is the top band in their class. Rankings are for fun, and grading is 
done through the normal district procedures. We will be learning music ranging from simple folk songs to 
popular hits including ñWild Thingò, ñIôm a Believerò, and ñBrown Eyed Girlò. 
 

Third and Fourth grade students have begun recorder karate. I am please to announce that nearly every 
student is passing their challenges easily and we are learning a lot about playing instruments, practicing, 
reading music, and being responsible with our instruments and our time. 
 

Kindergarten is going to start focusing on melodic intervals, Sol, Mi, and La through storytelling and prac-
tice. We are also going to being to look at rhythmic notation. We will continue our many music games a 
skills previously learned. 
 

Your moment of advocacy comes from a speech by Karl Paulnak, pianist at Boston Conservatory: The first 
people to understand how music really works were the ancient Greeks. And this is going to fascinate you; 
the Greeks said that music and astronomy were two sides of the same coin. Astronomy was seen as the 
study of relationships between observable, permanent, external objects, and music was seen as the study 
of relationships between  invisible, internal, hidden objects. Music has a way of finding the big, invisible 
moving pieces inside our hearts and souls and helping us figure out the position of things inside us. 
Andrew Schmidt Music Specialist 

ELL Corner  
 

Happy Birthday,  

Feliz cumpleaños, Bonne  

Anniversarie, Grattis på  

Födelsedagew é to Myra 

(1st), Sofia (2 nd ),  Makensy (4 th), and  

Andrey (5 th). They are all celebrating 

their birthdays in April!  
Congratulations to the 

students who are  

coming before school to 

work on Rosetta Stone. 

They are doing a terrific 

job improving their  

reading, listening and writing every 

morning J 

1st grade: Alex, Kazuma, Matteo,  

Ashley, Mark, Kenny and Angela   

2nd  grade: Phuoc  

3rd grade: John, Daniel, Derek, Ashwin, 

and Thien  

4th grade: Ben and Baptiste  

6th grade: Jessica and Eye  

Keep up the great work and thank you 

parents for making sure they come!  
Desirée Woodruff   ELL Teacher  
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Art Experience Room Looking for  Tile!  
 

Do you have any extra tile left over from that home remodel project that you don't know 

what to do with?   Do you know someone in construction with tile connections?   The Art  

Experience Room  needs 400 tiles about 8x8 in size by May 15th.    
  

During the first 2 weeks in June, Kirkland artist Rebecca DeVere will be coming to work 

with every class to create mosaic tiles.   Every student will come away with a unique mosaic 

to bring home.   Please contact Rina Klabo (425) 814 -0378 or Klabos@msn.com  and  

arrange for pick up or drop off at the school.   Please do not send  tile with your child to 

school .   
  
Also, check out Rebecca's website at www.rebeccadevere.com  for a  sampling of her 

work!   She will also be participating in the Kirkland  Artist Studio Tour during Mother's Day weekend.   More  

information on that at www. kirklandstudiotour .com.  
  
Thanks for your support!!  

Rina Klabo and Michelle Lustgarten   

Guatemalan Friendship  

Bracelets are BACK!!  
We will be selling them once again to raise 
money for the Guatemalan Friendship School 
Foundation. If you want to read more  
information about the organization, please 
visit http://www.gfsf.org/ 
 Stay tuned! 
Desir®e Woodruff  ELL Teacher 

Emily Dickinson Elementary School PTSA  
Presents 

Taming the Elephant in Your Living Room  
Making Sure Media Works for Your Kids 
Thursday April 30, 2009 at 7PP 

 
Location: The Commons at Emily Dick-
inson  
Elementary (7040 208th AVE NE: Red-
mond) 
 
Dr. Dimitri Christakis, an international 
expert on media and children, will pre-
sent the latest research finings and his 
seasoned perspective on the following 
topics: 

Î How TV effects the young childôs attention span and be-
havior (good and bad) 

Î What types of television programs promote social skills? 
Which promote aggression? 

Î How can parents take control over the TV and ensure that 
media serves a positive role in your childôs development? 

Î Should parents be concerned about video games and so-
cial networking sites (MySpace, Facebook) 

Recommended for all parents of elementary school students 
This event is sponsored by the Emily Dickinson Elementary 
School PTSA in conjunction with the Lake Washington PTSA 
Council 
 
Questions? 
Contact Joanne Hall at jjjahall@juno.com or Melanie Reed at 
melaniejreed@comcast.net 
 

Brochures and  

fliers for local  

afterschool and 

summer camp  

activities and 

clubs can be found 

in the office  

hallway.  
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AG Bell Elementary  
425-822-7450 

Safety arrival line: 
425-822-7457 

Website: www.lwsd.org/Bell 

The Chimes 
Please submit your articles ready for  

publication by 
Friday May 8 at 4:00PM . 

 

Send articles to: Jana Robertson 

Jana.robertson@verizon.net 
Please put Chimes as the subject . 

Read the Chimes on the school website 
http://www.lwsd.org/school/bell/PTSA/Pages/Newsletter.aspx 

PE Corner  
The first two weeks of the AG Bell 
Running Club have been a big 
success with over 135 kids partici-
pating.  Lots of red cheeks and big 
smiles.  In case you missed the 
last issue here is what the AG Bell 
Running Club is all about. 
This spring at AG Bell, students 
will have the opportunity to join the 
Running Club, taking place during 

lunch recess every Wednesday for the rest of the school 
year.  Students will have the chance to improve fitness 
and work towards end of the year running prizes.  The 
Running Club began March 25

th
, will continue through 

the end of the year and is open to all grades.  I secured 
funds for free entry fees to enter interested runners in the 
Kirkland Parks and Recreation Half-Marathon and 5K 
taking place May 10

th
 at Juanita Beach Park.  Students 

will race in the 5K portion of the race and need to be 8 
years or older to compete.  In order to gain free entrance 
into the race a certain amount of laps must be completed 
and the goals vary by age level.  3

rd
 and 4

th
 is 60 laps, 5

th
 

and 6
th
 is 72.  These laps must be completed by May 6

th
 

the last Wednesday before the Motherôs Day 5K.  It is not 
too late to start so send your interested student to the 
upper playground every Wednesday during lunch recess.  
Even if you donôt complete enough laps to get free en-
trance into the race you can still compete for end of the 
year prizes. 
June 12

th
 is Field Day, many family and community vol-

unteers are needed.  If you would like to participate in 
running a station at this yearôs Field Day please send Mr. 
Haeck an email at thaeck@lwsd.org .  Last yearôs Field 
Day had great weather, fun giveaways and Skyhawks 
Summer Camps came to host some unique stations.  All 
are guaranteed again for this year, except the weather of 
course.  I hope to see you there. 
 

Tom Haeck Physical Education 

Dr. Eric Hansen, of Eastside Life Chiropractic is 
hosting their 7th annual Bicycle Helmet Safety Day 
May 16th, 2009 at their office 11:00AM -2:00PM. They 
are giving out hundreds of free bicycle helmets to kids to 
make sure that they stay 
safe this summer. Enter to 
win a new bike! Helmets 
for kids 18 years and 
younger - even hard-to-
find toddler sizes avail-
able!. 
  
Submitted by  
Maria Vanushkina 
Eastside Life Chiropractic 
(425) 869-5808 
2032 148th Ave NE 
Redmond, WA 98052 

The Lake Washington 
Schools Foundation  

Board of Trustees cordially 
invites you to the  

4th AÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ,ÅÇÁÃÙ ÆÏÒ 
,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 

W ednesday , M ay 13, 

2009  
Juanita High School  

10601 N.E. 132nd, Kirkland, WA 98034  
 

11:00 am Registration  
Student Project Displays &  

Rose Hill Junior High Symphonic Band  
 

12:00 - 1:15 pm Lunch & Program  
 

Featuring Hall of Fame Astronaut George ñPinkyò Nelson 
Current Director of the Science, Math and Technology Education pro-

gram at Western Washington University  
Come hear how the students in the Lake Washington School District 

have been impacted by the generosity of our community. 
Since March 2005, we have raised over $580,000 in support of: 

 

New Teacher Grants Å Classroom School Enrichment 
Grants Å Science Enrichment  

Access Fund Å LINKS Mentoring and Tutoring  
 

Your lunch is complimentary.  
A suggested donation of $150 will be requested to support Foundation 

programs  
for the 24,000 students served in the Lake Washington School District.  
 

RSVPôs due April 29 th  to sheriputzke@windermere.com  

mailto:thaeck@lwsd.org
mailto:sheriputzke@windermere.com

