
 
Our 40th  
Birthday  

Celebration!!!  
 

June 17, 2009 
 
 

Î 11:00 Birthday Assembly 
Î 11:45-1:15 Family Barbecue 

Î 4:00-6:00 Alumni Open 
House 

Former Students, Staff and Parents 
are invited to join our end of year  
family barbecue 11:45-1:15.  The price 
is only $3.00! Bell families, please  
return the BBQ flier that went home in  
Kidmail.  
Alumni e-mail jrobertson@lwsd.org so 
we can prepare accordingly.    
 

There is also an open house for former 
students, staff and parents from 4:00-
6:00PM.  We'll have cake, slide shows 
and photo albums.  Please help spread 
the word if you know of anyone who 
might be interested!! 

     ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL ELEMENTARY PTSA 2.8.10  
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Itôs hard to believe, but here we are at the end of the 
school year.  It has been a privilege serving as your 
PTSA co-president for the past two years.  Together we 
have accomplished some wonderful things and Iôd like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support.  
In addition, Iôd like to thank my fellow board members for 
your time and effort and congratulate you all on a job 
well done. 
Teachers and staff, we never could have done it without you!  From 
auction donations to coin drives, flyers home, cookie dough and lost 
quarters on popcorn day, thank you! 
You are in the capable hands of Gretchen Benson and Monique Bayne 
as Co-Presidents next year,  I hope you will continue to show your sup-
port in their effort to make A.G Bell a great place for learning.  
Summer is nearly here, enjoy! 
Special thanks toé. 
Marion Toth -Reader Board, Marian Luther -Membership, Lena Heiner
-Chinook Book, Sandy Young -Gift wrap and Boxtops for Education, 
John and Carmen Urrutia -Multi Cultural night and Auction, Diane 
Martin, Sherry Carter, Sherri Montieth, Vena Swanson and Anne 
Kenney - Auction. Thank you to 
Kris Lynch and Michelle 
Lustgarten and their  
Decorating Committee  for the 
auction and Gretchen Benson  
for the wonderful food as well 
as Cory Shepard for auction-
eering. Julie Tagaki, Lena 
Heiner & Stacey Chapman 
Pontiff -Staff Appreciation, 
Wendy Choy and Monique 
Bayne -Yearbook, Kelly  
Griffin - Student Directory,  
Marlaina Mohr -Nominating 
Committee, Jana Robertson -
Chimes, Gretchen Benson  
and Monique Bayne -Popcorn. 
 

Sheri Putkze 

PTSA co-president 

The PTSA is in need of a membership 
chair for the upcoming 2009/2010 school 
year.  This is a great way to help the 
PTSA and the school that does not re-
quire much time or attendance at meet-
ings.  Basic input of membership infor-
mation into the state PTA network and 
organization of dues are the main duties 
along with some membership drive work 
at the beginning of the school year that 
involves simple notices for the weekly 
bulldog and chimes and a membership 
form for the beginning school year pack-
ets.  This is also a great position to 
share with a fellow member! 
Please contact me if you would like more 
info at mluther@hotmail.com and con-
tact the new co-presidents Monique 
Bayne and Gretchen Benson if you are 
interested in the position. 
Marian Luther 

Thank you To:  

Emily Burwell and  
Sandy Young who have 

volunteered to be  
next yearõs  

Chimes co -editors!!   
And of course huge 

thanks to our  
outgoing co -president  
Sheri Putzke for her 

hours of service to Bell!  
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COUNSELORôS CORNER 
JUNE, 2009 
This article gives lots of good and easy tips to parents for helping 
your child develop healthy self esteem and self confidence.  It was 
published by the British Columbia Teacherôs Federation. 
Self-esteem and confidence are very important factors in childrenôs 
progress at school.  A child who is generally confident and who has 
high self- esteem is more likely to ask questions, participate appro-
priately, express his/her ideas, and take on new challenges.  He/
she is also better able to learn from mistakes, handle constructive 
criticism, and to generally push themselves harder in learning. 
Conversely, when a childôs self-esteem is low, he/she is more likely 
to be negative, withdrawn and experience failure more often. 
How can you help your child to grow in confidence and self-
esteem?  Here are some suggestions: 

Î Help your child to set realistic goals and then support him/
her in achieving them. 

Î Give your child responsibility and chores at his/her level at 
home, and donôt forget to thank them and to compliment 
them on a job well done. 

Î Let him/her know when you are proud of him/her and say 
so. 

Î Let him/her be the ñfamily expertò on subjects that interest 
him/her. 

Î As much as possible, provide a range of different enriching 
experiences for him/her. These donôt have to be expen-
siveða simple nature walk can be a great experience for 
you and your child. 

Î Tell friends and relatives about your childôs achievements 
and positive qualities, and let your child overhear. 

Î Make time for your child in your busy days and give him/
her the gift of your undivided attention, if even just for a few 
minutes per day. 

Î Set clear boundaries and expectations for your child.  This 
provides a sense of security and lets him/her know  that 
you care enough to be consistent and clear. 

Î Leave encouraging notes or letters for your child. 
Try NOT to: 

Î Put your child down verbally. Discourage the problem, not 
the child. 

Î Let your child put himself/herself down verbally; instead 
encourage and model positive self-talk. 

Î Compare him/her to his/her siblings or friends. 
Î Over-protect. 
Î Be negative yourself or convey helplessness to your child. 

By being aware of your childôs self-esteem and confidence level, 
you, as a parent, can act as a coach 
for your child.  All of us do better when 
there is someone actively coaching us 
to be the best that we can be.  Your 
child will too. 
Have a safe and happy summer vaca-
tion! 
Pat Conley 
Counselor 

ELL Corner: 
Happy Birthday toé 

Mirely, Thuan, Sabrina, 

Melanny and Eric. They 

are all celebrating their birth-

day in the month of June! 

I also want to recognize those students 

whose birthday is during summer vacation. 

July birthdays ð Nataliya, Saruta, Bap-

tiste, Joshua and Diana 

August birthdays ð Yana, Krissy, Jessica, 

John, and Daniel N. 

Mango Languages 

is the new free online 

language program 

available through the King County Public 

Library System.    You will need your  

membership number to log in.   

Log on to www.kcls.org 

Select òDatabasesó 

Select òAlphabetical Listó of KCLS 

Databases 

Then select:  Mango Languages 

Mango provides a unique teaching method 

for those interested in learning a foreign 

language.  This new database replaces the 

Rosetta Stone.   It engages the user in real 

conversations between two native speak-

ers.  Available languages include nine for-

eign languages and three ESL courses 

for foreign language speakers.  Hope you 

can enjoy learning more English during the 

summer or even a new language!  

Happy Summer Vacation! 

Desiree A. Woodruff 

ELL teacher 

http://www.kcls.org/
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Hellos and Goodbyes, 
As we are awash in the business of the ending our school year, itôs hard to believe that 
we will be welcoming some new faces to Bell in three short months.  Before we can get 
to welcoming our newcomers, we must say goodbye to several wonderful staff mem-
bers who are leaving us at the conclusion of this school year. 
We sadly bid adieu to the following folks: 
 

Ms. Conley . . .after serving over 42 years as an educator (16 of them at A.G. Bell), our 
beloved school counselor has decided to retire.  We will miss the stability, wisdom and 
care that Ms. Conley has provided students and staff in her tenure at Bell.  We are, 

however, a little jealous of the European cruise Ms. Conley will embark on immediately following the end of the 
school year.  As we look to hire another school counselor, those are some big shoes to fill! 
 

Mr. Schmidt recently announced his decision to leave A.G. Bell in order to pursue his graduate studies at the 
University of Washington.  Mr. Schmidt was awarded a Fellowship by the University of Washington to pursue 
his passion for studying Estonian language music and culture.  He has made wonderful difference at Bell in his 
two short years as music teacher at Bell and we will miss him dearly. 
 

Mrs. Franks, our part time music specialist is also leaving us to become the full-time music specialist at Juanita 
Elementary.  Mrs. Frank has done wonderful work with our primary students this year (plus she makes some 
awesome pumpkin bars)  and we will miss her (and the pumpkin squares). 
 

As Mrs. Sibley returns to the classroom fulltime next year, we also say goodbye to her job share partner Mrs. 
Ballantine.  Mrs. Ballantine has fit right in to the 4th grade team this year and we wish her the very best. 
 

Mrs. Castle-Facklam has faithfully served as a sign  
language interpreter at A.G. Bell for 4 years.  She has 
graduated to Kirkland Jr. High where her services will be 
needed next year.  
 

While saying goodbye to wonderful people is never 
easy, we do thank each of these friends for their service 
to our school and community. 
Curtis Andersonð principal 

From The Principal    y"QNTMC SGD 4BGNNK )NTRDx 

We also Congratulate 
and bid a ñFond  
Farewellò to our  
graduating Sixth  

Graders (Underlined 
names have been  

Bulldogs since  
Kindergarten!) 

From  
Mrs. Higginsô Class: 

Alex H., Alex L., 
Amanda, Andrew, 

Brooke Ra., Brooke Ro., Camelia, Cash, Claire, 
Diana, Eduard, Emily, George, Gigi, Haley N., 
Hayley G., Hieu, Hunter, Jessica, Joshua P., 
Katie H., Kenneth, Kristine, Madison, Mason, 
Maurice, Nataliya, Remy, Sydney, and Tam 

From Mrs. Cookôs class: 
Alyssa, Bien, Cameron, Catherine, Chelsea, 
Delaney, Dylan, Jonathan, Josh C., Katie M., 

Kevin, Kristi, Saruta, Sienna, and William 
 

Best Wishes as you begin your 
Junior High Career!  

Lunch Accounts:  School is almost out! All accounts 

need to be paid in full by end of 
year or report cards are held back. 
Please note that breakfast cost 
$1.00 each day and lunch is $2.25 
if you pay full price for meals. If 
you are on the reduced or free 
plan there is no charge for break-
fast and lunch is $.40 each day if 
your student is in grades 4-5-6. 

You can call Food Services to find out your studentôs ac-
count balance at 425-702-3393. You can also make a de-
posit to your studentôs account with a charge card when 
you call Food services. Please donôt wait until the last 
minute, plan ahead to make sure the report card goes 
home on time with your student! Thanks for your support  
Submitted by Mrs. Stodghill 
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SAFETY NET NEWS  
Research has shown that when par-
ents are actively involved in learning 
at home, their children become more 
successful in and out of school. Sum-
mer reading is important. It helps chil-
dren perform better at the start of the 
new school year and  can also en-
courage a life long enjoyment of reading for children of all 
ages.  Search the web for summer reading for kids. There 
are abundant sites with many books lists for children of all 
ages. Visit our public libraries often and ask a librarian to 
suggest books and magazines your children might enjoy. 
Continue to read aloud with your children when at home 
and when travelling. Play games that are reading-related. 
     Thank you for supporting your childrenôs reading efforts 
at home this year. We have seen gains in their progress 
thanks to your continuing efforts. We look forward to see-
ing your children in the fall. 
Have a happy and enjoyable summer. 
Julie Banchero and Nancy Luedicke 
Safety Net reading teachers 

Music Corner   

Dear Students, Parents, and Friends: 
I am happy to announce the closing of a very 
successful year in the music room. I am overall 
well please with the growth and contributions of 
our students to the quality of the music and gen-
eral education. Each of my grade levels has 
covered many concepts under the basic musical 
elements of Rhythm, Melody, Harmony, Timbre, 
Expression, and Form. Musical knowledge, like 
most knowledge, is cumulative and our students 
have demonstrated the acquisition and applica-
tion of this learning through musical perform-
ance, composition, class activities, games, and 
instrumental units.  
On another note, I have some important per-
sonal information to share. I will not be returning 
to A.G. Bell next year. As many of you know, I 
will be finishing the first year of my Masterôs De-
gree in Choral Conducting at UW. I was recently 
granted a FLAS (Foreign Language Area Stud-
ies) fellowship by the school of International 
Studies. This fellowship will cover my expenses 
for the remainder of my program and most im-
portantly afford me to opportunity to continue 
studying music and languages from around the 
world. My departure will be bittersweet as it is 
truly difficult to leave a place you love. I was in-
formed recently, with humor, that I will leave big 
shoes to fill. For me, however, any position I am 
hired for in the future will have to fill some pretty 
big shoes left to me by this amazing school and 
community. In the last two year, you all have 
made me feel at home, appreciated, valued, and 
loved. Thank you for all that you do. Here is 
your last moment of advocacy: 
I do not believe that there are many adults who 
would tell their child, ñI am so glad that I quit the 
piano when I was your ageò, or ñGiving up 
dance class made my life richerò. Please keep 
your students involved in music and the arts. 
Cultures are defined by what and how they con-
tribute to their arts, both fine and applied. Music 
not only moves the spirit and enriches the soul, 
but helps provide for the well-being of our com-
munity, culture, and world.  
ïAndrew Schmidt 

Thank you Art Helping Hands! 
A heartfelt thanks for all of the Art "Helping Hands" this year in 

Room 138. From the behind the scene helpers to the consistent 

monthly class helpers to the last minute "all call" for hands to the 

generous donations of supplies-all of your efforts have not gone un-

noticed. Confident that I can call upon extra hands to achieve some 

new & often complicated art, is the very thing that makes Bell a spe-

cial place to work.   

Thanks to the following (and to those I might have missed) for their 

help this year: Russell Sheldon, Mari Herbert, Nicole Park, Diandra 

Uttech, Sheri Monteith, Mark Buenting, Shannon Buenting, 

Monique Bayne, Suzette OôDay, Rina Klabo, Marlaina Mohr, Pam 

Fischer, Jennifer Deardon, Donna White, Gretchen Benson, Sheri 

Putzke , Erin Guthrie,  Cindy Sullivan, Cheryl Mana'o, Wendy Choy 

Chan, Terence Goldberg, Beth Parker , Kris Lynch, Doug Steen-

sland, Jana Robertson and Jennifer Ahrens. 

Additional thanks goes to:  Mr. Anderson for his commitment to art 

at our school; the amazing, supportive classroom teachers who are 

very flexible with scheduling additional art time or rearranging 

schedules to fit in our visiting 

artist or other crazy art requests; 

Maddy for my often last minute 

art materials requests; Mrs. 

Hembree, Mrs. Robertson and 

Mr. Schmidt for their interest in 

tying in art in their curriculum-

the connections kids are making 

is amazing!; Debbie & Terry 

for putting up with the "messy 

vitality" that art brings to the 

floors of the classroom! 
Mr. Anderson even created a tile! 
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Art Recap                                  Art Walk 2009!  
Please join us on Thursday June 11th from 6-8pm in two places to view artwork from the whole school. The Gym will be a 
gallery for the following art: 
Half-Day KindergartenðFlowers-Students learned about positive and negative space and differentiated between warm and 
cool colors. Each student colored a separate part of a butterfly which, when joined, became a beautiful butterfly mural.   
All-Day KindergartenðButler-Abstract ñHead of Manò artwork inspired by artist Paul Klee in oil pastel + watercolors 
Hynden-ñ If I Could Flyéò  inspired by story quilt artist Faith Ringgold using watercolor pencils + paper in a quilted pattern 
1st Grade: Daly-Pointillism landscape inspired by George Seurat using bingo markers, Q-tips & fingertips for dots. Hovis- 
Printed houses from student created Collagraph plates-layers of cardboard and found objects to represent a house then 
sealed so that they can be inked and printed on paper. Olsen- ñConcentric Circlesò  inspired by artist Wassily Kandinsky in 
watercolors 
2nd Grade: Kassel-Day- What Happened Before or After ñThe Screamò by Edvard Munch using cut paper in a collage. Law-
son-Jungle Cats like Henri Rousseau focusing on symmetrical jungle cat faces in oil pastel with a watercolor wash then 
placed in a cut paper jungle. Valenta- ñHot Dog/Cool Catò focusing on contour lines using warm or cool oil pastels 
3rd Grade: Adair-Gustav Klimt inspired oil pastel incorporating patterns on a quilt. Staples-òMy Castle + Sunò inspired by artist 
Paul Klee using construction paper crayons on black paper and proportional geometric shapes 
3/4th Grade: Holder- Animorph Collage inspired by photographer by William Wegman incorporating photographic animal 
heads and drawn people bodies into a setting with foreground and background. 
4th Grade: Ballantine/Sibley- Artist Horace Pippin hid secret numbers into his paintings. Students created a corner of their 
house-using different perspectives-then repeated certain elements to reveal their secret number. Can you figure out what it 
is? Stanphill-In conjunction with classroom & library studies, students chose one of the five geographic regions of Washington 
State to recreate in an oversized postage stamp using chalk pastel for their landscape-focusing on fore, middle & background. 
5th Grade: Leahy-Field painter Alma Thomas inspired students to interpret vases of flowers by painting in short, paint strokes 
with tempera paints. 
5th/6th Grade: Cook- Students used tempera paints to paint sports equipment in a still life in an analagous color scheme-
colors next to each other on the color wheel. 
6th Grade: Higgins-Story Quilt artist faith Ringgold inspired students to recreate the begining, middle or end of a favorite event 
or trip in a collage made up of fabric. Because of the nature of the medium, they had to give the viewer the idea with cut fabric 
with very little details. 
Please visit the Art Room (Room 138) in the 500 wing (where the Expertôs Fair will be taking place) to see the following items 
on display: 
~Mosaics created during art class with visiting artist Rebecca DeVere by Mrs. Butlerôs Kindergarten 

class and Mrs. Sibley/Ms. Ballantineôs 4th grade class.  
~The 6th grade exiting project-a mosaic mural of the chosen symbol 
ñsmiley faceò-will also be on display. 
~Culminating library/art research projects based on a favorite artist-
Pennant flags created in the style of this artist will be hanging in the 
art room Artist research projects by 3rd-6th graders that were created 
during library will be on computers in the Gym and in the Art Room 
for visitors to view. 

Local Artist Rebecca DeVere at Bell! 
 During the first 2 weeks in June, local artist, Rebecca DeVere, worked with ADK through 6

th
 

grade students to create their own mosaic using the ñpicassietteò method.  Picassiette is a 
style of mosaic that incorporates pieces of broken ceramics and other found objects into the 

design.  Using a chosen center object found from home or from Rebeccaôs treasures as inspiration, they created a 6x6 tile 
mosaic using pieces of dishes, cups, marbles, game pieces and many other objects.  The results were amazing!  

Rebecca will also be helping our 6
th
 grade students create a mosaic for their exiting project.  The students chose smiley 

faces as their theme.  It will be installed in the stairwell of the 500 wing. 
 

Rebecca did a phenomenal job with our students and we thank her for her time and dedication.  Please visit her website at  
www.rebeccadevere.com  to see more of her work.   We would also like to thank Debbie, Sam and Andrea Savar at Alex-
anderôs Bead Bazaar ( www.alexandersbeads.com ) for their very generous donation of beads and stones, and Alex and 
Bonnie Schwindt, Sheri Putzke, and Henry and Elaine Forthofer for donating tiles. 
Submitted by Rina Klabo 

http://www.rebeccadevere.com/
http://www.alexandersbeads.com/

