
Have you turned in your 
yearbook order form?  Unlike 
previous years, this year the 
yearbook will include grades 
K-6!  The book will be pub-
lished in full color for only 
$12.95!  If you have school 
related photos you would like 
considered for publication 
please send them to  
sheriputzke@windermere.com 
We are also offering the op-
portunity to create a personal 
dedication to your son or 
daughter for between $10-
$40. Use this space however 
you wish with text and pho-
tos of your choice; be crea-
tive! Dedications can be 
emailed or we can scan your 
creation for you.       
1/8 page - $10 
1/4 page - $15 
1/2 page - $20 
Full page - $40  
As with previous years, the 
PTSA will provide yearbooks 
for the graduating 6th grade 
class so there is no need to 
turn in a form.  If you have 
already done so, your pay-
ment will be returned to 
you.    
 
Please contact Sheri with 
questions at (425)749.6703.  
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Spring is almost here!  Can you believe there are only 3 
months left to the school year?  As usual, your PTSA is hard 
at work and the arrival of spring means our auction is just 
around the corner! The auction takes months of planning and 
preparation and is our largest fundraiser of the school year, 
essential to meeting our annual budget.  Your support is criti-

cal to our success.  Support can mean many things, procurement, donation 
towards your classroom basket and of course, your attendance.  Please 
turn to the back page for more auction details. 
 

Have you heard that Bell is publishing its first all school yearbook?  In pre-
vious years the yearbook has only included the graduating sixth grade 
class but this year it will include everyone!  It will be published in full color 
at the bargain price of only $12.95.  If you have school related photos you 
would like considered for publication please email to  
sheriputzke@windermere.com  We are also offering the opportunity to in-
clude your personal dedication (please see highlighted article to the right 
for more information). Additional order forms are available in the office. 
I hope to see you at our general membership meeting on the 26th at 6pm in 
the library.  We will be electing our officers for next year as well as learning 
about a great new program to help parents with younger siblings volunteer 
in the classroom. 
 

It takes many dedicated volunteers 
to run the numerous programs and 
committees throughout the school 
year, if you would like to help out 
next year please let us know, weôve 
got jobs big and small and weôd love 
to have you join us! 
 

Sheri and Gretchen 
Your PTSA Co-Presidents 

Keep sending your 
General Millôs Box 
Tops in and earn more 
for our school! 

Thank you 
to the  

AG Bell 
Teachers  

for the  
Volunteer 

Appreciation Event 
they put together for  

March 12!  It was  
WONDERFUL!  

mailto:sheriputzke@windermere.com
mailto:sheriputzke@windermere.com
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March COUNSELORõS CORNER 
Friendship is an extremely important part of 

kidsõ lives as they are growing up.  Something I 

have found to be valuable in understanding 

children and friendships is to be aware of the 

developmental stages of friendship.  Robert Selman of Harvard Uni-

versity has found that children go through a series of four stages of 

friendship development. Each stage has some overlap.  The following 

is a brief description of each of these four stages.  

Stage 1 (ages 4 - 9):  At this stage children do not understand that 

dealing with others involves give and take.  A ògoodó friendship is one 

in which one person does what the other person wants.  If one child 

says, òLetõs ride bikes,ó and the other says, òI donõt want to,ó a nor-

mal response from a Stage 1 child would be, òThen youõre not my 

friend.ó 

Stage 2 (ages 6 - 12) :  The child has the ability to see that friend-

ship doesnõt work unless both friends meet each otherõs needs.  òHe 

does things I like and I do things he likes.ó  This is the stage of two 

way òfair-weather friendship.ó  The child still sees the basic purpose 

of friendship as serving self interest, rather than mutual interests.  

òShe likes me and I like her.  We do things for each other.ó 

Stage 3 (ages 9 - 15) :  It is in the transition from Stage 2 to Stage 

3, typically in late childhood, that children begin to consider the 

other personõs point of view.  They begin thinking about mutual com-

mitment and loyalty in a friendship, rather than òWhat should I do to 

get what I want?ó  The thought often is, òWhat should I do to make 

my friend happy?ó  In this stage, friends share more than secrets, 

agreements, or plans; they share feelings and personal problems.  

òShe is my best friend.  We can tell each other things  we canõt tell 

anyone else.  We stick with each other through thick and thin.ó  The 

limitation of this stage is that friendships are often exclusive and 

possessive, with jealousies being common.  

Stage 4 (ages 12 and older) :  After children finish the stage where 

friendships are so possessive, they move to a stage where friends 

can be close, yet grant each other the freedom to develop other re-

lationships.  òIf you are really close friends, you have to trust and 

support each other.  We have to let each other have friends, too.ó 

 Children progress through these stages on an individual basis, 

however, generally, primary age students (grades K -3) are in Stages 1 

and 2 of social reasoning and intermediate students (grades 4 -6) 

move into Stages 2 and 3.  This depends on both growing intellectual 

skills and on specific social experiences, which, of course, vary widely 

among individuals. 
(Above information from The ASSIST Program:  Teaching Friendship Skills )  

Regards,  Pat Conley; Counselor 

Congratulations to 
Chloe S. in Mrs.  
Stanphillôs class for 
competing in the 
LWSDôs Kidôs Can 
Cook contest which 
encourages kids to 
come up with healthy 
snacks to power 
their day! 

Moving on Up? 
Calling all Future  
Kirkland Junior High 
Parents!  
 

Do you have a child in 6th 
grade who will be attending Kirkland 
Junior High next year?  Donôt miss 
out on the opportunity to get in-
volved !  The KJH PTSA Nominating 
Committee is currently looking for par-
ents to join the KJH PTSA board for 
the next school year!  We also have 
many committee positions available as 
well.  For more information, please 
contact Sherry Carter, Nomination 
Committee Chair, at  
sherrycarter05@gmail.com or by  
telephone at 425-861-3819  

Seeking Chimes Newsletter Editor 
and Yahoogroup Owner for the 
2009-2010 school year. Itôs a LOT of 
fun to create the Chimes and a great 
way to be involved at your childôs 
school especially if itôs challenging 
for you to volunteer during the 
school day since this can be done 
on your own schedule. Experience 
in Microsoft Publisher useful but not 
mandatory. 
 

Another ñat homeò flexible volunteer 
opportunity for the 2009-2010 year 
is Yahoogroup Owner. Maintain the 
PTSA e-mail list-serve http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/bellptsa/ 
 

Please contact Jana if you are inter-
ested in learning more about either 
opportunity. 823-9651 or 
Jana.robertson@verizon.net 

mailto:sherrycarter05@gmail.com
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WASL Testing On the Horizon     

 
Hello Friends and Families of A.G. Bell, 
 

Each year students in the Lake Washington School District participate in the  
Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).  This year students in 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 6th grade will take WASL during the April 13-May 1 testing window.   

The specific assessments are: 
   Grade 3-Reading and Math  
   Grade 4-Reading, Math and Writing   
   Grade 5-Reading, Math and Science                                             
   Grade 6-Reading and Math  

 

By testing students in early spring we are able to utilize results to measure the progress your child has made 
during the year and to guide our work as we make instructional decisions for the upcoming school year.   
 

Though these tests are important in helping teachers work more effectively with your child, they only provide 
part of the total picture of your childôs progress.  Teachers assess student performance in a variety of ways on  
a regular basis, and their insights to your child continue to be your best source of information on ñhow your  
child is doingò.  Your encouragement and support help your child to perform better in all aspects of learning and 
assessment. 
 

As you may have heard, the WASL has been adjusted this year and will involve less testing days and shorter 
tests for students in most grade levels.  Though the test has changed, it is no less important to the work we do 
at A.G. Bell. If you are a parent of a 3rd, 4th, 5th or 6th grader, you will soon be receiving a specific schedule for 
the WASL indicating the specific days your child will be tested.  Please keep this schedule handy, providing a 
good nightôs sleep, healthy breakfast and extra encouragement for your student on the days he/she will be  
testing. 
Curtis Anderson, Principal  
A.G. Bell Elementary 

PTSA Funds Help Support AR  
Thanks so much to PTSA for funds provided 

from the òRaise the Paddle for the Libraryó at 

last yearõs auction. Mrs. Hembree was able to 

purchase 343 quizzes for Accelerated Reader, 

expanding the selection of titles for our readers. 

Support for the Spring Auction really impacts our kids!  

Mrs. Stanphill, Mrs. Sibley, Ms. Holder  

From The Principal  
 

y"QNTMC SGD 4BGNNK )NTRDx 

The WASL  provides comprehensive information as to your childôs progress, strengths and 
areas of need. Therefore, it is imperative that students attend school during the testing 
weeks.  Please schedule appointments and extra vacation days before or after test week.   
Testing will generally begin first thing each morning, so it is extremely important that all 
students are ready to enter the classroom right at the beginning of the day.      

Visit the 

AG Bell  

Website:  

www.lwsd.org/bell 
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 SAFETY NET NEWS  
 

 
Here are some simple 
things families can do to 
help their child become a 
reader: 
Î Read to and with your 
children for 30 minutes 
every day. 

Î Talk with infants and young children 
before they learn to read. 

Î Help your children to read on their 
own. 

Î Help your child to see that reading is 
important. 

Î Set up a reading area in your home. 
Î Give your children writing materials. 
Î If your child finds reading frustrating- 

borrow, buy, or record books on 
tape. 

Î Read and write with your children in 
their native language. 

Î Talk with your children as you do 
daily activities together. 

Î Ask your children to describe events 
in their lives. 

Î Restrict the amount and kind of TV 
your children watch. 

Î Keep track of your childrenôs pro-
gress in school.   

Î Become a learning partner/reading 
tutor to a child in your neighborhood 
or from your local elementary 
school. 

These suggestions originated from the  
America Reads Challenge, from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
 

Thanks to all of you who attended our 
Safety Net parent night on February 
26. It was very beneficial for us to meet 
you in person and also to learn how you 
are encouraging oral reading with your 
children at home. 
 

Julie Banchero 
Nancy Luedicke 
Safety Net teachers  

Music Corner  

March is a month of transition in the music portable. For the 
first two weeks, third and fourth graders have been connecting 
music to concepts they are learning about in class. We have 
begun to compare and contrast music excerpts as well as 
compose our own pieces of music based off of essay-writing 
components. In small groups we have composed introduc-
tions, conclusions, bodies, and are culminating with a larger-
scale piece that is performed in-class. In the second two 
weeks, we will begin our study of recorders. This unit will last 
throughout the spring term. In March, we will have a basic in-
troduction and lay the foundation for successful learning. 
 

In fifth and sixth grade, we returned to our musical compo-
nents of rhythm, melody, harmony, timbre, expression, and 
form. This involved a review and practicing of complex 
rhythms, developing our knowledge of scale types, composing 
with different musical elements, and working in small groups 
to come up with a large-scale composition. By the end of the 
month, we will begin our study of ukulele playing. Students will 
form bands and learn a variety of chords and songs to play 
and sing. 
 

Finally, in Kindergarten we have been looking at musical op-
posites like fast/slow, high/low, loud/soft,  and short/long. 
These are practices in a variety of games, songs, and activi-
ties. We will be shortly moving into simple music reading and 
symbol recognition.  
 

Here is this monthôs music advocacy: Did You Know? Studies 
show that schools that cut arts programs end up within the 
next three years spending more money on education, and 
their test score in other areas actually go down, said Martin 
Rayala, art, media and design consultant for the Department 
of Public Instruction. (June 25, 2004) 
 

Andrew Schmidt Music Specialist 

ELL Corner  

Happy Birthday toéTommy, Ashley, Maria and 
Tam. They are celebrating their birthday in 
March!  

Welcome  to our new students Luis, Maria and 
Brandon. You are a great addition to our bulldog 
family!  

Congratulations  to Eye, Thien, 
Ryvym, Nataliya, Hieu and Diana 
for being some of the Juanita 

Neighborhood Association Banner Winners! 
Keep on creating beautiful art work. We are so proud of you!  
Desir®e Woodruff;  ELLTeacher  


