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Welcome to our fist edition of our Chimes newsletter for the 
2008-2009 school year!  So far it's been a great start to a new 
year.  We've had our first meeting, sent home our packets and 
met many new faces!  Hopefully you've had a chance to look 
through your forms, you may have noticed they were all neon 
green.  Reason being, we hope you will identify the color with 
being PTSA related.  First of all I would like to encourage each 

and every one of you to seriously consider becoming a member of our local 
PTSA.  Joining your local unit supports your child on a local (AG Bell), district, 
state and national level.  PTSA is all about advocating for our children and your 
membership is a great way to show your support.  With that being said I'd like 
to clarify what exactly it mean to be a member.  Membership does not require 
to you attend every meeting, bake cookies or single handedly organize the 
school auction.  Your participation can be as little or as much as you would like 
it to be. We welcome single parents, working parents, grandparents and step 
parents, anyone can be a member! However, if every parent were to give just 
one hour or more of their time this school year the impact would be tremen-
dous.   
  

Hopefully by now your children have shared our current PACE fund-raiser with 
you, possibly your neighbor and maybe even a grandparent.  I've joined the 
past two years now and for me it has literally paid for itself many times over.  
It's as simple as registering a credit card online at www.4pace.com. By swiping 
your registered credit card you are saving yourself money and generating in-
come for our school.  The income from this fund-raiser helps support school 
programs such as music, library, art, field trips, emergency preparation, multi-
cultural night and so much more!  Thank you in advance for your support! 
  

I'd like to highlight a few upcoming activities.  To start with we have Skate King 
on September 24th.  I have to be honest with you, it took me over a year to 
take my kids to skate night.  Once we finally went a few things happened.  First 
of all, I was amazed the place looked virtually identical to how it did when I 
skated there with my elementary school as a kid and secondly, just how much 
fun I had (not to mention how sore my legs were the next day)!  It's a fun night 
for everyone but please remember your children will not be permitted without 
their permission slip and adult supervision. There is a $5.00 fee for each child.  
The following day, September 26th is picture day so get your order forms 
turned in, haircuts scheduled and send your kids to school with a smile! 
  

And finally, I welcome you to contact myself or Gretchen at any time with ques-
tions.  We can be reached by email at sheri@hallmarkrealty.com or by phone 
at 822-1372.  We are open to your comments and suggestions and welcome 
your input. 
Sheri Putzke 
PTSA Co-President 
 

Tune In!  
Be sure to tune in to AM 1650 
when dropping off or picking 
up your kids for weekly up-
dates on what's happening at 
AG Bell.  If you have infor-
mation you would like to 
broadcast, please email 
Sheri Putzke at 
sheri@hallmarkrealty.com 

Please sign-up for 
the free Bell PTSA 
Yahoogroup to re-
ceive occasional e-

mails about PTSA activities. 
Click on the purple Yahoo!
Groups Join Now button on 
www.lwsd.org/bell or visit  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
bellptsa/ to register. 

SKATE 
KING 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 24th 
6:30pm - 
8:30pm 
 
Bring and 
adult and come join your class-
mates for a fun night at Skate 
King in Bellevue.  Cost is $5 for 
each skater. 
 
Questions???? E-mail  
kellidaum@yahoo.com 

http://webmailb.netzero.net/webmail/new/8?folder=Inbox&msgNum=00001Mk0:0017smz800001vXN&block=1&msgNature=all&msgStatus=all&count=1206113246&content=central##
http://us.groups.yahoo.com/group/bellptsa/join
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Counselorõs Corner 

September 2008  
 

 

 

A Message from Pat Conley, 

Counselor at A.G. Bell 

 

My name is Pat Conley, and I am the school 

counselor here at A.G. Bell. It is a pleasure 

to be working with you and your children 

again this school year.  You can get in touch 

with me by calling the school office or by e -

mailing me at mconley@lwsd.org   

The role of school counselor at Bell is sup-

portive in nature, providing both prevention 

and intervention opportunities for students.  

Guidance lessons in classrooms centering 

around topics such as conflict resolution, 

dealing with bullies, and teaching anger man-

agement strategies are examples of some of 

the preventive opportunities offered.  

Intervention is primarily needs -based and is 

most often delivered in small group settings 

or limited individual meetings with students.  

Examples of intervention topics include de-

veloping specific strategies for friendship, 

self control, and organization, etc., and 

learning coping skills for dealing with life -

altering situations such as family changes or 

loss.  As school counselors, we are not in a 

position to provide extensive therapy for 

individual students. Our primary role is to 

provide a caring, supportive environment 

where students have the opportunity to 

learn skills to assist them in becoming suc-

cessful people.  If the need for extended 

individual therapy is indicated, I am able to 

provide community -based referral resources 

at your request.    

If you have any questions or would like to 

set up an appointment to discuss your child, 

please feel free to contact me.    

Have a great school year!  
 
Pat Conley 
Counselor 

Library News  
 

A huge welcome to all our 
Bell families from the library!  
We work hard to make the 
library a warm and welcom-
ing place for your children. 
We have some repeating 
programs: Battle of the 
Books and Library Club for 
grades 4-6. Battle of the 

Books is a voluntary reading competition where teams of four 
students read 12 required books. In late January the teams 
compete against each other answering questions about the 
books they have read. The winning team goes on to compete at 
the district level against other Battle of the Book teams. All dis-
trict battles are held online at lunch/recess. This is a fun pro-
gram for kids who just love to read. Library Club is for interme-
diate students who like to help out in the library during recess. 
They shelve books, clean shelves and generally help me with 
various projects in the library.  
Do you ever wonder how your child earns their grade in library?  
All students receive a library grade. This grade in library is 
based upon effort in class. For primary students this means 
listening, following directions, participating in discussions and 
checking out books. For intermediate students, I base my grad-
ing on three components: effort on classwork and participation, 
use of check out time and Readopoly. Students have a lesson 
each time they come to library class. I grade their assignment 
on the effort they put into their work. I also give students some 
time to check out books each time they come. I am looking for 
students who use their time to find and check out books, or are 
reading quietly. Check out time is not social hour!  
Lastly, I require each 3-6 grade student to complete a Reado-
poly sheet. Part of my job is to expose students to a variety of 
genres to develop literature appreciation. On their Readopoly 
assignment, I ask students to read 5 books per trimester to 
earn a ñ3ò grade. These can be books from home, the class-
room, our library, the public library ï basically anywhere. If a 
student is reading a book for homework, the book can count for 
Readopoly. The assignment looks like a Monopoly board, ex-
cept the spaces around the board have types of genres instead 
of street names! Their genre selection includes: non-fiction, 
humor, sports, graphic novels, historical fiction, biography/
autobiography, fairy tales/folk tales/tall tales, adventure/action, 
mystery, fantasy, animals, Washington Children Choice picture 
books, science fiction or spooky stories, and award winners. 
They also have some free choice selections.  
Readopoly is a fun way to gently urge children to try out differ-
ent types of books. 
Feel free to stop by the library anytime! Parents can check out 
books too! 
Julie Hembree 
Teacher/Librarian 

mailto:mconley@lwsd.org
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From The Principal  
Around the School House 
Curtis Anderson, Principal  

A.G. Bell Elementary 

 

Hi Parents and Families,  

Welcome to back to school!  Iôve heard from several staff and community members how ñsmoothlyò 

our first few weeks have gone.  This couldnôt happen without all the wonderful people we have 

around here.   A huge thank you to all of our wonderful staff and families for making the transition 

back to school a smooth one.  Our first PTSA meeting of the year was last Thursday, September 11th 

in the A.G. Bell Library.  At our meeting we reviewed our PTSA budget, discussed key events and 

shared how parents and community members can get involved here at Bell.  Ms. Conley and I pre-

sented on Bullying Awareness and Prevention and detailed the work that goes on behind the scenes at Bell in ensure we maintain a 

positive culture for our students.  It was wonderful to see so many folks in attendance, a great mix of experienced and new A.G. Bell 

parents.  Our PTSA plays a critical roll in student success at Bell.  I encourage each of you to get involved. 

All A.G. Bell parents are encouraged to attend Curriculum Night.  This is an important night to establish school and home connec-

tions.  Teachers and staff are prepared to discuss curriculum, classroom procedures and management along various activities and 

protocol ï please make every effort to attend.  Again this year, we will be providing childcare (ages 4 and up) and language interpret-

ers for those who need it.  Curriculum Night Schedule: 

6:00-6:45 Kindergarten-3rd Grade in classrooms 

6:45-7:00 Principal and PTSA (Gym)  

7:00-7:45 4th-6th Grade in classrooms 

This year, we are starting a weekly email update to members of our community ï The Bull-Dog Weekly (BDW). Included in the 

BDW will be important dates, reminders, announcements, some good news and an occasional note from me.  It is our continual goal 

to improve communication with our families and we hope the BDW will serve to improve the home to school connection.  Since the 

BDW is sent electronically, it is important that we have your most current and frequently used email address on file.  To update your 

email address, please contact your childôs teacher and send an email to Mrs. Teteak in the office - nteteak@lwsd.org.   
 

As we are still working out some of the technical bugs with the Bull-Dog Weekly, below is a reiteration of some of the information 

we sent out last week in our first edition. 

Î Student Drop Off and Dismissal: Our parking lot is small and space to park is often limited during our peak traffic times.  To 

ensure student safety, we have developed some basic protocol for dropping off and picking up students.   

Î Students are to be dropped off no earlier than 8:45 am and picked up immediately after school dismisses 

Î Student drop off  and pick up is in front of the school (we have staff members there to assist the students) 

Î No student drop off or parent parking behind the gym or on the playground area 

Î Handicap Parking is reserved for those with a valid disabled parking pass.  The fine for non-handicap vehicle is over 200 hun-

dred dollars and we do have staff and parents that need that parking 

Î NO PARKING IN FIRE LANE AREA (Any area marked in red) 

Î Please do not park along the bus lane (fire lane) drive way the buses need the space to turn into the bus lane 

Î It is our goal to make the drop off and pick up process as smooth as possible.  Please be patient with us as we work through be-

ginning of the year bugs to ensure all our students and family members are safe. 

Î Cell Phone Zone:  Cell phones are allowed on campus but must remain turned off and in backpacks.  Students may use their cell 

phones off campus or under the direct supervision of a staff member.   Our two ñCell Phone Zonesò are in the office and in the class-

room (under teacher supervision). 

Î Bikes on Campus:  Students in grades 4-6 who possess a valid A.G. Bell bike pass (available in the office), may ride their bikes 

to school and park on campus.  Roller blades and skateboards create significant safety issues and are not allowed on campus.  

Î Lost and Found: The student lost and found has been relocated to the 100 wing 

Î Dogs on Campus:  We have many students with various pet allergies and phobias.  As a result, dogs on campus should remain 

on the lower field next to the big maple tree and away from the upper campus. 

Î Community Fliers: We will not be distributing community fliers through ñkid mailò this 

year. All community fliers that have been approved for distribution will be available at the dis-

play kiosk in the office lobby. We will publish a list of available fliers in the BDW.  Available 

Fliers: 

Î  Boys & Girls Club Fall Programs  

Î  Lilô Roos Cheer Camp 

Î  Kirkland Dance Center Fall Schedule 
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Visit the AG Bell  

Website:  

www.lwsd.org/bell 

 

SEPTEMBER ART EXPERIENCE 
Mrs. Lustgarten 

Bell students are becoming smART in art! After reviewing 
expectations for art, all students saw the DVD of the 
popular book ñThe Dotò by Peter H. Reynolds. The story 
delivers the message that everyone is an artist, every 
effort in art is validated and when you donôt know where 
to start ñJust make a mark and see where it takes youò, 
like the art teacher in the story proclaims. 

Students are working on various art projects for the 
month of September which include: 

Kindergarten:ñMy name!ò Students learned about direc-
tion of lines (vertical, horizontal & diagonal) as well as 
describing kinds of lines-straight, curved, zig-zag and 
learned that lines that meet create a shape. Students 
filled in the negative space behind the letters of their 
name with a variety of these lines. They will also create a 
unique ñappleò after their study of the letter ñAò. 

1st Grade-ñThoughtful scribblesò Students reviewed di-
rection and types of lines and shapes. They then ñfoundò 
objects within these lines and added details to make 
these objects come alive. They will learn how to mix col-
ors and paint a color wheel. 

2nd Grade-ñLine Audibleò Students compared the realistic 
art like the Mona Lisa by Leonardo Da Vinci with abstract 
art by Robert Motherwell titled ñMallarmeôs Swanò. After 
reviewing direction and types of lines and shapes, they 
listened to the same audible directions and interpreted 
those directions in a unique way. Each student came up 
with a unique piece of abstract art. Later this month they 
will review how to mix colors and paint a color wheel. 

3rd & 4th Grade-ñMe & My Robotò In an effort to move 
away from stick figures, students created a robot made 
up of geometric shapes then next to it they modified 
these shapes to more closely resemble a human figure 
and added details to make it themselves. They added 
details to both the robot and themselves and put the pair 
in a setting, completing the background behind these two 
figures. Some classes used this art in class for a creative 
writing piece. Later this month they will review how to mix 
colors and paint a color wheel that will expand to include 
intermediate colors-colors between the primary and sec-
ondary colors-ie. red-violet, red-orange, etc. 

5th & 6th Grade-ñSymbol of Meò Students take a step 
away from concrete ideas to a more abstract approach of 
personality traits of a person different from their activities/
interests and beliefs. After students chose a personality 
trait, they were asked to come up with a symbol that best 
represented that trait and activate the negative space 
behind this object that represented this trait. Later this 
months, students will review how to mix colors to include 
intermediate colors, an apply what they know to a non-
traditional color wheel format. 

Hands Free Cell Phone 

Use While Driving  

 

Effective July 1st, 2008, Drivers are prohibited 

from holding cell phones and other wireless communi-

cations devices to their ears.  Drivers are prohibited 

from text messaging.  

 

The fine for using a cell phone without a hands -free 

device is $124.  

 

Driving in School Zones requires your undivided at-

tention.  Please help keep our students safe by abid-

ing by this law.  

 

RIDE YOUR BIKE TO 

SCHOOL?? 
If you ride your bike to school, 
please make sure you have 
completed a bike application 
form available in the office. 

Bikes need to be walked on school grounds, locked and 
in the bike rack. Scooters must be walked on school 
grounds as well. Donôt forget your helmet! Our biking 
rules are for your safety.   
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 Volunteers Needed! 
Iôm always in need of a extra set of helping hand in our art experience classes. I may need 
help with prepping a lesson, distributing supplies during or helping with the lesson, or other 
help beyond the classroom like washing dirty paint shirts on a monthly basis, preparing 
some activity notebooks planned for each student or even 
sharpening the endless  supply of colored pencils.  If you have 
got a moment to spare, I can probably find a way to fill it!  
Please email me at mlustgarten@lwsd.org. 

Art Items Needed! 
I can always use empty yogurt containers and 1st grade will 
need empty Pringles cans for their rain sticks. Iôm on the look-
out for large plastic animals that we can use as models to draw 
from in class (none that can easily fit in a pockets, please).  I 
really like to reuse items, so if you find you have art related 
materials youôd like to donate,  
email me at mlustgarten@lwsd.org and Iôll let you know if it an item that we can re-use. 
When you send an item in, just designate for art, please. 
 

*****VTS-What is it?***** 

Students come to the art Experience Room twice a month. The second visit will always include participation in 
Visual Thinking Strategies or VTS.Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is a method of looking at carefully selected 
images for Kindergarten through 6th grade and having facilitated dicussions about these visual images. Really, 
this method can be applied to anything visual. 

This method of looking was developed by Philip Yenawine (director of Museum of Modern Art) and cognitive 
psychologist Abigail Housen to give the museum visitor a better way of viewing the pieces of art they were look-
ing at. 

Students are given a moment to quietly look at an image then the question is asked ñWhat is going on this pic-
ture?ò This is a better questions than ñWhat do you see?ò in that ñWhat is going on this picture?ò allows early 
viewers to ñlistò things that they might see but also leave it open for ñtelling the storyò that they see. 

When an observation is given that is not easily understood or even to give more clarification (only with 2nd grade 
and above) the question ñWhat do you see that makes you say it is a.........?ò is posed. The student is asked to 
ground their observation with evidence from the picture. Eventually, the students naturally answer the first ques-
tion and back up their observation with evidence of what they know to be true in one sentence. 

Then you continue to probe the image with the last question of ñWhat more can we find?ò. This encourages the 
viewer to continue finding more details. 

As the facilitator, you are constantly pointing or gesturing at the image in regards to where the discussion has 
headed. That keeps the focus on the picture. Restating the studentôs response gives you the opportunity to ex-
pand their vocabulary with new choice of words, staying true to their original response. 

There are no right or wrong answers, every answer is accepted and students learn to disagree or agree with 
each others views as well as learn to change their view based on others observations. VTS is an effective way to 
discuss the aesthetics of art as well as develop critical thinking and communication skills. 
Visit the main website of www.vue.org (VUE is Visual Undertanding in Education) for more in depth information. 

But for a quick video of VTS at work, visit www.visualthinkingstrategies.org. 

Michelle Lustgarten 
Art Specialist 
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AG Bell Elementary  
425-822-7450 

Safety arrival line: 
425-822-7457 

Website: www.lwsd.org/Bell 
 

The Chimes 
The next Chimes deadline will be 

Friday October  10, 2008  
at 4:00PM . 

 

Send articles to: Jana Robertson 

Jana.Robertson@verizon.net 
Please put Chimes as the subject. 

 
Read the Chimes on the school website: 
http://schools.lwsd.org/bell/chimes.htm 

Mark Your Calendar 

Î 9/24-Skate King 
Î 9/25-Picture Day (individual) 
Î 10/1-Copier training for parent volunteers 9:30am 
Î 10/31-No school for students-LEAP day 

A.G.BELL OFFICE LOOKING FOR  

VOLUNTEERS 
  
We are looking for volun-
teers for two different jobs 
in the office at Bell.  
Health room volunteer  
during the lunch recess 
times . If you are able to 
lend a hand for one hour a 
week between 12 ï 1 pm 
we would love to hear from 
you!  No experience nec-
essary, if you are a parent 
you can handle it! 
  
Safe Arrival volunteer making phone calls each 
morning. The Safe Arrival program is the way we 
make sure all students are either in school, or home 
sick with adult supervision. It takes approximately 30 
minutes to make the phone calls. If this is something 
that interests you, please consider volunteering at 
A.G. Bell. We would be happy to have you one morn-
ing a week or a couple times each month. 
  
Volunteering in the office is a great way to support 
your school! Please email Mrs. Teteak, the school 
secretary at nteteak@lwsd.org All volunteers must 
complete a volunteer application.  
Nancy Teteak 

Secretary 

 

Lake Washington School Board invites the 
LWSD Community to a presentation by Rep. 
Ross Hunter with other area legislators on the 
Basic Education finance Joint Task Force .  
 
Monday Sept. 22, 2008 7:00 PM at the LWSD 
Board Room Scarr District Resource Center, Red-
mond Town Center 
Increasing costs and declining funs to the public 
school continue to create unsustainable conse-
quences for Washington. The results from under-
funding affect every student in LWSD. Come learn 
more about upcoming changes in education and 
what we need to do to make those changes hap-
pen. 
Rep. Ross Hunter from the 48th District is a cen-
tral member of the Basic Education Finance (BEF) 
committee, a bipartisan group appointed by the 
Governor. Big changes in education will begin 
Dec. 1, 2008 with a final report by the BEF Task 
Force, tasked with two monumental issues impor-
tant to LWSD: 
redefining public education  
developing appropriate funding structures to deliv-
erer accountable fiscal systems that align with ex-
isting laws and the Washington Learns Steering 
Committee final report 
State lawmakers elected in November 2008 will 
request state-wide support during the 2009 Legis-
lative Session to meet the actual cost of K-12 edu-
cation. 
For more info on the BEF, visit www.leg.wa.gov/
joint/committtees/bef 
Learn about the WA education funding crisis at 
www.fundingwaschools.org 
For event information, contact LWPTSA Legisla-
tive Co-Chairs Susan Baird-Joshi 
sdbj.thunderbird@gmail.com or Michele Stanish-
Walls a.shirt@comcast.net 

mailto:nteteak@lwsd.org

